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The 'literary portraits' of George Gilfillan, literary critic, anthologist and reformist theologian, introduced literary and
historical figures to a wide Victorian audience.

A minister of religion and an unstinting advocate of the poor and oppressed, Gilfillan also published many books and
more than 100 articles and literary reviews in the Critic, Hogg's Instructor, Eclectic Review, Palladium, Celtic
Magazine, Scottish Review and other mostly Scottish periodicals from 1845 to 1878. His articles were reprinted in
three widely read Galleries of Literary Portraits (1845, 1849 and 1855), in which he sketched the 'genius' and
sensibilities of a wide range of predecessors and contemporaries, among them younger poets such as Sydney
Dobell, Gerald Massey and Alexander Smith.

In 1854, W. E. Aytoun followed a hostile Blackwood's review of the 'spasmodics' Smith, Dobell, and others with a
verse-epic Firmilian, in which he parodied Gilfillan as a too enthusiastic promoter of the works of neophytes. The
assault damaged Gilfillan's reputation, but he continued to publish literary reviews, many of which formed
introductions to his 48-volume Library of British Poets (1853-1860) or called attention to the work of little-known
Scottish writers such as working-class poet Janet Hamilton.

Itself little-known today, Gilfillan's literary and religious journalism merits more sustained attention.

Sources: Boos 2004, Cronin 2002, Fennell 1968, Pursglove 1994, Watson and Watson 1892.
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