Moorg, GEORGE AUGUSTUS

Waters (1894), became a fgreat success de-
spite Mudie's ban.

Moore returned to lreland in 1901 as a
participant in the Gaelic revival. His reac-
quaintance resulted in a volume of short fic-
tion, The Untilled Pield (1903)—a major in-
fluence upon Joyce's Dubliners—and The
Lake (1905, 1921), a significant innovation
in depicting the unconscious, His disenchant-
ment produced one of the greatest modern
autobiographies, Hail and Farewell (1911).
In his later years, Moore refined his oral nar-
rative style in retelling tales from bibtical,
Greek, and Gaelie traditions.

Because Moore was deliberately controver-
sial and contradictory, evaluations of his life
and work, especially by his contemporaries,
must be taken cautiously. As a Victorian,
Moore was teo modern to be fully compre-
hended, and to the postwar generation, he
was a peculiar, if intriguing, relic from a dis-
tant age. Although his life and works were
widely read and vigorously debaied during his
lifetime, modern scholarship has only re-
cently begun to appreciate his achievement.
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MORLEY, JOHN
(1838-1923)

John Morley, statesman and man of letters,
edited several important periodicals, wrote
books on literature, history, and politics, and
achieved prominence in public life. An
elected member of Parliament {1883}, he also
served as chief secretary for Ireland (1886,
1802-1895) and for India (1905). As Vis-
count Morley of Blackburn {1908} he entered
the House of Lords where he served as lord
president of the council from 1910 until his
resignation in 1914,

As an editor who opened the pages of ¢
Fortnightly Review, the Pall Mall Gazet
and Macmillan’s Magasine to such yoﬁ
and controversial writers as Algernon Charleg
Swinburme (1837-1909}, Thomas H. Huxley.
(1825-1895), and Walter Pater (1839-1804y - -
Morley helped spark 4 real change in late
Victorian literary consciousness. His oWE
works, including Voltaire (1871), and
Rousseau (1873), expounded French ra:
tionalism and progress to a new generation
already on the road to radical politics. The
Life of John Cobden (1881), Burke (1889)
and Gladstone {1903) continved to cham
pion liberal views. :

In addition to his active political life from.
1883 until 1914, Morley formed the Nationa
Education League to oppose the Education
Act (1870) and argued against the I[rish Coer.
oion Bill in 1882. His work for Ireland an
India was characterized by sympathy and re
form. An advocate of peace, he spoke ou
against the Boer War (1899-1902) and re:
signed from the Asquith eabinet in 1914 when:
the neutrality faction lost favor, :
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MORRIS, WILLIAM
(1834-1896)

William Morris was a major Victorian poei,
author of prose romances, pioneering deé
signer, and leader of the early British socialis
movement. He was also a cofounder of Merst
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nd Co., founder of the Kelmscott Press and
the Society for the Protection of Ancient
wildings, and writer of MAany essays on social
ssues, book design, and the decorative arts.
His literary gifts, socia) compassion, and love
f organic forms informed this immense
ange of accomplishments and activities.
Morris was the eldest son of Emma Shelton
“Morris and William Morris, a wealthy London
_broker who died when Morris was fourteen.
He attended Marlborough College (1848-
1851) and Exeter College, Oxford {1853~
1856). At Exeter, he made several close
friends, among them Edward Burne-Jones,
and began the Oxford and Cambridge Mag-
agine (1856), the first of many cooperative
projects in which Morris took an active role.
{11856 he was apprenticed briefly to the Go-
thic revival architect (. B. Street.
In 1858 he published The ‘Defence of
:-"_G:t.t_enevere, a brilliantly intiovative volume of
..:iy::"ic and dramatic verse. The following year
-he married Jane Burden, the daughter of an
Oxbord stableman, and commissioned his
friend Philip Webb to design the neo-medieval
“Red House in Upton, Kent; Morris and his
ciriends designed the furniture and decora.
."‘El'OlflS. In 1861 he and several friends founded
“The Firm” (Morris, Marshall, Faulkner and
Loy; after 1874 Morris and Go.). With his col-
borators, Morris designed and produced fur-
lture, wallpapers, textiles, glassware, stained
‘flass, tapestries, and carpets, and made Mor-
tis:and Co. the leading English decorating
firm and supplier of stained-glass church win-
dows,
:':'-: In 1865 Morris moved to London with his
wife and two davghters, Jane Alice (“Jenny,”
born 1861) and Mary (“May,” born 1862),
The success of The Life and Death of Jason
(1867), a long narrative poem, encouraged
him: to complete The Earthly Paradise
:1868—1870), a tapestry of twenty-four poetic
arratives derived from classical and medieval
#ies. These swift-moving, lucid, and highly
etorial tales made Morris one of the most
9pular poets of his age.
: I_E'ag_:'the early 1870s Morris wrote the -
?HS‘?IY introspective poetic “masque” Love Js
MOUgh (1873) and other poems later in-
hded in Poems by the Way (1891). He also
Oranslated the Volsunga Saga witk the Ice-
ader Eirikur Magnusson, and published his
he:__Story of Sigurd the Volsung (1876),
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based on the saga. In 1877 he founded the
Society for the Protection of Ancient Build-
ings, which preserved hundreds of English
churches and other buildings from mutilation
disguised as “restoration.”

In 1883 Morris joined Ingland’s first social-
ist organization, H. M, Hyndeman's Demo-
cratic Federation, later renamed the Socialist
Democratic Federation, and in 1884 he led a
large faction which seceded to form the So.
cialist League. For the rest of the decade, Mor-
ris was a tiveless activist for the cause; he met
several times each week with his comrades
and delivered hundreds of lectures. He suf-
fered arrest in 1885, edited the Commoniveal
and wrote prolifically for its columns, and
added to his canon g long series of socialist
literary works, ineluding the song collection
Chants for Socialists (1884); a narrative
poem, The Pilgrims of Hope (1885); the his-
torical meditations A Dream of John Ball
(1887); and his most influential work, News
Jrom Nowhere (1890), a pastoral utopian-
communist vision of England in the twenty-
first century as a truly “green and pleasant
land.”

Morris's health failed in 1890, and divisions
between anarchists and socialists brought an
end to his leadership of the Socialist League.
He cofounded with Emery Walker in 1891
the Kelmscott Press, the first English fine
art press. The press's great masterpiece was
The Canterbury Tules, with inset drawings
by Burne-Jones and ornamental designs by
Morris.

Different aspects of Morris's extensive life-
work have found favor in various Hiterary and
political climates since his death. In the early
twentieth century, he was perhaps most
widely known as the designer whose work in-
spired what came to be known as the arts and
crafts movement, Smaller groups have always
admired him as the foster-father of British
socialism, foster-grandfather of the ecological
movement, and perhaps the most significant
English book designer since Caxton. His po-
etic reputation suffered for a time from the
critical disparagement of romantic narrative
poetry. In the end, perhaps, what is most im-
pressive about Morris’s lifework is the energy
and skill with which he held in creative sus-
pension tendencies that might seem dialecti-
cally opposed: literary romanticism and a
Marxist view of history; tireless social activism
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and introspective art; zealous preservation of
the environment and ancient buildings and
influential innovation of modern design; the
creation of complex forms of decorative art
and simple evocation of natural emotion;
blunt anger at human greed or inequity and
faith in the redemptive value of communal
effort; and a dreamlike talent at poetic fantasy
and passionate belief in the pleasure and dig-
aity of work.
FLORENGE BOOS
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MORRISON, ARTHUR
(1863-1945)

Arthur Morrison, journalist, author, and au-
thority on Japanese art, was born of working-
plass parents near the Fast End of London,

514

whose slums and people he vividly depicted in
his fiction.

Little is known about Morrison’s fife. After
working as a clerk in the People's Palace and
publishing the supernatural stories of The

~ Shadows Around Us {1891}, he gained rec.

ognition with Tales of Mean Streets (1894),
frantk, discerning stories about the working
classes. His best novel, A Child of the Jago
(1896), starkly deseribes the imprisoning ef.
fects of orime and poverty on a young boy and
his family, and demonstrates Morrison’s inti-
mate knowledge of the viclent, brutalizing
conditens of one of London’s worst slums.
Other working-class novels include To Lon-
don Town (1899) and the more highly re
gsarded The Hole in the Wall (1902), which is
written, like Dickens's Bleak House, from
bath a first-person and an omniscient point of
view. Morrison also wrote deteetive fiction in
the 1890s, was one of the earliest and best
yuitators of Arthur Conan Doyle, and nar
rated the exploits of his serial detective, Mar-
tin Hewitt, with considerable skilt and inge-
nuity of plot.

Onee widely known and pow unjustly neg-
jected, Morrison at his best was an accurate,
oljective, and compassionate observer of the
poor and working classes. His uncompromis-
ing vision and clear, uncluttered prose make
A Child of the Jugo one of the most note
worthy naturalistic novels written in fngland.
By 1910, Morrison had virtually ceased writ-
ing fictien to devote himself to his coflection
of Japanese art.
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