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hood, and an abiding rural impression that
birds, rather than the insects they ate, were
prime culprits in the destruction of crops.
Legislation concerned solely with the deliber-
ate destruction of wildlife ignored totally the
greater depredations wrought by increased
cultivation, agricultural drainage projects,
and continving residential and industrial de-
velopment.

Founded initiaily to fight the use of bird
plumes as hat decorations, the Sclborne So-
ciety (1886} rapidly expanded its concerns to
include the preservation of plants and wild
animals, it published a chatty, essentially
nonscientific nature study magazine, Nature
Notes, and conducted countryside rambles.
By 1904, with 1,700 members in branches
throughout England, it considered itself Bri-
tain's foremost proponent of the conservation
of wildiife and the natural environment. The
Selborne Society cooperated with the Bands
of Merey, founded in 1875 by Catherine
Smithies (1795-1877), in attempting to in-
doctrinate children with a sense of compas-
sion for animals. The Society for the Protec-
tion of Birds (1889), which was allowed to
preface “Royal” to its title in 1904, was
founded by Emily Williamson (18561936} in
Didsbury, but moved to London in 1891, By
1898 it claimed 20,000 members and 152
branches. Prominent early officials included
the popular naturalist William Henry Hudson
(1841-1922), barrister Montague Sharpe
(1856-1942), and Margaretta Louisa Lemon
(1860-1933), who conducted the society’s
day-to-day business.

Only late in the Victorian era did sanctuar-
ies for birds and animals begin to emerge. In
1888 a bird preserve was founded in the Nor-
folk Broads at Breydon. Durjng the 1890s the
London County Council experimented with
nature walks and small preserves. The Na-
tional Trust (1895) began to acquire land for
4 nature reserve at Wicken Fen, jneeu' Cam-
bridge, in 1899, In 1902 the Selbormne Society
established its preserve for wildlife and plants
at Perivale, in west London, But there were
few sanctuaries until 1912 when, in exaspera-
tion with the National Trust's random and
slowly paced acquisitions, professional nat.
ralists founded the Society for the Promotion
of Nature Reserves.
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WILSON, CHARLOTTE
(1854-1944)

Charlotte Mary Martin Wilson, a pioneer of
early British anarchism, was bom in 1854 at
Kewmerton, near Tewkesbury, and attended
Merton Hall, Cambridge (later Newnham Col-
lege) in 1873-1874. In 1876 she married a
London stockbroker, Arthur Wilson, and
settled at “Wyldes,” a farmhouse near Hamp-
stead Heatl which she soon used for political
gatherings. In 1884 she was the only woman
elected to the first executive committes of the
Fabian Society, where she formed a discus-
sion group to study the works of Continental
socialists, including Marx and Proudhon. The
Fabians' chief propenent of anarcho-social
ism, she wrote extensively for Justice (1884),
The Anarchist (1885), Practical Socialist
(1886), Present Day (1886), and Fabian
Tracts (1886), and a sample of her work may
be found in Three Essays on Anarchism
(1979). In 1886 she cofounded Freedom, the
most significant and durable English anar-
chist journal, with the recently arrived Peter
Kropotkin; she continued to publish and edit
Freedom, with pauses for ill health, unti}
1901. She founded a Fabian Woman's Group
in 1908 to support women's suffrage, emi-
grated to the United States after her hushand's
death, and died in New York at ninety in April
1944,

Wilson shared Morris’s and Rropotkin’s
hopes for anarchist/socialist education and
an effective general strike, and the ethical



875

863

W mrrrnres £ e v F oo .

WOMANHOOD

qualities of her visionary communism emerge
clearly in her theory of human development:
“When each person direets his own
life . . . throws his whole soul into the work he
has chosen, and makes it the expression of his
intensest purpose and desire, then, and then
only, labour becomes pleasure, and its pro-
duce a work of art.”

Charlotte Wilson was an ardent and iso-
lated figure, almost unique in the male-domi-
nated political landscape of late nineteenth-
century England. John Henry Mackay's con-
temporary tribute to her in The Anarchists
(1891} provides an appropriate epigraph:
“whoever new her, knew also that she was the
most faithful, the most diligent, and the most
impassioned champion of Communism in
England.”

FLORENCE 8. BOOS
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WISEMAN, NICHOLAS
PATRICK STEPHEN
(1802-1865)

A theologian, linguistic scholar, and eccie-
siastical administrator, Cardinal Wiseman in-
fluenced Newman and the Tractarians and
was a leader of the Roman Cathelic revival in
England.

Wiseman studied for the priesthood in
Rome, became rector of the English College
in 1828, and returned to England in 1840 as
president of St. Mary’s College, Oscott, and
coadjutor to Bishop Thomas Walsh, whom he
succeeded as vicar apostolic of the London
district in 1849, At the restoration of the
Roman Catholic hierarchy in England (Sep-
tember 29, 1850), Wiseman was created a
cardinal and first archbishop of Westminster.
His impetuously indiscreet pastoral letter
“From Out the Flaminian Gate” (1850)
caused a storm of hostile opposition in En-
gland.

A notable preacher and lecturer, Wiseman
was a founding editor of the Dublin Review
(1836) and author of Fabiola (1855), a novel
about the early Christian Church. His later
years were clouded by il health and many
conflicts. The English bishops saw him as the
embodiment of Vatican autoeracy, and older
English Roman Catholics continued to dis-
trust him as too Romanized and dangerous to
the traditionally delicate position of Roman
Catholics in England.

He was, however, respected by inteliectuals
and popular with the Roman Catholic masses
of the larger cities. Through force of personal-
ity, bold public image, and persuasive abili-
ties, Wiseman raised the prestige of the
Roman Catholic church in Victorian England.

C. GORDON-CRAIG
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WOMANHOOD

Victorians described the ideal of woman-
hood in a stream of etiquette books, sermons,
educational tracts, manuals on domestic
econonmy, popular poems, and novels. The
virtues they admired-—purity, honor, gentle
and selfless accommaodation to the needs of
others--were derived from Enlightenment
theorists and given moral intensity under
evangelicalism. Working from assumptions
regarding woman's biological weaknesses, a
matter of natural law at the beginning of the
century and of evolutionary science at the
end, Victorians discussed sexual difference in
terms of oppositions: men were strong, active,
and intellectual, while women were fragile,
passive, and emotional. Prescribed gender
roles were consistent with these supposedly
innate qualities and with the changed living
conditions of the industrial revolution. New
methods of production had separated the
workplace from the home, taking men to the
time discipline of factories while leaving
women the task-oriented duties of child care
and household management. For the rising
middle classes, the ideal woman would be a




