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Thank you for your response and for the offer of loans. However, until our
financial situation-improves we are unable to consider reprinting. All orders
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. issue. '

EDITORIAL
History Workshop Journal and Feminism

With this issue History Workshop Journal changesits subtitle from *a journal of socia-
list historians’ to ‘a journal of socialist and feminist historians’.

- Since its inception the Journalhas made the promotion and publication of feminist
history one of its central concerns. The editorial collective includes histotians, men as
well as women, for whom the study of gender divisions and sexual politics is a primary
intellectual commitment. Yet until now the cover of History Workshop Journal has
described it simply as a journial of *socialist historians’: a designation with which all the
editors strongly identify but which we now believe to be an insufficient statement of
our collective enterprise. Two factors in particular weighed strongly in our decision to
make the change. ay )

First, it is increasingly apparent that feminist ideals and demands cannot simply be
subsumed under the socialist label. Many socialists are not feminists. The struggle for
socialism does ot automatically encompass the struggle for women’s freedom, and
consequently feminists have been forced to challenige many of the dominant assump-
tions on which current socialist strategies are based. This is one of the main reasons
why the women’s movement including its socialist wing, has remained politically
autonomous. It is also why those historians who are principally engaged in researching
and writing the history of sexnal divisions cannot be seen merely as contributing to the
enlargement or sexual enlightenment of socialist history. Rather, we are active partici-
pants in the construction of a new, aufonomous feminist history. This does not mean
that our socialism and our feminism are unconnected (either in practical or theoretical
terms) but simply that one cannot be reduced to the other. Thus, once History Work-
shop Journal decided it was as committed to the building of feminist history as it wasto
the production of historical writing in and for the socialist struggle, it seemed appro-
priate to say so —on the cover.

The second deciding factor was the development of feminist history.itself. The last
six years, since the Journal began, have seen a virtual explosion in feminist historical
writing, particularly in Western Europe, North America and Australia but by no
means confined to these regions. This quantitative development in research and pub-
lications has been accompanied by important.qualitative changes —in the type of ques-
tions asked, the methodologies used, the scope and sophistication of analytical
approaches adopted —to tlie point where feminist history has now clearly moved onto
the frontiers of progressive historical writing. The.contents of History Workshop
Journal have reflected this development, although never as much as its editors would
have liked. It is our hope that in altering the designation of the Journal we will encour-
age feminist writers to view it as their platform, and that this will simultaneously act as
aconstant spur to the editors to ensure that the Journal deserves the name it has taken.

Finally, it is important to stress that describing the Journal as feminist has major
implications for allits contents, not simply those articles which examine the history of
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women-or sexual relations. Just as socialist history means not merely the history of
socialist movements or labour organisations, but the reinterpretation of all dominant
-social and cultural institutions in terms of a class perspective, so a historical analysis
influenced by feminism demands that we ask new questions of the past, challenge old
assumptions, and become sensitive to the central significance of sexual divisions in the
shaping of both past and present. Future issues will, we trust, illustrate this approach
= whether-through. a study of the notions of masculinity enibodied it the world of
sport, or in our continuing explorations of language, the family, artistic representation
and the class struggle. In this issue we publish essays by Olivia Harris on family and
household, Judith Walkowitz on the contemporary significance of nineteenth ~century
debates over prostitution and sexuality, and Tim Mason on the relationship between
the personal and political.in Rosa Luxembourg’s life, as revealed in her letters to her
lover, Leo Jogiches. They will, we hope, stimulate further contributions.and debates
and also demonstrate our commitment to.the aspirations implicit in the new masthead.

JOURNAL DESIGN

The look and feel of History Workshop Jeurnal over the six yesirs ofits life have:been
the result of some luck and some judgemenit on the part of the editors, biat-above ali of
the imagination, skill and hard work of Mary Kuper, dur désigner since Issie 1. She is
now taking a break from work on HW.Jin order to concentrate on other projects, so
We want totake this opportunity to acknowledge Her contribution and to thank her for

Bemard Canavan has taken over as designer; he lias been associated with History
Workshot and the Journal sirice he was a student at Ruskin in 1971, and vee look for-
ward to working with him'in his new role. o o :

SPECIAL FEATURE

William Morris’s SOCIALIST DIARY
- edited by Florence Boos

INTRODUCTION

Morris’s achievements routinely exhaust the enumerative dbilitics of his biograph'grs.
When m 1883 William Mortfs joined the Social Democratic Fe‘clbi-atidq ,hehad already
been a writer of narrative poems and prose romarices; pioneer in the'decorative arts;
translator of Icelandic sagas; desigiier of stained-glass Windows, wallpapers, and
tapestries; illuminator of ‘manuscrifts; vigorous man of business; _founde_r of the
Society for the Protection of Ancient Buildings{SPAB); and loyal mnal friend and
relation to an impressive range of people. . o o
‘More relévant to the Diary is Morris’s identity as the most prominent Victorian
artist to émbrace the new socialist movement of the 1880s, a choice which”we‘ts_
deprecated or condemnéd by most friends and associates, and soine members of his *
family. From 1883 to 1890, he continued to maintain Morris and CQ., .a_md wrote some
apolitical prose romances-and translations, but'devoted most of th;s p.e;_:od to the
socialist movemient, Several times each week he spoke and sttended meetings. He also
made strenuous propaganda tours in the North of England and Scotland, kept up a
heavy political correspondence with fellow ‘socialists; wrote socialist songs, a long
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poem on the Paris. Commune, a socialist play, and historical and utopian romances;
defended socialist and related causes in innumerable letters to newspapers; edited and
wrote weekly for the socialist newspaper Commonweal after 1885; and led from 1885
to 1890 one of England’s two major socialist. organisations, the Socialist League.

Some of the literary work of this period was among the best he ever wrote. His
translations declined in number but not quality, and several of his socialist poems are
excellent. A Dream of John Ball and News jrom Nowhere are the most well-known
and admired of his prose works, and his short, pithy political commentaries in
Commonweal helped to make it the most vigorous and sophisticated leftist publication
of its decade. In addition, he wrote many socialist essays from 1883-94, which he
himself never published in full or in chronologlcal order. Direct and rhythmic in
cadence, they reflect the intense simplicity which Morris considered appropriate for
dignified popular art. _

During this period, Morris’s personal example and dedication inspired and
encouraged members of every faction of the left, and his decisions had a strong effect
on the origins of British socialism. But the influence of his political prescriptions and
theoretic emphases waned quickly after his death ih 1896, and both his actions and his
views have since been reassessed many times. Morris was an impressive eclectic, and
representatives of all parties have argued that he anticipated or approved their endeav-
ours — Fabians, anarcho-communists, parliamentarans, trade unionists, art societies,
all shades of gradualists and.revolutionaries, ethical socialists, members of the
Independent Labour Party (ILP); even, grotesquely, anti-communists. Inevitably,
some of these reinterpretations have led to dubious projection and misappropriation.
British socialism of the 1880s was so riven by faction and isolated that both activists
and later historians have tried many times to recast the sequence of events — could and
should Morris have behaved differently, could he have united an effective socialist
workers' movement, were his stances politically consistent, or valid, or constructive?
Morris’s decisions were mtelhgent and tolerant, but sometimes idiosyncratic, Often
they seem to reflect Morris’s personal heroism, and a tendency in his view of socialism
to polarise the vety concrete.and the very distant —immediate propaganda, and the
ideal future society. In his other endeavours this fidealism’ had united in pragmatic
form a strong individual creative drive and a deep perception of kinship with others;
here it provided more a heroic exemplar than a pattern for imitation.

Yet is this a legitimate reproach? In the British socialist movement of the '80s,
continental exiles already strained against representatives of a nascent electoral
politics and trade-unionism; and this divergence was probably inherent. The frag-
mentation of the anarch:st’, ‘reformist’, and “collectivist’ factions of the British
socialist movement may have been unpreventable, and it is perhaps to Morris’s credit
that he successfully. harmonised these still-creative tensions as long as he did, and
offered moderate admonitions and qualified support in the final years of his life ro
several of the divergent parties.

Morris’s Socialist Diary of 1887 is one of the most interesting writings from- thls
period of his work. It is one of only two extended diaries of his actmtles which he kept
in his life, each of which represents an effort to record and analyse experiences of a new
phase. of his work and thought. His 1871 and 1873 Journals of Travels to Iceland
embodya commltment to Ieelandic literature which inspired much of his work during
the next two decades. The much briefer Socialist Diary was kept during a period of
intense activity from January to April 1887, and until recently had never been
published in. its entirety. Its. brevity and hluntness render it a more accessnble intro-
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duction to his political.activities and beliefs than the editorial-notes c_)f Commonweal,
his more expansive essays, or his massive socialist correspondence to friends and
comrades during this period. Morris’s tactical analyses give a shrewd but admirably
disinterested view of many of the political groups of his time: Gladstonian liberalism
and the Liberal Unijonists, Bradlaughian radicalism, Fabianism, Hyndman’s Social
Democratic Federation, several varietiés of anarchism, and the anti-parliamentarian

and parliamentarian wings of the Socialist League. The Diary also records grim

economic conditions, hostility of the newspapers and police, shifting responses of his
audiences, and practical obstacles to his efforts-at propaganda. Finally, it documents
some of the movement’s many achievements —its genuine intellectual variety and co-
operation under stress, and a sense of excitement and anticipa_lion', which deepened as
well as intensified its doctrinal and tactical disputes.

Like the Icelandic Journals, the Socialist Diary represents an effort to concretise
and analyse the activities of a period of transition. In early 1887 Morris had already
been an active socialist for four years, working throughout this period to encourage
the mass movement he knew was necessary for the achievement of socialism, and for
almost two years he had struggled to unite the non-Hyndman elements of the socialist
movement around a common programme in the Socialist League. The Diary records
his understated but honést assessment of the factors which would frustrate both of
these goals and eventually exclude hirh from active political leadershipy outside of the
tocal Hammersmith Socialist Society . Written after the completion of the visionary A
Dream of John Bafl, and before the suppression of the Trafalgar Square Demon-
stration of November 1887, the Diaryis a good indication of Morris’s teactions at the
midpoint of his period of mdst vigorous activity It hasbeen claimed that the Trafalgar
Square police attack darkened his view of the immediate possibilities for socialism. It
certainly demonstrated the hopelessness of untrained, unarmed demonstrators wheh
faced with military attack, but the Diary clearly indicates that Morris had never been
sanguine about the immediate effectiveness of socialist agitation:

At an early stage Morris seems to-have thought of publishin_g hisdiary; he wrote to
his daughter Jenny that he had begun an account of his socialist activities which-might
be useful later on, ‘a sort of Jonah’s eye view of the whale, you know,’ and early in the
Diary he pauses several times to explain items that might not have needed clarification
in-a private document —at one point, for example, he notes ‘for the benefit of well-to-
do west-enders’ the familiar patiern of police brutality toward the poor.

Why then did Morris put it aside after only three months? The obvious answer is
overwork. The weekly Commonweal of this period was in itseJf a massive labour,
demanding detailed narrations of meetings and political events ‘which he would also
have described in the Diary. When parallel accounts of similar events in the Diary,
Commonwedl, and letters to his ‘daughters and other socialists became impossible,
Morris probably decided that letters and journalism were commitments he could not
suspend. Most immediately, the Scottish campaign distracted him -from- his usual
schedule, and material which might otherwise have seemed more suitable for a semi-
private journal was placed diréctly into the articles on histravels. The Diary asit stands
‘may have accomplished its essential purpose of enabling Morris to a_malyse patterns of
socialist agitation and formulate his own viewsmore cléarly, as expressed in the essays
which he wrote during the yeat, including “Moriopoly’, ‘Feudal England’, ‘The Policy
of Abstention’,. ‘The Society 6f the Future’, and ‘The Present Qutlook in Politics’.
Also the tension between parliamentarizans and anti-patliamentarians which preceded
the 1887 Conference may have seemed too factionalised for a semi-public document,
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and during the next months he diverted his time to writing urgent letters to potential
allies, and to private and public reformuiations of his arguments against paliiation,
compromise, and parliamentarism . ) o P

. The Diary has suffered an uneven fate at the hands of biographers, beginning with
1. W. Mackail, who published ong excerpts in his biography of 1899, His virulent anti-
socialist bias probably led him to omit passages describing Morris’s more. productive
campaigns in the North, and to highlight accounts of the movement’s internal debates
and failures. . He summarises the Diary's contents in dour reduction:.

The extracts vﬂiich_ foﬂow show what immense labour he continued to S.Pcn-d in. the
service of the League, and how clearly nevertheless he.saw Lthe weakness of their
machinery and the futility of the greater part of their efforts, and of his own. {vol.
Hp.169) -

By contrast May Morris greatly respected her father’s socialist writings but, as Eugene
LeMire has carefully documented in hisintroduction to The Unpublished Lectures of
William Morris.(1969), was pressured by both exécutor_s and publishers to reprint.as
little as possible of the lesser-known works, especially the socialist writings. Perhapsin

compensation, she .tended to smuggle: favourite portions. of these writings, in

confusing sequence, inte her introductions to the Collected Works. In two of the four
volumes in which she describes Morris’s socialist activity in greatest detail —numbers

20and 23> she prints additional passages, and two decades later she published further
excetpts in William Morris Artist Writer Seciakist. Although some sense of the Diary’s

contenis can be obtajned from these fragments, their publication did kittle to further
appreciation of its literary. and political unity: E.P, Thompson's William Morris:
Romantic to Revolutionary (1955; 2nd.ed. 1977).cites the Socialist Diary in consider-

able detail, and: responds. sympathetically to the intensity and vigour of Morris’s

speaking trips to Scotland , but Thompson’s own electoral marxism may cause him to

de-emphasise Morris’s anti-parliamentarian associations. during this period and to

deprecate his commitment to labour issues. Of Morris’s energetic propaganda.among

the striking miners, Thompson writes:

Morris appears to-have failed to realize.either the importance of the possibilities
opened up by this foothold in the coalfieids or the gravity of the defeat. (2nd.ed.
p.438) -

In April Morris proposed to the Council a Hyde Park meeting in support of the miners’
strike and the socialists’ northern campaign. To-him, the failed strike seemed onlyone
of.a number of signs (not least among them the general apathy of London audiences)
of the desperate situation of the proletariat.

. Throughout the Digry Morris reflects on obstacles to the progress of socialism. In
several glances backward, he despairs onceagain of parliamentary Liberalism, and his
distaste for the Radical Clubs never wavers. His response to-the tactics of the Socialist
League’s chief rival, H-M, Hyndman's Social Demdcratic Federation (SDF), is more
complex. With other secessionists from the-SDF, he had been repelled by Hyndman’s
‘vanguardism’, his insistence on personal and::secretive control of London and
provincial branches, and his evenhanded condescension towards the two groups that
inevitably comprised most members of the party, foreign emigrés and members of the
working class. Upon leaving the SDF Morris wrote:
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{Hyndrhan®s] aim hasbeen to make the mevement seetn b_ig, tq frightenthe pq‘wc.rs
thiat be with a turnip bogie which perhaps he almost belieVes‘m hlmgelf : hence a]l .
. thatinsane talk of-immediate forcible revolution, when we knOW;tiEat'Fhe,wafkgfs
" in England arenot eventouched by the movement; hence the‘f.oun;dlng\of I:J__rgir}.,ches
. which melt away into mere names, the neglect of organization for fruftl.ess
. agitation; anid worst of all, hence discreditable intrigue and sowing of suspicion
among those-who aré working for the party. (BL. Add. MS, 45, 345, letter to
" Joyries, Christmas Day 1884)* e -

’ :.;Wi:' have-f'omed- another body, the So;:ialist* League . ..t expects single-

- heartedness from its members and fratcmallqi_:o-op'eration. and ... will not suffer

- any absolutism amongst-it. (letter-to Robert Thompson, | January 1885, Letters,
p.229) Cot e T

Morris’s objections to the-amtecedents of ‘democratic centralism’ were deeply rooted

.in -conviction and temperament, and associated in his own mind with his’ anti-

parliamentarianism, and-his preference for local organisation loosely interwoven by
international ties.. . ... . . - - : LA, .

Quite specifically, he attacked Hyndman’s. threats 'agams.l lht? government,
dftempts to conceal the movement’s limited following, and his nationalism, as,among
other things, a failure of socialist imagination as well as.integrity: .

Hence attacks on foreigrers as foreigners or at least sneers at them: coq'ilgltiflg glso
with jingoism in various forms, all of which mean waiting about to s?c.w_hatecan be
made of the political situation, if pechaps at the best one may attain to a sor_,t of

Bismarkian State Socialism, or as near it as we can get in England. I cannot stand
all this, it is not what 1 mean by Socialism either in aim or in means: 1.want a real
revolution, a real change in Society Society_a great organic mass of well-regulated
forces used for the bringing about a happy life for all. . . the revalution cannot l?e a
mechanical ene, though the last-act of it may bexivil war, or it will end in reaction
after all. (to Robert Thompson, 1 January 1885, Letters, p,228)

Mdrﬁs is al.so wﬁry of st:reet demonstrations of theu'neri{filbyqa; unless the.y anticipate
the.rising of an entire class, they manipulate the misery of their participants, and
provoke needless arrests.

Weil, it is.a mistake to try to organis;e riot .o et An'y_ 6-p;_:psition to _law and
order in the sireets is of usé to us, {f the price of it is not too high. . .(10 February
__1_886, in Arnot, p.79)

Take this for fny word about this kind of thing: if a riot is qui'te spoptaneol_.ls it cpe;
frighten the bourgeois even if it’s bt isolated; but phnqed riots or shows of ‘force
are riot good unless in' 4 time of action, when they are backed by thﬁ oplnyon (?f.th;-!
people ‘and are in point of fact ini:liéa't_ions of the r;isir_lg tide. (16 Febljuary, Diary).

He would later argue in similar terms aboul"pfbpaganﬁa of the deed’; and sporadic
appeals to popular violence, that mindless taunts to the authorities would _be_ suicidal,

if they failed to reflect a rising tide of consistefit feeling.

*There is a list of the abbreviations at the end of this Iftroduction,
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Traditionally, the most difficult to understand of Morris’s tactical convictions is
his deep opposition to.electoral politics. Even in the early days of the Socialist League
(8L), his aggressive opposition to socialist parliamentary campaigns was shared by
few, especially outside of London. Almost all of the. Marxists associated with the
Socialist League — Eleanor Marx, Edward Aveling, Engels, A.K. Donald, and E.B.
Bax —were parliamentarists from the beginning, and his allies' from the provinces —
Bruce Glasier, John Glasse, Tom Maguire —all abandened their anti-efectoralism in
later years. More to the point, the resulting disputé eventually incapacitated the SL,
and led to its division in 1888. Efforts by the Socialist Union, J.L. Mahon and the
North of England Federation, the Labour Emancipation League, H.H Champion,
the Labour Union, the SDF; and others to elect socialists were unsuccessful before the
Londen County Council elections of 1891, but'not as overwhelmingly so as the SDF’s
first campaigns of 1885 (in which the two London candidates had polled a total of
50-0dd votes).

Moreover, Morris’s alternatives ~ education ‘of- the entire working class to
socialism, followed by an uprising of the workers ~receded constantly from view,
Mortis also hadsimilar reservations about other provisional or *palliative’ measures
~ co-operative stores, Of campaigns for free speech in the parks — which he neverthe-
less supported as legitimate forins of training in propaganda and organisation. By
contrast Morris's Diary atid political letters of the period indicate that his single
greatest concern may have-been to prevent thie League Council of 1887 from taking a
parliamentary position.

Several of Morris's-associates and latér commentators — Fabians, members of the
ILP, Muarxists—have argued ihat Morris liter changed his mind. For example,
Hyndman wrote that in 2 speech in 1895, Morris supported his parliamentary.
campaign and retracted his former opposition. In Witliam Movris and the Early Days
of the Socialist Movement, Bruce Glasicr, by then a supporter of the ILP, writes that
Morris-expressed encouragément and ‘approval in 1895 of gains by the Eabour Party
(p.134}. Several later editors-and historians have followed suit {sg, A.L. Mortoh, ed.,
Political Writings of William Morris, 1973, p.241). There is no such evidence of
reconciliation with the Fabians. Robin Pageé Arnot records that when he asked Sidney

‘Webb what Morris had said to him after an 1895 Hammersmith SL lecture, Webb

reported Morris’s partir'l_‘g remirk: “The world is going your way at the present, Webb,

-but it is not the right way in the end’ (Arnot, p.108). In any case, the issue of electoral

politics was the central one in Morris’s relation to the League. It isimportaiii therefore
to define carefully his position in 1887, ask why he defended it so heatedly, even at the
cost of further active political influence, and mquire whether His later statements do
represent a genuine change in view. o '

" The most restrained version of Morris’s 1887 position was that he saw several
alternate forms of socialist endeavour — parliamentarianism among them —but felt
that the SDF was a parliamentary party, and so the SL should choosean alternate form
of effort. This conception of a confederated movernent with several harmonious and
alternate strategies for propaganda is an aitractive one, apd Morris did 'use such
grounds to urge J.L. Mahon and other SL parliamentarians to return to the SDF, A
similar view appears in letters to Glasse:

.. .to have two organisations holding the same tenets and fo!ldwing__ the same
policy seems to me absurd. (19 May 1887, Armnot, p_82) )
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1 appeal to those who doubt the usefuiness-of such a body of prin.ci;;)le at all events
to stand aside and not to break it up but join other bodies now 'ex1st1_ng.for whom |

- for my part feel complete tolerance, so long as thiey arenot broughtinsideours, (23
May 1887, Arnot, p.83). : SR

Even here a crucial qualification enters in the determination thg.t the SL, apd parlia-
mentarians must.be completely disjoint: the SL. itseljf-can'cont_a.m no parhamt_ama_ry
wing. In all his evaluations, Morris clearly considers h.is ed.ucatlonallst-.revolu-tl_on'ar—
ism the superior position. Parliamentarianism me\tltably requires vitiating
compromise, and a vigorous association -of extra-parliamentary s.omallsts must
réassert the movement’s original aims. This mixture of tolerance and dl.staste appears
in his remarks to John Glasse on 23 May 1887, a month-after the Diary ends, and
shortly before the Conference on 30 May.- -

1 believe that the Socialists will certainly-send membersto Parlia?n.lent when the)_r are
strong enough to do so. initself I see no harm in that, §0'10ng asitis understood t!1at
they go there as rebels, not as members of the governing body, prepared by passing
palliative measures to keep ‘Society’ alive, But 1 fear that many of them w!ll be
drawn into that ervor-by the corrupting influence of a body profe_ss_edly hostile to
‘Socialism? and therefore 1 dread the parliamentary 'period.(cleaﬂy along wayahead
at present) of the progress of the party; and I thinlf it will be'—necess'ar‘y‘ always:to
keep alive a body of Socialists of principle who will refuse responsibility for t_he
actions of the parliamentary portion of the party.. ' I repeat, the non-partia-
memntary feeling will assuredly not be repressed entirely: (Arnot, pp.82-3)

More harshly, his letters and essays of the period charge that pa.lliat.ive measures create
active harm, by distracting people from true awareness of their degradation and
servitude, For example, on 20 March 1887, he wrote Joseph Lane:

Meanwhile 1 believe all palliative measures-like the 8 hours bill to be_ dt':lusive,‘ and
so, damaging to the'cause if put forward by-s‘ocialiﬂsasfz part of socialism: though
of course they will be put forward arnd carried at some time by some party, and we
shall then have to take the good and the bad of them. But‘: we -shm.}ld be cle.ar that
they are not our measures. 1 think the duty of the League is educatlol}al ent.u-ely at
‘present; and that duty isall the more impartant since the SDF has entirely given up
that side of things. (BL. Add. MS. 45,345)

Later in the year he formulated his “position more explicitly in "The Policy of
Abstention’:

...I cannot help thinking that the scheme of parliament wquld I:!e -fPund in
practice to stand in the way of the formation of that widespread orgamzanon-wnlf
its singleness of aim and directness of action which it seems to me is what we'want:
that the effort towards success in parliament will swallow up all other eff?rt,.that .
such-success-in short will come to be looked upon as the end....  the organization I
am thinking of would have a serious point of differ.en_ce from any that equld be
formed as a part of a parliamentary plan of action: its aim would be to act directly,
‘whatever was done in it would be done by the people themsel\_fes_;— there woyld
consequently be nc possibility of compromise; of the association becoming
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anything else than it was intended to be; nothing.could take its place; before all its
members would be put but one alternative to complete success, complete failure,
namily% Car.).as ‘much be said for any plan involving the representatives of the
people-forming a part of a body whose purpose is the continyous enslaveient

the people? (AWS, vol.II p.447) - s N

-In‘a.f_arewell to.the SL written three and a half years later, Mo_rris'madé the point more
epigrammatically: . '

.. .there are a great many who believe it possible to compel theip. méstefs by-some
means or another to.behave better to them, and though they are prepared to
. co.mpfl them (by so-cailed peaceful means, strikes and the like), allbut a v:ery smail
minerity are not prepared fo do without mastets. (Morton, ed., Political Writings,

p-226)

:ll}terwovcn with Morris’s anti-reformism was his deep ‘ethicaI contempt for the
activity of politicians: so fundamentally a matter of sordid compromise.and dishenest
tﬂn]:?(‘)rary‘ alliances did -parliamentary activity seem to him. Something of this real
!'IOSFllIEY' surfaces in the contexts.in which he describes Hyndman 'and Dbnald as
intriguers and “politicians’, and in his sharp exchange with the incrcaéingly pmliaﬁen-
tary J.L. Mahon, directly before and after the Conference of 1887, If the parliamen-
tarians dotake over the League, Morris asserts, the League itself will be destroyed:

Finally you must not forget-that whatever apen steps I might take; I bersonally
would. have nothing to do with politics properly so called. The whole business isso
revolting to a.decent quiet body with an opinion of his-own, that if that were our
road, 1should not be able to help drapping; off it. (17 May, Arnot, p.66)

If the League does disappear, 1 shall try to get a dozen men toéether whdl"h [can
trust,.’and who have definite ideas about socialism and decline anybedy who
~doesn’t reaily hold these views: Iwill speak and write wherever I.can: but I will not

give one penny to:support any set of people who won’t come up to the t
June, Arnot, p.68) - - P € test. (14

Later in tl?e year he concluded a lecture on “The Present Outlook in Politics’ iwith
the hope that in a new society politics as we know them may becompletely superseded;

It is certain that even now while we speak politics of the old kind, the shuffle of Ins
and Outs, are waning away, and the new politics that are taking the place of the old
f'ncan a struggle against stupidity for the reconstruction of society on ai_tolerable
mst‘ead of intolerable basis, so that-at last we may beled into the happy days when
society shall be what its name. means, and politics wili be no more. (LéMire

Unpublished Lectures of William Morris, p.216) -

And as late a5 1895,.in a lecture on “What We Have to Look For’
immediate future as filled with - i L

boo fa_ilm:e and disappointment and stupidity and causeless quarrels, and in short all
.- the miseries that go to make up the degrading gameof politics. (A WS, vol.1l p.358)
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The: paradox of a political movernent founded on contempt for existing: politics.is
perhaps too familiar for further cotnment. At least during this period Morris was
actively hostile to the argument that an electoral campaign could itself be educational,

- and provide expression for the more theoretical formulations of the League. . .

- Onewonders what influence the character of thé socialist parliamentarians of 1887
had on Morris’s ‘theoretieal’ position. Morris felt active contempt for the motives and
actions.of Hyndman, Aveling, and Donald; he had no:meral objections to Mahon-and
Champion, -buf indicates in the letters that he considered them misguided and
changeable. He seems to have been only peripherally concerned.with Engels’s views,
and saw Elednor Marx as. essentially an adjunct of Aveling. Bax’s abstruse and
theoretical manner may have undercut the persuasiveness of his tactical arguments,
and Morris seems:to hiave felt-little active sympathy with. any of the Fabians except
Shaw. o N b L
By contrast Morris’s letters indicate active respect for anti-parliamentarians such
as Joseph Lane, and perhaps more significantly, for such anti-parliamentarian foreign
refugees as Andreas Scheu and Beter. Kropotkin {(and perhaps to a lesser extent for
Victor Dave, Henry Charles, and'Sergius Stepniak). - .

" One should perhaps. keep in mind: that Morris's great-model for revolutionary
heroism was the Paris Commune. The emigré-communards’ internationalism, revolu-
tionary histories, and obvious sufferings on behalf of the cause eficited Mortis’s
sympathy for heroic defeats and his sense of alliance in a continuing struggle.
Hyndman's association .of jingoism and parliameritarianism. seemed to suggest an
opposite stance.: Finally, elements of Morris's fears became reality: internationalism
was. submerged, - mainstream: socialism did -become parrowly British, reformist
ministers did break strikes and suppress all.anarchist or syndicalist impulses, . .

All the same: if ‘politics’ were inevitably contaminated, what political means could
the League use to effect the total reversal of economic relationships? For Morris the
solution to this enigma lay in an alternate vision of worker organisation: he wanted a
separate: government' by workers, as it were a Labour Parliament, which would
eventually assert its alternate legitimacy to rule.

* «..85 the approaching break-down of the momopolist system comes closer
"+ conviction will be forced on the minds.of more and more people, till at last the mere
necessities of life will force the main part of the workers to join them-.....

The revolutionary body will find its duties divided into two parts, the maintenance
of its pedple while things are advancing to the final struggle, and resistance to the
constitutional authority, including the evasion or disregard of the arbitrary laws of
“the latter Its chief weapons during this petiod will be co-operation and boycotting

¢ .. (“The Policy of Absténtion’, AWS, vol.Il .p.448) . e

- Marxist. views of recent revolutions, and their greater likelihood. of occurrence in
nations where capitalism had evolved to its most.intense and self-defeating level of
organisation, .may have contributed to Morris’s intransigence. So also may the
analogy of Home Rule. If the reolutionary Irish could advocate election of their own
representatives,outside-of Parliament, why not.the proletariat? Recall also the parlia-
ment.of early. 1887: Conservative-dominated, with not a single working-class member
independent of. the Liberals, and only one maverick quasi-socialist. aristocrat, R.B.
Cunninghame-Graham; soon to be ostracised for his part-in the Trafalgar Square
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Demionsttation of November 1887 .In this light, Morris’s impatience with
‘permeation’ may seetn more understandable.-Freed from a hereditary upper house
and reactionary monarch, a truly independent Labour Parliament could make clear
pronouncements, and set its own suffrage requirements (presumably universal adult
suffrage). Its very existence would-threaten the established government and publicise
the socialist cause among the workers.

* Ironically, Morris may well have been confirmed in his: opposition to electoral
politics by sincere, rather than verbal, commitment to revolutionary determinism and
the monolithic outlines of Marx’s model for the fall of capitalism. Jfas Marx claimed,
capitalism was a sclf-defeating system of oppression which would exhaust itself in
overproduction for increasingly $carce markets; and if, -as Marx and Morris both
believed, labour not only ought to be but in fact was the-only source of value and
wealth; then accomnmodation with an exploitive system would only increase the wealth
of capitalists, and decrease the power of labour: . -

- ...at present when the rights of capital are admitted and all that is claimed is a
proportional share in the profits, it means a kind of relief to the employers, an
additional poor-rate levied frotm the workers ... . (4 WS, vol 11 p.443)

Or d'egeneérﬂ@-i‘nto hypocrisy:

Any other progtamme is:misleading and-dishonest; it has two faces to it, one-of -

- which says to the working-man, ‘This is Socialism or the beginning of it {whichitis
not), and the other saysto the capitalist, ‘This is sham Socialism; if you can get.the
workers, or part of them, to accept this, it will create a new lower middle class, a
‘buffer, to push in between Privilege and Socialism, and save you, if only for a
‘while.” (CW, vol: XXIII p.253, ‘Monapoly')

To talk of redistributing- wealth, but avoid the issue of self-determination was a mere
fantasy: ’

Well the masters can and doreply: My friends .. . we know your interest better than
yowdo yourselves,-and shall resist your feeble attempts-to reduce our salaries; and
since we organize your labour and the market of the world which it supplies, we
shall manage your wages amongst other matters. (4 WS, vol.1I p.443)

Meorris may have been wrong. But these quotations should effectively refute the view
that-hi3 position was literary-utopian or ‘naive’.- : i B

Which is'not to say that other motives did not. reinforce:his intransigence. All his
life —in his poetry, narrative fantasies, friendships, and hiswork for the Firm — Morris
sought to promote a kind of idealised comradeship which strained against the resort to
compromise for (alleged) immediate tactical gains. He was capable of sustained hard
work of almost incredible intensitys but gradualism and bargain-cutting. wer¢ as
remote from his natural mode of action as from his imaginative efforts. in Morris’s
early poetry, a protagonist often holds out nobly against insuperabie odds in-the name
of fellowship, justice, and love; in the quest-allegories of his maturity, such as the
Earthly Paradise tales, the protagonist breaks the frame of each partially completed
journey-and begins anew. Had Morris been content to live less the spirit ‘of his
searching, poetic protagohists, he would never have ‘betrayed his class interests* and
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embraced revolutionary socialism in the first place. His refusal or inability to coerce
others or reduce a unified vision to its more ‘practical’ eomponcnfs'e:_cpressed the same
anger and compassion as did his political engagern_cnt. A ‘Pohtllcal’ tempe‘ran}ent,
which might have made Morris a good patliamentarian, Fabian, or trade-"umomst z?t
53, miglit also have frozen him in any number of earlier, more ‘reasonable bour‘,gems
roles; for example: (i) as' a Christian socialist at 20 his mother'-had wanted l.‘l.ln‘l. to
become a bishop, and as a young man he was fond of ecclesiastical lore); or (i) as a
restorationist architect at 25 (he apprenticed in the firm of G.B. S.treet, the‘ most
enlightened practitioner of exactly the sort of rest(laratl.on ]\:lorns latf:r bitterly
opposed); or (iii} as a Gladstonian Liberal MP at 40 (his i.'nend.s cxpectatlon)_. .

The restless anger with which he rejected all these plausibly trimmed expressions of
miiddle-class liberalism may. have reflected an acutely heightened awarencss of the
natute and ease of co-optation. Morris was -one of the few who debated the issue m:
slectoralism for whom a ‘successful’ political career as:a suitably trimmed. 'mavencls
would in fact have been readily available. He was always conscious ef the fact that his
environment ‘clearly encouraged what. he considered defections. from duty, and
discouraged self-sacrifice. He wrote Georgiana Burne-Jones:

Meantime w-hat,a little rﬁfﬂes .me is this, that if 1 do alittle fail in my duty some of
my friends. will praise:me. for failing instead of blaming me. (31 October 1885,
Letters, p.242) -

To .someone to whom compromise and partial. success were always available,
voluntary assumption of defeat came fo seem a test of sincerity:

We must get used to such trifles as defeats, and refuse to be disct.)ura‘ged by them.
Indeed1:am an old hand at that. gamée, my life having been passed m—belr.lg. defeafed;
as:surely as.every man®s-must be who finds himself forced into a position a little
ahead of the average in his aspirations. (letter, 15 August 1889, to Andreas
Scheu,CW, vol. XX p.xlvii)

One can alsoinvoke-his class background and privilege to suppoi.'t qtllite differerft
¢ritical arguments -about- Morris!s purism. Did his financ:jal secunty._mt"li.lence his
telative opposition-to immediate political gains.such as the‘ eight-heur day or increased
hourfy wages? He ‘himself drew a more complex connection:

...in my position of a well-to-do man, not suffen_'ing from the disabilities-wl]ich
oppress a working man at every step, I feel that I might never have been drawn m.to
the practical side of the question if an ideal had not forced me to-seck towards it.
For politics as-pelitics, i.e., not regarded ds a necessary if cumbersome -and
disgustful means to anend, would never have.attracted me, nor yvhen I had become
conscious of theswrongs of society as it now is, and the oppression of_poor:peoplc,
could 1 ever have believed in the possibility of a partial setting rlgh!’. of Fhose
-wrongs. In other words; § conld never have been such a ff)o} as to believe in Fhe
happy 4and ‘respectable’ poor. (‘How:I Became a Socialist’, Morten, -Political
‘Writings, p.243)

Perhaps some of my desires for the new society will seem strange to you, he told an
gudience in 1887, but
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‘One reason which will make some of you think them strange is a sad and shameful
one. Fhave always belenged to the well-to-de classes, and was bom into luxury, so
that necessarily I ask much more of the futurethan many of you do; and the first of
all my visions, and that which: colours all ‘my others, is of day when that misunder-
-standing will nolonger be possibles when the words poorand rich, though they will
still be found in our dictionaries, will have lost their old meaning ... (4 WS, vol 1]

- pp.455-56) - B o N - —

-When Joseph Lane left the 5L in. 1889, he criticised Morrisrather sharply, ande-'-r.is
responded: as follows: i :

As to your estimate of my character, I.am not going to dispute that, not even the

fool part ‘of it} indeed there js much truth in it — fool and all. You see (and I mean

this irf éll: soberness) you must make allowance for a man born and bred in the very

heart of capitalism, and.remember that however he may rebel against the sham
~ society of today we are-all damaged by it (BL Add. MS. 45,345,-21 May 1889)

A suggestive analogy can be drawn with Peter Kropotkin: also favoured by birth,
he had renounced professional and heteditary favouts to espouse the cause of the
oppressed; he also. distrusted reformismy; envisioned ultimate realignment of society,
and believed in patient education toward a mass uprising. Morris of cotrse was not an
aristocrat, but the self-employed son of a prosperous merchant. His analysis of
repression was intimately anti-capitalist, but one cannot readily deduce his antis
electoralism  from his middle-class origins, - at least riot without some auxiliary
hypotheses: most of the Fabian and parliamentary Marxists from whom he differed —
Engéls, Hyndman, ‘Aveling, Champion; A.K. Donald, E.B. Bax —were- fellow-
bourgeois, after afl. True, they.did rot ‘spend an:carly boyhoed on a weoded estate.,
But Morris’s response to this'environment, however, like Kropotkin’s to the beauty
and complexity of nhature, was his own. Asked by Wilfred Blunt whether-a love of
beauty was hereditary, he replied: ' ‘

‘As for me’, he said, *I have-it naturally, for neither my father.nor my mother nor
any of my relatives had the-least idea of it.-I remember as a bey going inte
Canterbury Cathedral and ‘thinking that the gates of Heaven had'been opened to
me —also when I first sawan _iel-hxminatcdlmanuscript . These first pleasures, which 1
discovered for myself, were stronger than anything else I have had in life. (BL Add.
MS. 45,350, F.40) . .- . . 1

This sense of isolation bath deepened the fierceness and ardour of many of Morris's
responses, and-aroused an intense desire for 2 wider fellowship and community..

~ Whatever its origins,-Morris’s sense of detachment, fairness, and identification
with any fellow workers, led to.a deep contempt for politics as a combative middle-
class game, or even'a forum for clectoral-socialist 4eadership’. Morris seldom spoke
directly of the deepest motives for his acts' A long and carefully reasoned letfer. written
soon after his convérsion to socialism to a:distant aequaintance, C.E. Maurice, the
Christian Socialist, {s a rare revelation-of the insights which impelied him tosocialism:

.. furthermore inooking into matters social and political Fhave butone rule, that
in thinking of the condition of any body of men I shovld ask myself, ‘How could
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« you bear it yourself?. What 'would 'you feel if you. were poor agajnst the system

under which you live?’ I have always been uneasy when I had to ask myseltjthat

. question, and of late years Ihave had to ask it s0 often, that Lhave seldom had itout

of my mind: and the answer to it has more and more made me;ashamed_f:f myown

. position, and more and more made me feel that if Ihad nat been born-rich or well-

to-do I.should have found my position urendurable, and should have .been"a mere

* ‘rebel against-what would have.seemed to me a system-of rob_bf:r-y and injustice.

" Nothing can argue me out of this feeling.. .the contrasts of rich and poor are

" unendurable and ought not.to be-endured by cither rich -or -poor. {1 July 1883,
Letters, p.176) I 2z . )

lSofheth’iné cldse to utter aii'enatian-emerges from his letters of the period:
]

A society which is. founded on the system of compelling all well-to-do pen'ple tp‘_live

on makingthe greatest possible profit out of the labour of others, must be wrong.

For it 'means the perpetuation of the division' of society irito  civilized ‘and

uncivilized classés 1 am f4i from being-an-anarchist. but eveti anarchy i§ better

thdn this, whichis in fact amarghy and ‘despotis mixed:f there is no hape of

conquering this —let us eat and drink, for t'o'r'norro_w we die. (Sgptember 1883, to
"T.C. Horsfall, Letters, p.182) i R e

' Whatever hope or life there is in me:is staked on thé success of the cause: Thelieve
you object to the word: but 1 know nio other to express what |1 mean. (1 June:1884,
to Georgiana Burne-Janes, Letters, p.200)

Parallel remarks appear in Morris’s earliest and [atest political lectures. He seems

to have felt the greatest desire to reflect on his emotional and intellectual motives at the
beginning and end of his efforts Since adoléscence, he had written poetry whose’
protagonisis express despair at the entrapment of sordid‘t?uman.env_lronments.
Gradually, and with great effort, he came to conceptualise a social _e_qu,]valem(s_purcc?
analogy? correlative?) for this discontent. In the 1884 ]eqtqrel,.‘Mlse_ry and the Way
Out’, Morris breaks into a more drastic declaration. than his. audience may have
_expected:

Isit so indeed? yet here | stand before you,.one of the most fortunate of this happy
clasé. 50 Steeped in discontent, that 1 have no words which will express it: no words,
nothing but deeds, wherever they may lead me to, even- [if]-i} be ruin, prison, or a
‘violent death. {4 WS, vol.I1 p.156) !

Seldom has such ‘mersly personal’ and ‘individual’ restlessness combined moreintelli-
geﬁtlywith perception of an all-penetrating social wrong. The creator of the Launcelot
of ‘King Arthur’s Tomb’ and Bodli:of. “The Lovers of Gudrun® had.— formd a mere
adequate and comprehensive plot, and one that required a different audience. -
Morris was.always a graceful loser, ready. to acknowledge that his opponent may
have ac‘te,d for. the better after all. For this reason, I believe, repdrts. of his later
‘ acteptance of électoralism have been exaggerated. Hyndman and'Gllhmer may. have
blurred just such self-deprecatingand carefully qualified nuances.of his _casua‘l speech,
- As Morrig’s healthr-made active pelitical work less possible; he became. anxjous the_:t
such contacts as he could make were for the encouragement of secialist unity. His
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earlier position had been on the order of: palliative efforts may-achieve some results,
but I wish to devote myself to a more radical effort. The nuanced emphases of his
public statements of the 1890s (often made to people who had made different chojces)
were: though 1 do not find these methods or goals most urgent or beneficial, the
achieverment:of limited reforms may be useful in preparing us for-the (greatly more
desirable) riext stage of socialism (for which I had chiefly hoped to work).

Even then, tensions remain between his desires to praise, and to give warning that
immediate goals must serve fong-term ones. On 10 March 1893;-Morris delivered a
lecture to the Hammersmith Socialist Society on *Communism’, passages from which
are sometimes cited as an example of his shift in opinions about tactics as well as
ultimate aims. Again Morris freely admits the uncontroversial: that if reforms can
encourage the strength of labourers’ desire for equality and co-operation, they will
achieve real good:

. .if the sum of them should become vast and deep reaching enough to give to the
useful or working-classes intelligence enough to conceive of a life of equality and
co-operation; courage enough to accept it and to bring the necessary skill to bear on
working for it; and power enough to force its accéptance on the stupid and the
interested, the war of classes would speedily-end in the victory of the useful class,
which would then become the new Society of Equality. (Pofitical Writings, p.229)

Notice however the many conjuncts to his hypothesis, Afier he has acqumed himself
of these, -and other, heavily qualified, endorsements, he retums to his famlhar
warning:

For the Social-democratic measures above mentioned are all of them either
makeshift alleviations to help us through the present days of oppression; or means
for landing us in the hew couritry of equality. And thereisa danger that they will be
looked upon as ends in themselves (Pal:trcal Writings, pp. 233-34)

‘Mortis did not really reverse himself about reformism-as-co-opted-révolution; he
suspended the debate, Perhaps he simply decided at the end of his life that reformism
was an inevitable evil, and that Ke would have to plead his case inr more conmhatury
terms.

May Morris cites similarly reluctant passages from another partially recorded
lecture'on ‘Communism” of the same period, as evidence of her father’s changed view:

- I confess [ am no great lover of political tactics; the sordid squabble of an election is
unpleasant enough for a straightforward man to deal in: yet 1 cannot fail to see that
it is necessary somehow to get hold of the machine which has at its back the
executive power of the country, however that may be done . . . (4 WS, vol.II p.350)

Even in the 1887 letters to Glasse and Glasier, Morris had accepted that parliamentar-
ianism was an inevitable obstruction to be mastered or overcome, *...however that
may be done’. What he rejected was the proposition that this-was a méthod sufficiently
radical to serve as-a programme for socialists. In one.of his last published public
addresses, made in 1894 to the Ancoats Fellowship of Manchester, he has nothing but
praise for-Robert Blatchford, the Clarion, and other ‘sturdy labourers’ for socialism;
but the goodwill of such a parting gesture does not completely obscure more
characteristic admonitions against half-measures:
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Tet us . .. take care that our present struggle leaves behind it no class distinction,
but brings about one condition of equalityfor all, which condition of society isthe
only ‘cfmg which can draw out to the full the varying capacities of the-citizens and
make the most of the knowledge and skilk of mankind, the gain of so many ages,
and thus do away for ever with MAKESHIFT. (A WS, vol.II p.483)

His lecture on *Communism’ ends with a plea: .

_since it is just these means in. which the difficulty lies, 1 appeal to-alt socialists,
- whilgthey express their feelings about them honestly and fearlessly, not to make a
~quarrel of it with those whose aimis ohe with theirs, because there isa dlfference of
opinion betweeti:them about the usefulness of the details of the means . ..Soletus
forgive the mistakes that others:make, even if we make none ourselves, and be at
peace amongst.ourselves, that we may the better make war upon the monopolist.
(Political Writings, pp.239-40)

Differences rémain, but we must not cripple ourselves in self-destructive quarrels over
them. I see ne eviderice in such-passages that Morris ever asserted that, were he again
active, these were:methods he himself would use.

But this, after all, was the essential distinction, dtscussed above, which he
expressed in his garlier letters to Mahon, Glasse, and Glasier before the split of 1888.
As he became physically more remote from the labour movement in the mid-1890s,
Marris’s extiortations to socialist unity became somewhat more urgent; but this-was a
shift of emphasis, not a change of attitude; even in the 1880s, friends.and fellow
socialists such as Scheu and Lane had criticised him as too willing to be put upon, too
-pacific and gonciliatory.

As early as 1§84, Mortis embodied the fundamental view to which he continued to
adhere in a cogent brief fable, which he published in Justice (19 January, A WS, vol.Il

pp:114-16). The poultry of an entire country meet in solemn assembly{a parhament of
fowles), and discuss the basie'question of their condition, “With what sauce shall we be
eaten?” After hours of energetic speeches, one ragged ‘battered looking and middle-

aged barn-door cock’ rises and blurts out in-a trembling, shrieking voice, ‘In short, J
don’t want to be eaten at all: is it poss T but he is cut off by the others” cries of
practical polmcs, municipal franchise, and so forth. The.old cock withdraws, and the
conclave passes a reselution, to be sent to the farmer’s.wife, which-embodies theit
decision that ‘while there were doubts as to the sauce to be used in the serving up, slow
stewmg was szttlcd on as the least revolutionary form.of cookery’; The tale’s moral is
an exhortauon' ‘Citizens, pray draw it.for yourselves’. Once the moral was drawn, 1
belleve thc ‘middle-agexl barn-door -cock’ remained true to it-to the last,

* * *

Throughout bis life, Morris’s mind had renewed itself m mterlockmg cycles of creatlve
effort and frustration. In each such cycle, he devoted arduous effort and massive
attention to detail, confronted what he interpreted as failure or defeat, then turned
with renewed mtens:ty toward new, often larger, activities and endeavours These
enlarging cycles were subject to a kind of dialectic, in which aspects of each stage were
re-expressed in later. modified forms. Periods 16 which miore concréte or pragmatic
aspects were dominant (creation of the Firm, lcelandic trips; formation-of the-Society
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for the Proteetion -of.. Ancient ‘Buildings; - the' political activity. of the: "80s)
complemented :and alternated “with-other periods of abstraction or introspection;, in
which he created highly intense and allegorical poetry, and. the abstractions of his
designs.-Had this pattern continued, and Morris’s health.not deteriorated, he would
“have undertaken: another cycle of sdcial or political effort in the late 1890s. Who can
guess what form this might have taken? :

This first scene of Morris’s utopian romance News from Nowhere, could he
directly from the Socialist Diary. The overwrought narrator leaves-a faction-ridden
meeting of the Secialist League and enters a carriage of the underground, ‘that vapour
bath of hurried-and disconterted hamanity’. Seif-reproachful because he cannot
envision a new society, hethinks, ‘I 1 could but'see a ddy ofit . .. if I could but seeit!’

(CHL vol. XVE g.4). News from Nowherecanbe read as a kind of infinite pro jection of
these eyclical efforts to ‘sce it”; and the Diary as-a-record-of Morris’s efforts to carry
out Ellen’s admonition to Guest, at the end of News from Nowhere:

Go back again, now you have seen us, and your outward eyes have learned that in

spite of all theinfallible maxims of your day there is:yet a time of restin store for the ‘

world, -when mastery has changed into fellowship—but not before. .. Go.
on ... striving, with whatsoever pain and labour needsmnust be, to build up little by
little the newday of fellowship, and rest, andhappiness. (CW, vol XVIpp.210-11)

Mortris's deécriplions- of a future society represent the contemplative aspect of his
creative middlesdge, and the Diary its active counterpart, the struggle to create
fellowship and happiness in a real world.,
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The text of the Socialist Diary may be found in British Mmum Add. MS.45,335,
F.I-51. T have followed the example of Eugene LeMire’s The Unpublished Lectures of
William Morris and retained Morris's own punctuation. His use of colons and semi-
r:oions in place of periods often gives clauses u rhythitiic evenness which suggests rapid
dand vigorous thought. The usage is not always consistent, but it seerhs arbitrary to
differentiate between infelicitous ‘errors’ and pumosej‘ufbr unconventional tsage.
Likewise I have left intact his capitalisation, biit small numerals hiive beeh wriften out,
mwspellmgs regulansed according fo mneteemh-cemwy British usage, apparent
writing etrors excised, and abbreviations written out i square brackets =

The following abbreviations have been used in the notes:

M William Morris

CcWw The Collected Works of Wiiliam Morris, bongrnans, London 1910-15

Cw Commonweal

AWS May Morris, ed., William Morris Artist Writer Socialist, Oxford 1936

Letters Philip Henderson, ed., The Letters of Willia Morris to his Family
dand Friends, Longmans, London 1950

AlISH Amsterdam, International Institute of Social History.

Arnot R. Pagé Arnot, William Morris: The Man and the Myth, Lawrence
and Wishart, 1964

Glasier 1. Bruce Glasier, William Morris and the Early Days of the Socialist
Movement, Longmans, London 1921

LeM Cal *Appendix 1: A Calendar of William Morris’s Platform Career’, in

Eugene D. LeMire, The Unpublished Lectures of William Morris,
Wayne State Univ., Detroit 1969

LeM Ch ‘Appendix I1. A Blbllographlcal Checkhst of Morris's Speeches and
Lectures’, in LeMire, above
Quail John Quail, The Slow Burmng Fuse, Granada, London 1978

Thompson Edward P, Thompson, William Morris: Romannc fo Revo!unanary,
" 2nd ed. Pantheon, Néw York 1977

WM Gal William Morris Gallery, Walthamstow

BL British Library

QED Oxford English Dictionary
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1 begin what may be called my diary from this point January 251h,_1887.'
I'went down to lecture at Mérton Abbey! last Sunday- the little room was pretty full
of men mostly of the labourer class: anything attacking the upper classes directly

1. Dissatisfied with commercial ; processes available for makmg Morris and Co. goods M had
established in 1881 a factory for colouring prints, wallpapers, and stained glass in unused
buildings at Merton Abbey, on the banks of the river Wandle, in Surrey. During many visits, he
helped found and maintain a branch of the SL; though the Merton branch announced weekly
Thursday committee meetings and Sunday dlscuss:ons, Cw reports seem to indicate that it was
not one 'of the more active branches. On Sunday 23 January, M spoke on “True and False
Society’, a familiar lecture delivered four times the preceding year, and later reprinted in CH
vol.23 pp.215-37 (see LeM Ch, p.307 no.90). LeM Cal, p.260 lists M as previously scheduled to
deliver an evening speech at Cleveland Hall Cleveland Street, London, so the Diary indicates a
change in plans.
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meved their enthusiasm; of their discontent there could be ho doubt or the sincerity of
their class hatred: they have been very badly off.there this winter ,2and there is little to
wondérat in their discontent, but with a few exceptions they have nét yet learned what
:Socialism means; they and Frank Kitz were much excited about the Norwich affair*,?
‘and he made 2 very hot speech:*he was much exercised about the police being all about
the place, detectives inside and so on: I fancy their game is to try to catch the club
servinghon-members with beer or it séine way breakingithe law. 5 But there is no dotibt
that there is a good deal of stir.amongst the labourers .about there; .the place is.
‘wretchedly poor. _ P ' Dy

Islept at Merton, and in the moming got the Norwich paper with & full' accourit.of
‘the trisl of Mowbray and Henderson;S the judge’s summing up of the cdse was
amusing and iristructive, as showing a sort of survival of the old sert of bullying of the
‘Castiereagh times mixed with a grotesque attempt at modernisation on philanthropical
lings. it put e in a great rage,” - i ' Y

The Daily News?® printed my letier, it ‘had alse a brief paragraph.asserting that,

2 Sinceit was largely tied te the precarious block-printing industry, the economy of the Mex fon
‘area was heavily vulnerable to one of the severest depressions of the second half of the century,
the Great Depression of 1886: this continued through the winter of 1886-87, began 10 recede.
slightty later in the year, and had finally lifted by 1890° ' : 3

3 OnFriday 14 January, during a visit to Norwich » London SL. members Charles Mowbray and.
Fred Henderson were arrested, after a crowd of unemployed te whom they had delivered
speeches smashed windows en route to the Guildhall todemand relief. Henderson was sentenced
to four months in prison, and Mowbray, married and the father of five children, received nine
months. On 23 Janusry, Kitz, M, and the Mérton sacialists would have just heard the news of
their indictment at the previous day’s assizes. ) ) 7 .
‘The star M placed after “Norwich affair’ refers to the clipping of his letter on the subject to the:
Daily-News, which he nserted facing-the next page of hjs notebock. - )

‘4 Something of Frank Kitz’s combative temperarnent may be reflected in the tone of the report,
he wrote for the 5-February-Cw p48, on events of the preceding fortnight: - LA

Tt will be a cold day: for those who prey ypon our vitals if we ever serve them as they serve us

-+« we can assure the humbugs and parasites of this neighbourhood that their dominion of
cant will be strenuously atacked, and will be in danger of being destroyed £ ;

5 The Merton"Abbey Branck met at a workingmen’s Club at 11 Merton Terrace, High Street;
‘enstomarily such clubs were licensed to sell alcohalic beverages only. to members. :

6 Probably M obtained the Norwich Saturday papers on Montay 24 January; both The Nor-.
Jolk News and Enstern Evening News for that day record the Judge’s speech in-great detail (NN
.4 col.; EEN p 4 cols 2-3); the Eastern Evening News' summary is about 2,000 words, The.
Judge’s self-righteous tone explains M’s reférence to a modernised Castlereagh:

+ - . there was no town where the working class were more cared for.. . than Norwich ... He
was happy to know that in this country there was no reason why anyene should starve . . . In
most large towns there were always a certain numbers of loafers who would rather be idling
on a very small pittance than be flourishing on handiwork .. . Now he hoped that the
working men of Norwich would take warning from that which had happened.

7 M included a rather vitriolic note on Justice Grantham in the ‘Noies on Passing Events’ for
the 29 January Cw. . - . . o L

& Withacirculation of 150,000 by 1870, the Daily Newswas London’s chief Liberai newspaper’
and provided more information on London events than The Tirnes. It was M’s favourite news-
paper. Its emotional, editorialising tone brought out responsive traits in lis character, and he
engaged in a daily struggle with its contents. Although of course he disapproved of its hostility to
Socialism, he tended to accept its interpretation of predictions of parliamentary and foreign
events. ' C

9 M’sletter, dated 22 January, appeared in the Duaily News of 24 January under the title, ‘Dis-
turbances at Norwich’, following an article, “The Socialists and Unemployed’ and preceding
notices on the ‘Trial of Socialists’ (in Berlin) and ‘Socialist Disturbances in Belgium®,
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Ger;hany would presently ask France the meaning of her war-preparations, and an
alarmist article therewith.'?1 did not know buit what the other papers had the same

- news,-and was much excited at the-idea: because whatever one may say, one cannot

help hoping that such a hisge turmoil as a European war could not fail toturn to some
advantage for us.!' Coming to town however I found that the evening papers.pooch.

- pooltit as a mere hurrying up of the belated Daify News. ' Yet there may be something
“mit. 3

-+ At the Council of the Socialist Egague in the evéhing:"‘the Avélings' there mighty

. awvil; but took no part in the proceedings, ' Adullish'meeting, both sides rather shy of

the:Norwich matter, which but for the heaviness of the sentences would be but a pitiful

' affair: acommittee was appointed:to see after Mowbray’s wife and-children whiile he is

in:'* a letter came from Norwich with the news of their having held a great meeting of
6000in the market place on Sunday at which they passed resolutions condemning the

. sentence, and in favour of the Social Revolution: though I fear few indeed out of the

6000 kncw what that meant. They were getting up.a petition to the Home Secretary. 6

* Aveling had been on a lecturing tour of some four months in America. [Morris’s ndte] .

10 The brief paragraph stating that Germany will ask France the meaning of war preparations
appeared on p.5 col.3, under the title, "Germany and France/War Impending’, and the alarmist
-article is the p.4 editorial, cols.7-8, ‘Peace or War’, - i e '
11 - This is charactertstic of a general apocalyptic optimism in M's interpretation of contempo-
rary events during this period. In his hope that a generdl European conflict would aid the socia-
lists. he resembled Prince Kropotkin, with whom he shared many speaking platforms and con-
versations during this period. AR )
12 The Standard, a conservative morning pager, was -already angry at its miore successful
‘competitor on 24 January; although it did not cite the Daily News by name, on p.5'col.5 its
European correspondent sermonised: | ) N m
The responsibitity for the war scare which has prevailed for the last two days . . . rests, accor-
ding to the leading Vienna paper, with the English Pressalone, Itis to the Eondon papers, we
are told, which are incessanitly inciting France and‘Germany against each other ; . -that the
- -panic and depression on the Exchange are due. R RN
By contrast, the chief evening paper, the Palt Mall Gazerte, was reasonably [aconic. Under the
headlise, *Is Wer Impending Betweeh Frarice-and Germany”; p.&, it cited the Daily News’
‘cominents, and added in its iews snmmaries on the saine page, “At Homeand Abroad’, the non-
committal statement: “The Daily News gives prominence to a startling rumour that there fs immi-
nent risk of almost immediate war between France and Germany®. - ve S
13 At the time the Council consisted ot Edward Aveling, H.A. Barker; E.B. Bax, Reg. A.
Backett, Thomas Binning, Henry Chasles, A.K. Donald, W. Knight, Joséph Lane, Sam Main-
waring, Charles Mowbray, H;H. Sparling, Lena Wardle, Thomas Wardle, and Philip Webb.
14 As leaders of the League’s parliamentary faction, the Avélings were Morris’s chief
opponents in League affairs. He may have disliked them, in e letter ‘probably written in 1887
(Houghton Autograph file, dated 16-June, to ‘my-dear Cliarles"; probably Henry Charles), he
noted that éven if the rival group took centrol, it woiild “be Burdened by the'luckless Aveling and
Mre Eleancr who- are not treasures for-any association’. In January 1887 Aveling was “luckless’
sincen their American tour of September-December 1886, he iad created'more than $2,0000f
debms for the ‘American SDF, and the Lendon Dally Tefegraph of 1 January and Evening
Standard of 13.January had reported the tiews dt hoihe. In January the Avelings gave lectures
comparing the conditions of the British and American working classes; ég, Cw records one by
each given 26:January (29 Jarivary, p.38; 5 February, p.47). - T A S
15 Throughout the period of the Diary, the comimitteé of Joseph Lane, Heiiry Charles, and
H A Barker teported corittibutions i CW; by 5 March thieyhad collected £25. Contributlons by
Mof £1 each were recorded in the issues of 12 and 19 February., . e
16 Probably a false report; since neither the Norwich pepers, the London papers, nor Cw
mention such:a lafge meetinig or a petition‘on the matter. The 29 January Cw reportsno infor-
mation from the Norwich Branch, and the report for 5 February snerely mentions that five ‘well
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Qur attempt to get up an Irish meeting of the Radicals led by the Socialists will fail:
we are not big enough for the job: the Radical Clubs are civil to us but afraid of us and
not'yet prepared to break with the Liberals. Dohald proposed to accept the challenge
thrown out by Bradlaugh to the Socialists to debate- with him:" Donald’s proposal
included a paper debate of six articles, three on each side, to ‘be carried on in the
Commonwegl, or Bradlaugh in Cfommonweal], and:our champion in the National
Reformer. The whole meeting in spirits at the idea: but surely Bradlaugh is too old a cat
to-drag that straw. '* More by token Andreas Schew was chosen as the oral debater and
Bax as the literary: ?everyone relished the idea of seeing Scheu and Bradlaugh face to
face; both ‘of them so combative and dogmatic: that with the addition that Scheu
would be-sure to get the best of Clharles] Biradlaugh] quite put us in spirits: but of
course Bradlaugh will find some. way of escape. 2

This momning'the Daily News still sticks to its guns; but I am inclined to think it was
a canard bred out of the great probability of the thing. - :

26 Jan[uary): Went to S[outh] K fensingten] M[useum}?! yesterday with Jenny to
look at the Troy tapestry again since they have bought it for £1250:2 I chuckled to

attended’ meetings were held throughout the city the preceding Sunday (30 January, which
would have been after M’s entry), then adds the assertion: “We are not daunted because our com-
tades Mowbray and Henderson are in Norwich Castle, but intend to work on all the more’.
Surely a successful mass protest meeting would have inspired comment. :
17 Earlier in the month, Chartes Bradiaugh had begun a lecture series at the “Hall of Science’
entitled ‘Socialism, its Fallacies and Dangers’. M is referring to Bradlaugh’s statement.on the
first page of the National Reformer of 23 January: .
Complaints have been made that there is not sufficient opportunity for discussion at-the Hall
of Science Sunday morning lectures of the objections stated by me against socialism. I am
willing, if it is desired, to meet in formal debate — and on similar conditions to those in the
Hyndman discussion — any representative selected by the Socialist Democratic Federation or
the Socialist Leaguc. Two gentlemen have already intimated their desire to discuss. I must at
present wait until some representative selection is made by the Federation or League, and
until the question proposed for debate is reduced to writing. . :
18 Possibly in the sense of *to smoke a pipe’, asin OED:meaning I1.10.d. for ‘straw’: ‘aslender
kind of clay.pipe’; the example cited is dated 1882. .
19 At the time Earnest Belfort Bax would have had an additional motive for debating with
Bradlaugh- see the unfriendly review of Bax’s The Refigion of Socialism in the National Refor-
mer, 16 January 1887, : .
20 M was in this case too suspicious; the Bax-Bradlaugh debate was published in Cwlater in the
year, from 21 May-28 July. The oral debate never occurred, The AISH Scheu. collection
contains H.A. Barker’s letter of 26 January inviting Scheu to participate in the debate, Scheu’s
refusal of 27 January, a renewed SL Council invitation signed by Donald, Binning, Barker, and
Wardle, and Scheu’s reiterated refusal, on 4 February:on the grounds ‘that he had already
accepted a speaking engagement for that date,:
21 For many years M had maintained close ties. with the South Kensington (now Victoria and
Albert) Muserm (SKM) In 1886 the museum’s founder Henry Cole commissioned one of the
firm's first important orders, for the Green Dining Room. M visited the museum repeatedly to
gain ideas for his designs, the date of some of which can be correlated with specific musenm
acquisitions, During this period.M served: as the SKM's_chief advisor for the .purchase of
tapestries, several of which were acquired on his recommendation.
22 M had argued for the purchase of the Flemish ‘Tapestry of the Siege of Troy’ {now in
Victoria and Albert (V&A) Gallery 34, 6-1887), woven during what he considered the best period
of medieval tapestry-weaving, the early 15th century. The ‘Siege of Troy’ was received by the'
SKM on 13 Novernber 1886; and catalogued in early January Since his early 20s, M’s identifi-
cation with heroic defeats in love and war had attracted him to the Troy legend; it appears in
references in *‘Sir Peter Harpdon’s End’ in The Defence of Guenevere and his dramatic fragment
of the 1860s, ‘Scenes from the Fall of Ttoy’. M’s interest in tapestry was reflected again in the
same year by the firm’s completion of “The Forest’, now in the V-& A Museum.
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think that properly speaking it was bought for me, since scarcely anybody will care a
damn forit. A. Cole showed us alot of scraps of woven stuff from the tombs of Upper
Egypt; very curious as showing in an unusual material the transition to the pure
Byzantine style from the Classical:* some pieces being nothing but debased Classical
style, others purely Byzantine, yet I think not much different in date: the contrfast
between the bald ugliness of the Classical pieces and the great beauty of the Byza.ntme
wasa pleasing thing to me, who loathe so all Classical art and literature. 2* 1 spoke in Ithe
evening at the Hammersmith radical club® at a meeting to condemn the Glenbeigh
evictions. The room crowded, and of course our Socialist friends there, my spéech was
well received, but 1 thought the applause rather hollow as the really radical part of the
audience had cléa;-_ly no ideas beyond the ordinary party shibboleths, and were quite
untouched by Socialism: they seemed to me a very discouraging set of men; but
perhaps can be got at somehow. The frightful ignorance and want of impressibility of
the average English workman floors me at times.

27.1 went to Merton yesterday on a lovely day: Wardle26told me the whole story of
what they are doing and are going to doat St. Mark’s at Venice.?’ I was incoherent with
rage: they will soon finish up the whole thing t_here —and mdeed everywhei:e else. 1
suppose the ‘anti-scrape’ will make one last stand for it;®*but a few archeologists, and

23 The museum acquired a large number of Egyptian textiles from 1886-88, now.-in_ Rm100,
Case F, ‘Late Antique and Early Medieval Textiles’. The classical textiles which M dlshked_may |
be the contents of approx. drawers 1-29, from the 3rd and 4th centuries; in the fifth- or sixth-
century weaving of drawer 46, with its rose, pink, orange, yellow, dark _blue, blue green, a.nd
purple threads, one can find a striking confirmation.of the change he describes. For a description
of these collections, see Alan S, Cole, A Supplementary Descriptive Catalogue af Tapestry-
Wove and Embroidered Egyptian Textiles, Acquired for the South Kensington Museumn between
1886 and June 1890, London 1891, X
;M frequently deprecated classical literature in general terms, but these comments from_t e
::.mor ofe%le Li¥e and Death of-Jason, twelve classical Earthly Paradise tales, and trgnslatlm!s
of Homer and Virgil, should not be taken toa literally, with the week h.c was workl.ng on his
‘Odyssey’ at Rottingdean; see entry for 3 Febrvary In an lsssrlist: of his §4 favoun_te books
solicited by the editor of the Pall Mail Gazette, he includes three Latin and six Gr_eek__tltles, .anfl
adds grudgingly, ‘Of-course I admit the archacological value of some of thgm, es_peclally Ytrg-ll
and Ovid’. His comments-on the ‘classical’ should be read as a defense of romantic values inart
and rejection of nineteenth-century academic preference for ancient and classical over medieval
European culture. - - m i
25 On King Street, - o _ -
26 George Wardle had been commissioned by the Society for Ehe Protection o’f Ancient Buil-
dings-(see footnaie 28)to visit Venice to investigate the restorations at St Mark’s (see foqtnote
27). A report, signed by him and Professor Middleton and dated 24 May 1887, appqarcd in the
AR Annual Report, pp.61-69. o . !
;gsslfuzkin’s Stones :}70 Ve‘nipcl:, 1851-53, had méade St Mark’s Cathedral one.of the buildn‘lgs
most admired by British artists and intellectuals. At a protest meeting held in the Sheldonian
Theatre in November 1879, George. Street, the prominent architect for whom M had once
worked, proposed a resolution against any.alterations, and described St Mark's as ‘the most
exquisite piece of colour and architecture in Europe’, and M gave a-supporting speech. Despite
an-extended campaign to persuade the Italian government to curtail restoration, the government
‘finish up the whole thing there’. a P
;hsd glmllssh'?'l RI f:unded ‘anltii%scrape', ‘The Society for the Protection ofAnFient Buildings, still
m-existenice; a copy of G.F. Watts® portrait of M painted by Henry Holliday han.gs over tl_1e
library mantlepiece of its headquarters in 55 Great Ormond Street, WCI, At the time, M still
served as one of its honorary secretaries, and ‘the Digry may unde;play the organising work
which this required during the period.
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‘Italians’ (thé bourgeoiste of dourse) much worse than other people; though [ think as
to matters of history [plus?] art, they muist divide the prize with the Germans: bioth
French and English being a trifle better. i haly
 Parliament is to meet today: that is not of much importance to ‘we-uns’.%Ii is a
matter of course that if the Government venture to bring forward a gagging-bill they
will not venture to make it anything but an Irish one.™ For my part [ should rather like
the Liberalsto get in again: ™ for if they do, they must either push on the reyolution by
furthering Irish matters, which will be a direct £4in to us; or they must sneak out of the
Irish question which would be an indirect gain to us, but a far greater one, as it would
turn all that is democratic sick of them. It seems that they by no mieans want io get in,
and 1 don’t wonder, considering that dilemma. * ~ T L
News this morning that Goschen has IQSt Liverpool;* the Daily News of course in
high spirits;*and since Goschen won’t like it of course I do, Probably it will somewhat
damage the Tories, and also serve as a.show {o Chamberlain to make some sort of
terms with the Gladstonites: it all looks very fike a compromise and the Liberals
coming in. It is curious to ee how equally the parties are balanced in the electorate, by
the way: and this again is hopeful for us, becaise it will force the Liberals to be less and
less democratic, and so consolidate the Party of Reaction, ¥
Feb[rnary] 3rd. Went down to Rottingdean® on Friday 28th and spent three or

archeological Sociali_st's cannot resist civilization (be damned to it"): nor are the

29 1886and 1887 SPAR annual reportsindicate that the two recenitly founded French branches
of the Society were its most active continental allies. The report’s hopeful assessments of more
wide-spread continental interest — ‘tlie zeal'whichiis now beginning ta bé exhibited for the preser-
vatior of national antiquities; perticularlyin France and ‘Germany* (1887 Anniug! Report) — con-
trast sharply with M’s private exasperation. -

30 iIn the previous July elections, Gladstonian Liberals suffered heavy defeat; the Conserva-
tives won 316 seats, the Liberals 276, and 78 ‘Liberal Unionists’, Liberals who.had-voted against
their party.on Home Rule, gave the Conservatives astrong Mmajority of 394, Although fong since
disaffected with Gladstonian liberalism, M's Cw notes indicate that he enjoyed disagreeing with

his. former party. . oo . . Lo o e
31 -Aslaws restricting.free speech, ‘gagging bills’ were of crucial importance to the:secialists,
‘The Comservatives’ Irish Coercion bill was passed as the Crimes Act of July 1887
32  Sincethe Liberdls had long been the dominant party and expected to continue to be so under
the widened franchise, they still hoped for a return to power.-As the leader of the anti-Home Rule
Liberals, Joseph Chamberlain made two abortive efforts at conciliation with Gladstone in the

early months of 1887, but when the second of these failed in April, the rift widened Except fora

t‘.iheare::yélr period 1892-95, the Conservatives were to continue in power until nine yeaisafter M s

th, .. - : 5 ol i G -

33 The Conservatives had appointed as Chancellor of the Exchequer the Liberal Unionjst

George Gostchen, .Goschen had.insistad on the removal of Lord lddesleigh. from the foreign

office, and when the.old man died suddenly after taking leave of his. staff, Goschen:lost papu-

emptiness, dullness, and twaddle’. I

34 The Daily News.did all it could to aggrandise the victory of the Libera] candidate Neville by-
11 of:6,433 votes cast: 2 JNE ¢ : . i ‘ B
35 Even M may have felt this optimism a bit strained; note the next sentence’s relief at his
temporary-suspension of newspaper commentary. - ; . T ;
36 In 1881 M’s closest friend Edward Burne-Jones and his family had-bought the small *North
End House’, near the sea at Rottingdean, four miles east of Brighton.

—
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William Morris's Socialist Diary

four days there:was very glad to leave the Newspapers alone while there: did I-Iome‘r’"
aridan article for Conimornweal, which last was weak, long and nouse:38 got a surprise
on Monduy by hearing that Jariey and Jenny dre going to -'R'orPe with the Howards. I
‘was very loth to come back; though as for Holidays, 'tis a misteke to call them rests:
one is extited and eager always; 4t any rate during a short holiday, ahd I don’t know

" what a long one means. The ordinary drifting about of a ‘busy’ man’is much less
" - exciting than thigse sort of holidays. PR S

They have-got at théir parliamentary twaddle fairly by this time.* Bverybody -gll
.- agog about Randolph Churchill s speechi and his hard hits'at the Liberal 'Unicnist:alllgs
of the Tories:#' the whole debate duller even than wsual, and quite beneath notice of

 anykind. Theday before yesterday the Standardhai a very alatmistarticle on the war-
" scare: I'siippose it really 1s éoming. *? That evening I took the chair at a'-deba.te' between
. Anmie Besant and Foote:* she was fairly-good, though teo Bradlaughian in-manner;

g 37 M’sTranslation of the Odyssey, published in April and November 1887, is described by

Y Geoffrey Riddehough in ‘William Morris’s Translatien of the Odyssey’, Journai of English and

Germanic Philology, vol .40 (194]) pp.558-61. Riddehough:criticises M's useof saga mln_:ieﬁsms
and ofﬂ';: aréhnisfnys,' but notes that ‘actual blunders are rema:kap!‘y few, if we ig_mpdgr the
translation as the hurried spare-time woik of an unusually busy mar, md respects ‘an odd ten-
- dehcy to bring out the ancient meaning-of 2 word ..°. - N o,

C 38 cft is p‘osl:igble but unlikely that M is réferring ‘.r.u'the_ 1_4111 chapter of his:joint work wnh.ng.
| The.Roots of Sogtalism, which appeared.as *The Tyansition from:the Utopists to Modern Socia-
lism” in the Cw of 5 February; the uneven and pedantic style of the-chapter suggests Bax rather
" than M. Mare probably M alludes to an carly draft for an article “_'.h“’h appeared 19 Ft:at_:rualy.
" 39 ' Miay be intentionally laconic hete. Jane Morris’s tripsabroad fol héalth and companion-

shtp—were-e’;pensive; i the 18705 they had been a serious financial burden, although by now he

" could afford them more easily. Moreover-his family’s absence'may have left him sgmew_hal
- lonely; M's letters indicate that he missed his daughter Jenny during her absences. The Morrises

: i benefit Jenny’s as well as: Jane's health, 25-year-old May remained with her
o l;:tlljl::.“;:lggwrd&her frequi_nt aetivities for the SL; she served as a League librarian and
contributed occasional literary notices and French and ltalian -neyvs’ summaries to Cw. Letters
preserved at the AHSH indicate that she also. helped her father with SL f:prrespond'enqe. .
Y40 Despite disclaimers, recent. political:events had frustrated him, sct _hl_& t.imtbur_st inithe Cw's
introdictory ‘Notes.on News' for 5.February, responding to Chamberlain’s appeal to conitit-
. uencies to show gratitude for past services: Sl S - o
Gratitude to traitors and turncoats! . Y s —
. * " .Sham sentiment of the nineteenth century, you do indeed get into curious corners when
+ . politicians deal with you! . . ;the Tide now is thatayhen aman has got a reputation as a leader
" he may indulge himself in almost any shabbiness and sneaking ways. _.a]wgys_ so long as he
- brazens it out, and keeps-himself well before the public —advertises himself, in fact.

. 41 Since Randolph Churchill had just resigned.as Chancellor of the Exchequer (his teplace-
" mentby Goschen had led to the Liverpool by-clection) and House. leader of the Conservative
. party, h:‘sletigt_liy,irﬁ-ﬁable,.md-moqldng_speeqh:oﬁai January (reprinted in The Tires, 1 Febru-

", ary, pp-6 and 7) elicited interest; he attacked his party for relying on a possibly ﬁck._!e'all_la_nce
" withthe Liberal Unionists and their House of Lords leader-L.ord Hartington, Thrgaten:!qg‘t'he_t_n
with future loss of power, he exhorted them instead to rely on. ‘good gpvern_ment_? and m,sultg,q
therrnew allies: ‘I frankly admit that 1 regarded the Liberal Unionists as auseful kind of cruteh’.
42 In contrast to its disapproval of a similar reaction the previous week by the Daily New.f, on
3 January the Standard’s asticle, ‘The Peace of _Europg' {p.5 cols.5 and 6) a;gmed, The
European situation is still regarded as most cn‘I:ical, therie b;irgg_a_gen:;;ﬂ ?.pprehensgon_that war
Jermany and France within a very short time iz almost certain’. e
I;:tw?,;sG wasa 'fo'l:r:#l\i'c:e_k debate, 2, 9, 16.and 23 February, between A.rmle-Besmf and George
Foote at.the, Hall of Science, 142 Old Street, City Road, EC, on the question, ‘Is Socislism
Sound?’ Morris chaired the first session, Shaw the third, and revised texts of both debates were
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she has advanced somewhat in her Socialism. % Foote was nothing special; the ordinary
well-practiced secularist speaker. It .seems he is a land-nationalizer, which I didn’t
know,* The audience (naturally, as it was in the Secularists’ own ground)was about
two-thirds anti-socialist., . - .
Febiruary] 7th (Monday). On Friday I went up to the Chiswick -Club, where
Mordhurst {one .of our Hammersmith Branch) was to have opened a debate on the
class-war, but as he didn’t turn up, I was called on to take his place:* the room was not
large; about twenty people there at first; swelling to forty perhaps before the end: the
kind of men composing the audience is a matter worth noting, sinee the chief purpose
of this diary.is to record my impressions on the Socialist movement. I should say.then
that the speakers were alleither of the better-to-do workmen or small tradesmen class:
except Gordon Hogg who is a doctor and is trying to push himself forward so as to-get
himself into parliament on the democratic side; he seems more than half a Socialist.
My Socialism was gravely listeried to by the audience but taken with no enthusiasm;
and in fact however simply one puts the case for Socialism one always rather puzzles an
audience: the speakers, except Hogg.and a young timid member of our branch, were
muddted to the last degree; but clearly the most intefligent men did not speak: the
debate was ‘adjourned till next Friday, but I was -allowed a short reply in which 1
warmed them up sotehow this description of an audience may be taken for almast
any other at a Radical Club, mutatis mutandis. The sum of it all is that the men at pres-
net listen respectfully to Socjalism, but are perfectly supine and not in the least.inclined
to move except along the lines of radicalism and trades Unionism. I ought to have
noted that, on the day that Parliament met, 2 youtig and néw M.P., Cunninghame
Graham by name, called on me by appointment to pump me on the subject of
Socialism, and we had an agreeable talk . A brisk bright sort of young man; the other
day he made his-maiden spéech and produced quite an impression by its brilliancy and

later published as Is S’o’ci'aiism‘ Sound: A Verbatim Report . , . Revised by both disptitanis, Pro-
gressive Publishing Co., London 1887, along with the introductory remarks; M introduced the
debate ason ‘thequestion of the'day’. ~ A : ‘
44  In 1886, Annie Besant left her 10-year association with Bradlaugh in order tocampaign fora
mild version of socialism Her speech advacates “scientific socialisr®, whichishe defines in con-
trast to “utopian socialism” as'2 change in the economic order of saciety. Alttrough hier rhetoricis
vague: ‘I submit that Socialism is no longer a dream. It is & reasoned scheme baséd on political
economy. It proposes to change our economic basis. It proposes to do this ‘by rational and
thoughtful argument, convincing the brain of man;’ thie shift M refers to may be shown in her
belief that undér socialism no private property in materials will be necessary for the production
of wealth. (s Soclalism Sound, p,5) i : o -

45 Actually, it’s hard to tell from his remarks that evening whetlier Footé advocated land
nationalisation. Although he comments towards the eid of his second addréss of the evening
that ‘Mrs Besant is a land nationaliser as ‘well as I' (Is Sociglismi Sound, p.28), he has argired
rather deviously that Herbert Spencer has claimed the.tight of all to access of nature, 5o land
nationalisation is not a socialist idea (pp.16:17). Moredver, the state'could rent Jand-at unequal
rates for different qualitries of lani, and so capitalistic risk-and profit-taking would still be
possible and even inevitable. He goes on to stress the need for unequal-wealth on Mzlthusian
principles, and as a reward: for unequal talents. The'effect of his remarks is to reduce ‘land
nationalization® to a virtual redéscription of ‘the status quo. In general Foote uses declamatory
generalisation and sarcasm to reduce his opponents’ argiments to tattolégy or absurdity, and
avoids debate on the desirability of socialism. : T b
46 Although the Hammersmith Socialist Society Minutes (BL Add, MSS 45,891-93) indféate

advance planning, the Chiswick Club debate hadn’t been announced in thi¢ prévious week’s Cw,

an unusugl omission. C. Henry Mordhurst was one of the branch’s steady propagandists in this
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socialistic hints.*” His opinion of Chamberlain by the way is that of others who are
engaged in party politics, to wit that he i3 a self-secker pure-and simple and that he set
on foot this Unionist business out of sheer spite against Gladstone. -

Yesterday Sunday we began-our open-air méetings at Beadon Roa]d-* near the
Broadway there. I spoke alone for about an hour, and a very fair audience (for the
place which is out of the [wayl) gathered curiously quickly; a comrade counted a
hundred at most. This audience characteristic of small.open air meetings also quite
mixed,; from labourers en their Sunday lounge to ‘respectable’ people coming from
church: the latter inclined to grim: the working men listening attentively trying to
understand, but mostly failing to do so: a fair cheer when I ended, of courseled by the
three or four branch members present . The meeting in the evening poor. Hyndman at
the Chiswick Club.* I saw Janey and Jenny off to Rome on Saturday:¥ news this
merning of their happy arrival at Paris. i N

Febfruary] 12th. 1 have been on League business every night this week till tonight.
Monday the Council meeting: 5! peaceable enough and dull: G.B. Shaw was proposed
and accepted as our champion against Bradlaugh;* there was talk of the Norwich
defense fund and the Commune Celebration; 5 also election of three new members to

47 In his identification with the oppressed, R.B Qunmnghame-G;aharn was unique in the
Parliament of the day. - ) ) ) e
48 Outdoot Hammersmith Branch SL station, northwest of the Hammersmith underground
station; see map of Hammersimith in 1887, Since Beadon Road doesn’t appear on I.:om‘ion ordi-
nance maps for 1878, it may have been built shortly before; London survey records indicate 'lhar.
it was named in 1880, The Hammersmith Branch changed the location of its outdoor stations
several times in an effort to maintain an audience; the Hammersmith Socialist Soclcgy Mu_lutas
record éarlier attempts on King Street by Weltie Road and at the south of _Hamm?:sn_uth Bridge,
and the selection on 4 April 1886 of a site in Beadon Road at the back of the Liberal Club.
49. Hyndmian’s talk is not mentioned in Cw, The 5 February Justice announced that on the 6th
at 8 pm he would speak at the Chiswick Club on “The Causes of Social Revolution’, although far.
some reason the 12 February Justice omitted areport on the.event, -~ i N
30 . M's letters to his danghter and wife during their absence are preserved in. BL Add. MS.
45,339 (Jenny) and BL, Add. MS. 45,338 (Jane). They seem to have returned on l§ May, forina
letter to Joseph Lane of that date M states thal his wife and Jenny are returning home that
evening (BL 456,345), and M mentjons their recent arrival in a letter to his mother da}ed:Z{t May
(William Morris Gallery). On'3 June Tane Morris wrote Rosalind Howard that ‘there is no doubt
that Jenny has benefited in every way, her father is delighted with change m her, she is more like
her -old self than she has ever been since her illness began 11 years ago” (Autograph letter,
Howard Castle Archive). ‘ ) =i
51 Council meetings were held at the League’s offices at 13 Farringdon Road, EC. o -
52 G.B, Shaw's correspondence with the League secrefary Henry A. Barker appears in h!s,
Collectéd Letters! 1874-1897, London 1965, pp. 164-66. Shaw seems to have felt concern over his
role in the proposed contest: . P R )
‘Thereéfore, though for personal reasoris 1 am anxious 16 avoid any course t.hat may strain t.he
friendly relations which Mr Bradlaugh'’s services (o the people have established between him
and my colleagues as well as myself, I cannot refuse to accept . . . Only let it be understood
» that I am not the challenger and that I did not volunteer for the defence. (9 February,
53 p'lljhe celebration of the anniversary of the Paris Commune.was an important anaual socialist
event, held in 1887 on 17 March at South Place Chapel . Inhis Cw article of 19 March, ‘Why we
Celebrite the Commune of Paris’, M expressed his characteristic emphasis on creating achieve-
ment from failure:. s . e SR .
. 1have heard it said, and by good Socialists too, that it is.a mistake to commemorate a defeat
.. The Commune of Paris is but one:link in the struggle which has gone through all the
history of the oppressed against the oppressors; and without all the defeats of past times.we
should now have no hope of the final victory.
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Coungil, all workmen.*

Tuesday. 1 took the chair at the meeting to protest against the {p ssible) coming g

at C!e'veland Hall, Cleveland S[tree]t: % a wretched place once ﬂgs,ho and n)owl:;?:ig ?1:
a ;mlserlable street.® It is the head-quarters of what I should eall the erthodox
‘Al_lﬂ’.bhlsts.' Victor. Dave  the “leading. spirit there, Of course there. were many
f(_'Jrelgners ’ there, and also a good sprinkling of our people:and I'supipose of the Feder-
ation aiso. It was rather hard work getting through all the speeches in the unktiown

of Fhe Aqtqnomy section™ who haye some quarrel which I can’t undetstand with the
Cleveland Hall people:* a Federation man spdke theugh he was not a delegate; also
Macdonald of the Socialist Union:**the Fabians declined tosend on the.grounds of the

54 Members of the Councll elected for the first time in 1887 viere James Aliman. W. Blundell, -

&I'Burpha:n. S. T(.':aiuwgll. H.B. Tarleton, J.J. Graham, and A. Davis. Of these Allman was a
lor’s presser, Tarleton-was from the Hammersthith br ¥ ‘maining W 3
il : i anch, and the remaining four were from

55 'The Cw of 5 February had announced that: :
A meeting of the intefnational reévolutionists to protest against the Coming War will be held

end the 12 February issue priited a'frienifly report, noiing tht "speeches were mae o crs]
lang_unl;es by mén of the different ,pé&ple'_srﬁld'that‘ ‘a strong I:eso"lutit;‘l":r\:"a.si ﬁmiﬁxo:ﬁ
56 According toCw, this was 54 Cleveland $treef, neir Poitland Road Station (now Gt Poit-
land Street Station); north of Soho, it was i an area with alarge immigrant popui(ationgtndt;ll-fe
SL branch contained several exiles, incliiding Victor Dave {Belgian), Henry Charles (Cierman),
and (before his departiiré to Edinburgh) Andreas Schen (Austrian). It was strongly anti-parfia-
mentaiiat, and by ‘orthadox anarchists™M refers ta the fagt that they had not joined thesucesss-
lonist Autonomy Group (see footnotes 57 and 8. - oo i '

57: A dispute betwéén Victor Dave and'a fellow thiémber of fhie Whitfield Street Cltibi of leftisé

: tw or Dave 2 . , b of leftist
elxilp;, a younger_Al_J.-;;tﬂqn.gl_mrcho.-cognmumst Josef Peukert, led the latter and his associates in
1386 to form a sepafate Gruppe Autchomic (Autonomy Group), which mict at 32 ‘Charlotte’
Street, Fitzroy Square (and later at 6 ‘Windmill Street, Tottenhiam Court Road) and published;

older, Bakuninist, authoritarian anarchism and Peukert as advocatmg- a less hierarchical
acarcho-communism, whick emphasised vohmtarism and mutnal aid.
58 Hostilities had mtensified when the Autonomy, Group accepted the credentials of Karl
Theodor Reuss, wihom the Cleveland Hall peaple bificved a spY, dnd whom the SI voted to expel
on 10 May 1886. ‘The Cleveland Hall group were right, and Reuss's testimony eventually led to

21 Febrtiary 1887, and Reuss confessed his guilt in October of the same s oo

Avtarehism in Germaniy (chap. 11,'Tolin Neve and the Skt in the Movement”) sk?ﬁfulljf;:rmlsa‘::l:
the cpn_:p_lex‘and‘ tragic d_ecep_lions, uncertainties, and conflicts which followed ‘on this event.
Anarchist factionulism heis been frequeitly derided., but much of theinformation the anatchists
neéded for self-protecticn was unavaflable o them, and was onily recoverable decades latérfrom

- police files.

59 After the departure of SDF members to form the SL in 1885, another defection from the
SDF, this 'time of cominitted petlismentarians, océurred in 1886, when Hyndman's usef2;
Fopa_ery_#iye_ Party tampaigiimoney (“Fory Gold") became known. The seceding group called
itself:the ‘Socialist Utiion an'd published a Ppapei, the Socialis?, but had disbanded by early 1887.
Jarues Macdonald, a promiinent member, then Teturned th the 8DF (Chushichi Tsuzuki, HM,
Hyndman and British Sociatism, Oxford 1961, p,72). ' T

e

e
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war-scare being premature; but probably in reality because they, did not want to be
mixed up too much with-the Anarchists:¥'the Kropotkin-Wilsor people® also refused

. on the grounds that Bovrgeois peace is a war;® which no doubt was'a genuine reason
- on theit part ant is true enough: but of course the meeting was meant to be.d protest
: against the Bourgeois whether in. peace-or war, and also 1o keep alive the idea of a°
"~ revolt behind the Bourgeois and Absolutist-armies if the war did happen.®. - © .
", This same Tuesday the SDF had announced ameetingon Clerkenwell Greenand a

. 60 Since in the 1880s alinost every group which strongly disliked the current government
© défined itself as ‘socialist’, it was inevitable that real political oppositions would dppear between

the Fabians, who were evolving into advocates. of a strong state-planned centralised economy,
and the anarchists, who. advocated decentralisation, various degrees. of mutualism; and the
withering away of institutionalised povernment, For example, note the Fabian G.B, Shaw’s

'~., letter to Henry. Barker of the same month in which he binds himself to maintain against Brad-
** laogh only: : i - o

That it is advisable to abandon the bﬁnciple of individualism for that of socialism; and that
this change of policy can be made effective only by complete resumption of the land, with a

7 .- transfer of the existing capitai of the country from its present holders to the state. ]
It 15 ‘individualism’, not class-antagonism, oppression of warkers, or denial of self-determi-

nation that 15 the central focus of his attack (Collected Letters, p.166). ) .
61 In October 1886 Peter Kropotkin and Charloite Wilson had begun an anarchist journal,

©  Freedom: A Journai of Anarchist Sociglism, and its supperters were called the Freedom Group,
©.* with headquarters at 34 Bouverie Street, EC Quail {(p-57) states that although anti-parliamern-

. tananm, it shared with the Fabians. an exclusiveness,. middleclass constituency, and desire to
. permeate and organise other groups. Freedom was printed at the Cw press (27 Farringdon Road,

EC), and was distributed along with their own publications at. SL branch meetings; the Freedom
Croup maintained some membership in common with. the SL (Quail, p.5%). The SL anarchist

. Davd Nicholl wrote in Cw 16 year's later that:

neither Kitz, Mowbray, or [ were particularly friendly [to the Freedom Group). We
looked upon them as a collection of middle class faddists, who took up with the movement as
. . snamusement, and regretted that Kropotkin, and other ‘serious’ people ever had anything to
~ do with them. (3 October-1903,. Quail, p.59) . Lioe s ‘
62 In carly 1887 Kropotkin apparently believed in the inevitability of immediate war (Wood-
cock and Avakomovic, The Ararchist Prince, London 1950, P;225), and he seems also.to have
been hopetul that such a war might furthér a revolutionary uprising, His general pesition, as
sxpressed for example in Memoirs of.a Revolutionist, London, Swan Sonnenschein, 1908,
'pp. 167, 252, 270-72, and 466-67}, did not diverge greatly from views M advanced here in the
Dearp,in the Cwarticle quoted in note 63 below, and in other expressions of his views on social

'~ icvalution. ) A L - o ol Tl "
% '63 Morris viewed war as destructive of foreign and British working-class interests, and during

i " luslifetime never advocated British invalvement in awar. Earlyin his political career he wrotein

3 Engllnd' .

an 1877 placard on the Turkish question (J143, WM Gal} addressed “To the workingmen of
There is danger of war; bestir yansemé to face that .;Ians'er',' . for a,haiﬂ_inaﬂer itwill be for

most Of us 10 bear war-taxes, war-prices, warJossesof wealth and work, and friends and
kindred: we shall pay heavily, and ytm, friends of the working classes, will pay the heaviest,

In News from Nowhere the advent of sa¢ialism is accompanied by limited civil war, but there is

" 1o massive European struggle. Ms ‘contempt: for Eritish imperialism and militarism is also

i apparent in News from Nowhere's description of the anti-socialist government’s general, *who

had won a certain sort of reputation in the disgraccful wars inwhich the country had been long

= ‘engaged from time to time’ (CW, vol. XVIL chap.17 p.114). In his response to a recent London

Peace Conference, in ‘Notes on News’. Cw, 26 July 1890 (p.235), M wrote.that “this violent war
of modern times, and the preparation forit, is just asmuch a part of the present capitalist system

* asbankings, and can no more be dispensed with than that’ Even at peace, the European nation-
' states would maintain standing armies. ‘To keep down the People! . . «Those only are really

seeking peace who are seeking equalizy first’.
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torch-light procession westward in commemeoration of Iast year’s riot:% a stupid thing
to do unless they really had stremgth-and resolution to make'a big row, which they
know they have not got. Of course Sir Clharles] Warren proclaimed the procession;5
50 the leaders drew back but the rank and file determined to hold the meeting and the
procession. But the meeting was as'good as nothing; the police easily stopped the pro-
cession, and a very small bit of window-breaking was all that happened.

Of course the papers made the most of it next memning and on Thursday was an
elaborate account in the Daily News of the seige of a butcher’s shop, % an incident of
which all the papers had an account more or less.” But on Friday comes a note in the
papers from Warren contradicting the whole story, which contradiction, by the way,
some of our people confirmed*. This is too good a joke to miss especially as all the
papers printed Warren’s contradiction as small as they durst and did not give one word
of excuse: % nay the Palf Maif did not even chaff the Daily News on its blunder,

* The butcher’s shop was shuttered when the mob went by: theydidn’t stop there and he fired of f
his pistols twenty minutes after they had passed on: 50 Sir Chlarles] Warren says.

64 On 8 February 1886, at a-demonstration in Trafalgar Square, SDF speakers persuaded the
crowd to move to Hyde Park, and en route members of the crowd smashed windows and looted.
The incident intensified potice surveillance at sociglist meetings and led to the arrest of four SDF
members, Hyndman, Champion, Burns, and Williams, for whom M and Bax offéred bail. After
a trial which the prisoners described as impartial-(Justice, 17 April 1886), they were acquitted.

Since the publicity surrounding the riots had stressed the possibility-of revolution, the attempt to

rerun the event would have created an expectation of escalated violenice. The 5 February Cw
discrestly avoided announcing the mass meeting, although once it-had occurred, the 12 February
issue expressed solidarity with those arrested: (p.55). . '

65 The use of “proclaim’ in this context seems to have been fairly recent; definition 2e. of the
OED reads “To place (a district, country, efc.) under legal restrictions by proclamation: spec.
under the provisions of the various Peace Préservation (Ireland) Acts of 1881 and following
yeafs”, and the related meaning 2f. appears here, ‘To denounce or prohibit by proclamation; to
forbid publicly or openly”. The two examples of usage cited are from 1885 and 1887, both from
the press. Inits 12 February capsule summary of the meeting, p.55, Cw still placed ‘proclaimed’
in guotation marks : . S I : '

66 [Interestitigly théte were three Daily News accounts, the first the most accurate. On Wednes-
day 9 February, p.6 col.4, an article “The Socialist Meeting’ declared that the meeting had dis-
banded quietly; and reporied without comment a report by ‘The Centraf News’ of a butcher’s
firing on the crowd. The Daily News' second account appeared on'10 Febiruary, p.3col.3, under
the title “The Socialist Demonstration in Clerkenwell’, and is inserted in the Diary, p.12. Five
long paragraphs describe the mob’s theft of £25 of meat, Mr Geering the butcher’s firing of a
pistol, spirited conversation between himself and ‘the ‘rabble’, and his final defence of his
premises with revolvers and an antiquatéd dagger. The tone now patronises the logquacious-but-
valiant British shopkeeper. Still a third account, from the “Press Associate’, follows directly
below in smaller type; this describes the smashing of windows in the shop of Mr Veering the
butcher (note the different speiling) and others, omits mention of the butcher's firing on the
mob, énd assesses the total damage from window smashing as under £100. =~

67 Under the title “The Disturbances at Clerkenwell® (p.8 col.3), The Times for 10 February
tepeated the Daily‘News® account of 9 February almost verbatim. No wonder M laughed,
Although the 10 February Standard réported “The Socialist Riots’ (p.3 col.6), it cited the-arrest
of a coal porter but did not merition dny butcher shop theft; ) ) - i
68 The Daily News® Friday 11 February retraction was a small paragraph on p.5col.4, entitled
“The Riot in Clerkenwell’ and followed by a letter *To the Editor of the Daily News’, reporting
that the author had been directed to transmit the statement: e :

Then: is no foundation for the statement circulated that shops were piltaged on the night of
the 8th inst. in Comptoni-street and Goswell-road, near Clérkenwell, or that meat was stolen
. from a butcher’s shop in Compton-street. . . ) o :

The 1t February Daily Standard also carried the retraction (p.3 coL.3, under the notice "The
Clerkenwell Riot").
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On Wednesday I went to lecture at-a schoblroom in Peckham High Streelt for
some goody-goody literary society or other:® it was pretty different from my.
Tuesday’s experience: thé people were Christians and began the meeting with prayer
and finished with a blessing. However it is worth noting that a good part of the
audience (not.a large one about one hundred I should think, there being counter--
attractions. in - the - neighbourhood) was quite enthusiastic, though I suspect the
presence of some our people or the SDF there: also I should not forget that they gave
me thirty sfhillings] towards our printing fund. ... .

Thursday I went:to'the Ways and Means Committee at the League: ™ found them
cheerful there on the prospects. of Commonweal: 1 didn’t feel as cheerful as the
others,” but hope it may go on. | ) :

Friday 1 went in the evening. to finish the debate begun last week:” the room full
Sparling made a:;good speech; 1 didn't: the meeting having got very conversational by
that time, . c
+ Feb[ruary] 16th. Sunday 1 spoke on a very cold windy (NE) morning at the Wal-
ham Green statiori: * the people listened well though the audience was not large about
sixty at the most, 1 was busy all the afternoon. entertaining Walker Scheu and his
daughter™Tarleton and Tochatti; and Cunninghame: Graham at last.

« [lectured on ‘Medieval England’ to a good audience here in the evening: lecture
rather ‘young’.”
Carruthers there: announced his going away in a fortnight to Venezuela again: ™1
am sorry as he is very useful here: also 1 like him.

Monday Council meeting very quiet and short: new branch at Walshall, a creation

of Mahon’s travels:™ excited letter from the Glasgow branch: they have held a

69 Unidentified; Canon Ridley was chair; see LeM Cal, p.26! and M's engagement calendar
for that date (BL Add. MS. 45,408). o]

70 The meeting of the Ways and Means Committee 15 absent from LeM Cal; it ‘was probably
held at the League office. - - L C . :
71 Since M was paying, they could afford more cheerfulness. Later in the year he estimated
that he was losing £4 weekly on Cw alone, and in 1889 he estimated his total socialist expenses as
£500 annually, including the newspaper (Glasier, pp 194, 201), Moreover his pessimism was
well-founded: E.P. Thompson notes that from December 1887 to June 1889 its circulation had
fallen from about 2,800 to about 2,300 (pp.460-62).

72 At the Chiswick Club; sec his 7 February entry. - _ . :
73 The Wilham Green outdoor station was under the jurisdiction of the Hammersmith
Branch; the 12 February Cwhad announceéd-a Mr Arnold as responsible for an 11.30 arn session
on Sunday the 13th. ) o
74 Andreas Scheu’s autobiography Umsturzkeime doesn't mention the names or birthdates of
his'three children, who had been left behind in Austria whien he and his wife separated upon his
departure for Enigland in 1870. Scheu hadl continued to-support his family from London; by 1887
his daughter would of course have been at least 16 or 17, and could have visited her father
mdependentiy. ’ ) . )

75 LeMire Ch, no.101,listed this as th first of three deliveries, The lecture was part of atrilogy
dn ‘England, As 1t Was, As It Is, and As'It May Be’. ) ’ ’ o

7 In 1883 Jokin Carruthers had served the government of Vénezuela as consulting enginieer
regarding the building of a railway from Puerto Cabelloto Valencia, and he was now chief
Venezuelan engineer for the London firm formed te construct the railway; later, from 1889 to
1891, he worked in Argentina. o i h 3 )

77 The 19 February Cw, p.59, reported the meeting of 9 February at which the branch was
formed in Walsall, an industiial fown norihwest of Birmingham. In a feport in Cw of 26
Febriary, ‘Socidlism in the Provinces’, J.L. Mahon describes the chainmakers of Walsall and
Cradley Heath as aimong the ‘poorest paid slaves in ihis country’, working 10-12 hours daily for
12 shillings a week, from which they were required to buy fuel for their forges.
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big meeting there Sunday.in' sympathy with the Lanarkshire miners: ™ mare ‘than
20,000 present they say; which as they collected twenty-four pounds (in coppers
chiefly) seems likely. By the way in the afternoon Bax:called with Champion, whé -
thinks of starting a new weekly, a private paper not. so much a party journal as
Commonweal and bigger;, as he is to be backed by money.™ He wanted my goodwill
which he is welcome to; but I distrust the long endurance of a paper-at all commercial,
unless there is;plenty of money at its back. Champion spokeina friendly way and was
quite open and reasonable; but seems out of spirits about the moevemenit: hethas been
extremely over-sanguine about getting people.to show their strength, which of course
they don’t do at present-as soon as it looks dangerous, and so he is correspondingly.
depressed at the poor performance of the SDF in agitation lately. .

" 'By the way Bax tells-te that the:Clerkenwell affair was wholly-and from the first
the doing of the Clerkenwell and Marylebone Branches and +that.the executive dis- I
approved of it, and were near to expelling the two sinning branches. That is all very
well but after all is hardly fair: asitis.but of 2 piece with the general advertising tactics
of tite SDF. Next Sunday they are going to have a ‘church parade’ at.St Paul’s: but
unless they can get an enormous crowd, it will be-a silly business, and if they.do there |
will be a row; which got-up in this'way I think-a mistake: take this for my word about
this sort of thing: if a tiot.is quite spontaneousit does frighten the bourgeois even if it
[is] but isolated; but planned riots or shows of force are no good unless ina time of
action, when they are backed by the opinion.of the people and are in point of fact indi-
cations of the rising tide.® S o 0 B N ‘

Again by the way at the Council meeting G.B. Shaw’s letter was read accepting the
championship against Bradlaugh, but with almost superfluous civility to him: and also
saying that he could not bind himself to defend our Manifesto through thick and
thin.® 1 expected an ountburst of opposition on this, as I thought rather needless
proviso: but I suppose everybody saw that we mustn’t withdraw our challenge, and
Shaw is obviously the best man for the purpose. - LS L

Tuesday to Bax at Croydon® where we did our first article on Marx: ™ or rather he
didit: 1don’t think I'should ever make an econorist even of the most elementary Kind:
birt I'am glad of the opportunity this gives me of hammering sorie Marxinto myself, -

_ Today I read the account in the paper [Scofsman] of the Glasgow meetirig: it was

78. The Glasgow branch’s report in Cw, 19 Febiyary, p.61, spoke warmly of their success in
‘Awakening the workers to a sense of the necessity of the Socialists’ claim for 2 change in the
basis of Society". R L i
79 . Anardent advocate of work towards labour representation in parliament anila legal eight.

. hour day, H.H. Chamnpion was the owner of the Modern Press, which printed Justice. In May o
1887 he founded Common Sense, arid later published the Labour Elector., In (885, Champion’s ¢
provision .of monéy from an unidentified source for SDF candidates created the ‘Tory gold’ |:
scandal whien the probable source was revealed ag the Conservative agent Maltman Barry
80. M expressed his exasperation with SDF tactics on & number of occasjons. For one. such
criticism of Hyndman’s aim . . . to make the movement seem big; to frighten the powers that be
with a turnip bogie which perhaps he almost believésin himself . ...*, see the biographicalnote on
81 Theletter, in Shaw’s Collected Lelters, 1874-97, pp.164-65, concludes; i

I presume that your executive has duly weighed the fact that [ ami a memibér of the Fibian

Bociety only, and am not bound by the manifesto of the Socalist League.

82" 12 miles south of central London, Croydon had a SL branch which miet in Parker Road.
83 Thefirst part of this article, entitled ‘Scientific Socialism’, appeared in the 26 February Cw, 155

and was later reprinted in Socialism: Its Growth and Oniteome, London 1895; in & dry and reduc-
tive style it explains Marx's dgfmitipns of ‘commodity’, ‘exchange’, and' ‘money’, mll
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‘very satisfactory. Muirhead a very mild and ‘good’ young man whom I met last year at

Glasgow presided at one platform: this really is courageous of hlm,'consxderir_lg h_is‘
mildness and his position, as he 1s something at the University . By the way ] forgot to

 say of 1ast week that Parnell's amendment to the address was divided on last Thl._lrsfiay:
" '1don’t know if he expected to catch any Unionists by its ‘moderation’: if so he failed:

for the majority against 1t was 106, amere party division.®

. In the evening gave ‘Medieval England” again at the League’s place:% middling

audience, no discussion. except a working man of the debating club type, not exactly a
soctalist I suppose; and a parson who preached sympathy between the classes: and

- Webb who shut him up

Feb[runry] 23rd. I had a sort of threat of gout the lasi days of last- week, a'o.kept

- myself quiet at home 5

- Sunday for same reason I did not speak out of d&oré.'[ went to Mitcham {the
branch) on Sunday evening and spoke extemporary to them at their club-room, a

. ‘tumble down shed opposite the grand new workhouse built by the Holborn Union:

amongst the woful hovels that make np the worse.(and newer) part of Mitcham, which

. was once a pretty place with its old street and greens and lavender fields. % E.xcept a
. German from Wimbledon (who was in the chair)-and two.others who looked like arti-

sans of the pamter or small builder-type, the audience was all made up of labourers and

* their wives: they were very quict and attentive except one man who was courageous

from liquor, and interrupted sympathetically: bu I doubt if most of them understood

* anything 1 said; though some few of them showed that they did by applauding the
- points. I wonder sometimes if people will remember in times to come to what a depth
" ot degradation the ordinary English workman has been reduced;®1 feth very downcast

8 According to E.P. Thompson, R-F. Muirhead was a lecturer in mathematics at Glasgow
. University (Thompson, p.555). Glasier also comments on Ius courage in a letter i Cw:.

Itis greatly to the credit of our comrades R.F. Muirkiead, MA &nd Arch'McLaren, MA, that

-7 they bravely came forward and took chairs at the platforms, as they-are both well connected

and run seriously the risk of damaging their academic careers. (19 February, p 61)

© 85 According to The Times, Parnell’s amendment to the Queen’s address was offered on
© ‘Monday 7 Februaty; the vote was actually not taken on Thursday, but on Friday 11 February; as
. M reported, the measure lost by 106 votes, 246t0.352 o
. 86 LeM Cal, p.261 ] _— B

" 87 R’ hard not to terpret Philip Webb’s socialism as motivated in part by loyalty to his
. clokest friend. That such politics as he had may have been rather simplistic 15 suggested by the

ione of hig letter of 28 December 1884 trom Fiorence (V & A Museum, Autograph)
still no one must think that when capitalists are down on their marrow bones they will be

L . for the peaple, they are a bad-bied lot, and the illgotten race must die out, for no good can

comie of them. . }

8 Inaletter to Jenny ot 18 Fébruary hespeaks of having had an alarm of gout rather than goixt
itselfthe previous week (BL Add. MS 45,339); when writing Glasier'on 12 March he notes thiat
he is not very well (Autograph, WM Gal)
80 Le Mire Cal, p.261, the club room was at the corner of Merton Lane and Fountain Place.
His 18 February letter to Jenny comments: - . " P . i
" " Tomorrow ! lecture to our Mitchami branch, a éredtion of Kitz's, a rather tough 1ot of honest
poor people; I shall have to be as familiar and won-literary as I can be o1 they won’t under-
.. standme. (BL Add. MS. 45,339) iy _
‘90 I've been unable to identify thé ‘German from Wimbledon’, In contrast bo M’s depression,
the Cvw Mitcham branch report, signed by S G. noted enthusiastically that: .
. I the evening in our club-room, comrade Morms lectured to & very large hudience on

‘Monopoly’, and met with an enthusiastic reception. Eden, Harrison, Gregory, and others
. took part in the discussion. We closed as usual with.singing. Four.new members made.
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amongst these poor people in their poor hutch whose opening ! attended some three
months back {and they were rather proud of it).” There were but about twenty-five
present: Yet I felt as if [ might be doing some good there: the branch is making way
amongst & most wretched populafion, . o '
Monday was Council-niight again, and I attended. Poor Allman had been before
the' magistrate that day and fined forty s[hillings] and was sent to jailin default of pay-
ment: his offence was open-air preaching close to the meeting-place of the Hackney
Branch:*2 so we aré beginning our troubles early this year; which is a great nuisance;

but 1don’t see what 15 to be done: we can’t give up street-preaching in spite of what Bax

and one or two others say about its uselessness: Yet the police if they persist can put us
down, and unléss we can get up a very good case of causeless interference on their part,
and consequent presumption of unfairness against us, we shall not be able to enlist fhe
radical clubs on our side, which is our only chanice, At the Council we agréed not to pay
Allman’s fine, as he cried out loudly against it; and I believe meant it as he 5 a
courageous little man; and is single and wretchedly poor: it was agreed that a'commit-
tee should see to getting up a free speech demonstration in Hackney.** 1 may noté here
for the benefit of well-to-do west enders that the police are incredibly rough and brutal
to the poor people in the East End; and that they treated Allman very ill. Charles wis
hauled over the coals at this Council meeting for having written to Justicein a way that
seemed to 1inply an official communication, and a disclaimer of officiality was ordered
to be written.* Bax brought the mattef on, and I'thought at first that it was a piece of

91 Cw reported its opening on 24 October 1886; Frank Kitz’s branch report for 20 Qctober
nétes enthusiastically that: ’
Our Mitcham club room was a delapidated ruinous shed, which by purely voluntary efforts
on the part of our Mitcham and Merton comrades, has been transferred into a comfortable
club room . .. (p.247) . o
92 The 26 February Cw, p.71, recounted Allman’s biased trial and spirited self-defence:
‘Allman pomted out the ifijustice of the poli¢e attacking only Socialists and no one else; and
that it was only when 2 few working men bound themselves together to point out to their
fellows how they were robbed.that thie ruling class put this old law into force. There were
hundreds of meefings held every evening, not by Socialists, that really did cause obstrue-
tions, that were never interfered with, which showed the partiality of the police. Meetings
were held three times a-week by a ranter five yards from where he was arrested for speaking,
but the police only looked on, . .
Allman’s heavy fine seemed a direct result of his.two previous convictions; after hearing that
Allman had been fined at Dod Stréet and Stratford, the judge Mr Hannay ‘said that under those
circumstances he would inflict the full penalty of 40s. or a month’. A Hyde Park demonstration
was held on 28 March to celebrate Allman’s release, | . ] P
93 Cw, 26 February, announced that the Hackney Branch planned to hold a Sunday meeting in
the Broadway (London Fields) to publicise the difficulties of socialist propaganda, and the 5
March issue reported that at the meeting speeches by H. Graham and David Nicoll were followed
by passage-of a resolution protesting at the sentencing of Allman, and supporting free speech.
94 Henry Charles’s letter dppeared in the 19 February Justice, p,3 and read: ) .
Comrade, —In reference to the first of your Tell-tale Straws, pray permit me to corréct
your statement. ) ok . - K
(1) John L. Mahon had not been sent as an emissary of the Socialist League to the
Provinces. ’ .. ] B
(2) The principles of the Socialist League are now s tliey were at the formation of the
League, opposed to Socialists adopting political action'in'the sense you undérstand political
action. - ' . . ] :
(3) The deplorable fact that comrade Mahon has Within ihe last six months somewhat
changed his ideas does not necessarily induce afl other members of the Socialist League to
follow suit. (- e o
“ T'am, Comrade, yours fratérnally,
H. Charles

William Morris’s Socialist Diary

1886 Plloloén‘ph of the Hammersmith Branch Sodalut Leag‘ué,. Members mentioned in the D:'arj or notés are: last row, directly to left of fiag, H.B. Tarleton;

(%)
Lv

last row, far right: C.. Henry Mordhurst; centre row: William Morris is Sth from right, with Emery Walker directly behind him, 6th from right in row; tront,

seated: May Morris is the 3rd woman from left, the second seated facing forward; Jenny is in the centre, in a light-coloured dress and looking to her right.
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William Morris Gallery

The Coach House, Meeting Room of the Hammersmith Socialist League. This was originally a

stables attached to the west of 26 Upper Mall, and had a separate entrance; Morrs-had it con-

v:en_e;;l. 10 a tapestry room, and later reconveried it 1o & meetingplace for the Hammersmith
Socialist Leagne. Atvarious times the comrades also partitioned it fér use asalibrary and news-
-paper reading room. The Diary comments that it was unheated-and cold in wiriter. The Hammer-
smith Branch SL (tater the Hammersnuth Socialist Society) attracted an impressive range of
speakers, and-almost every attive London socialist of ths 1880s and *90s spoke here.
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eager party spirit on his part, as Charles belongs to the quasi-Anarchist-section: but I
saw that Charles had made a mistake, so I did not oppose. The occasion of the letter

- was-aparagraph in Justice jeering at Mahon, whoisona stumping mission in the coun-

' try for his change of front on the parliamentary matter 9 Emay as well say-here that my
mtentionis if possible to prevent the quarrel coming to ahedd between the two sections
parliamentary and anti-parliamentary and which are pretty much commensurate with
thecpllectivists and Anarchists. and this because I believe there would be a good many

- whe would join the Anarchist side who are not feally Anarchists, and who.would be
useful to us: indeed I doubt if except for one or two Germans we have any real

- Anarchists amengst us:*and I don’t want to see a ot of enthusiastic men who. are not
very-deep in Secialist doctijnes® driven-off for a fad of the more pedantic part of the

- Collectivist section. .- _

*.=. Wehad an answer from Bradlaugh about the deba'“te; rather doubtful I think: how-
everwe shalltry to carry it through, Donald and Barker (the secretary) appointedto see
toit. . T _ :

-~ . Yesterday all day long with Bax trying to get our second article on Marx together:*

: avery difficult job: I hope it may be'woﬂh the trouble.

[Facing page contains article by. William Mortis; see appendix, fﬂw'rspnp‘er Articles

" Inserted in the Socialist Diary.' Motris’s gloss reads, ‘A railway proposed from
* Windermere to. Ambleside intending to-go right through the Lake Country in time/

Pall Mall Gagette February) 22 18871~ _ :
+... News.of the German Elections today: the Socialists seem to be going to lose seats

. (and no wonder considering Bismark’s.iron fist) but they are gaining numbers accor-
~ ding.to the voting."®

95. Later in the year J.L. Mahon wotild become more clearly -parliamentarian, but his Cw
articles reporting: the northern trip still emphasiscd the. need for political agitation in a wider

- Socialist frame: ‘ S e Ry i
- .. [Of Nottingham:] There is plenty of Socialist fecling in the fown but the disorganised and
dilatory way in whichi the propaganids hiis besii-condiicted, has estranged this feeling from
~:.* theSocilist bodies. The cause of this state of affairs is, inmy opinion, that from thefirst the
.- movement hadl too much politics and too little Socialism In it. The.soclal and egonomic
.; aspect of the propaganda was over-shadowed by the political: the result being that a very
 superficial and spurious kind of Socialism was spread abroad, that died -ovt when the

election heat cooled off. 26 February, p.69

e

. Late1n 1887 Mahon founded & North of England Socjalist Federation pledged to work with both
; . the SDF and SL; for a discussion bf his activities, see Thompsen, pp.464-79.

" 96 Thereal anarchists to which he refers-were probably Victor Dave and the Whltf_ield Street
" anarchysts, sce notes 55-58. L 2 il

97 What exactly M feared from t_he,anti-j:a.rliaﬁfenﬁrian SL members (Lane, Kitz, Mowbray,
, dvoeacy of demonsttations,
strikes, violence, and open threats on the government Anarchist sympathies within the SL were
largely confined to London; provincial branches favoured more electoral and trade union
98- On ‘Money’, Cw, 12 March, p.82

99 'The specches of Messrs Louther and Labotichere to which M re‘fers,qp;igure‘d'fin The Times

100 Despiterepressive measures and the imprisonment of its leaders, the Germian Social Demo-
eratic party had rapidly;gained adherents, claiming over 300,000 members.in 1881 and over
1;400,000 {n 1890 In an attenipt 1o blunt its influence and Justify domestic suppression of
socialists, Bismark, had introduced some limited social reforms and exploited supposed threats

. of war. J. Sketchley published an article “Law and Order in.Germany’ i the 3, March
v Commonweal,
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Sparling went down ori Monday night to Reading to try to found a branch, after
the good reception which he and Carruthers had there last week: but it was a dead
failure:'™ a good many had given their names to atténd, but when'it came to the
scratch *with one ¢onsent they all began to make exeuse™: 1 note this:because it is
characteristic of the present stage of the movement; for as abovesaid thiere was plenty

of agreement at the meetings we have held-there. This hanging-back is partly fear of |

being boycotted by the masters; but chiefly from dislike to organisation, for aquestion
which the ‘respectable’ pohtlcal partiesignére; and also fear of anythmg like revolt or
revolution.

March 3rd, Last_Thursday'tﬁ Ways and Means Committee but fothing done there
because of a meeting-of the Commune Celebration Committee, at which the Aufo-
nomy group {of vnrespectable Anarchists) had sent people to make a mess of our
arrangements; wanting us to give up our meeting and jom them on a fneeting the day
after, though they knew that our bills were out and that we had hired the hall; I think I
have mentioned that this section of Anarchists have a quarrel on with the others, and
just mention this trifling matter to illustrate it: there were delegates from other bodies

there who, net understanding the affair were for © ‘giving way to’ the Autonemy group;
“who only number-about seventeen persons, and in¢lude Reuss among them, whom we |

expelled as a spy.

Sunday Shaw here to meet Th{eodore] Watts, '®and was very amusing. Turged him
to get on with the promised handboaok of Socialism: *®*he pleaded poverty, and gave us
a comical account of the adventures of a literary man. -among the- pubhshers.,he ertCS
slowly and carefully-all he does, which certainly doesni’t pay. .

As to Sunday meetings of our branch: Walham Green had a sort of debate, wnh a
gathering of the Primrose L:¢aguers to oppose; '™ but went off pretty well, though a -
sort of thing which is a great nuisance.

I spoke at Beadon Road; fair attendance of the usual kind, 1 met a posse of horse

police'going to St Paul’s apropos of the SDF's church-parade thére; ' and there were
also a erowd of Police at the metropolitan station.
- Mrs Wilson in evening; the lecture good with the usual anarchlst twang in it 1%she
was somewhat heckled by Beasley and Carmthers, thc latter speaking very well. Her
defenice was not strong, e

The SDF Church Parade went off weil they ought not to spoit i 1t bv havmg ififerior

101 No reférence to the Reading ineeting appears in Cw. -

102 Inaletter of 25 February to Jenny, M notes that he plans to entertaih G.B. Shaw and Watts

(Theodore Watts- Dunton) the next Sunday; 27 Febniary, because the latter wanted to meet
. Sliaw. Neither man is meritioned in the autebiographical writings, published letters, or standard

biographies of the other, and the meeting seems fo-have been of little consequence.

103  Perhaps these essays evolved into Shaw’s two contributions to the Fabian Essays of 1889.

One of the latter, “The Trausltion to Socla.l Deinocracy’, was written in 1888 whlle Shaw visited

Kelmscott Manor.

104 The spring primrose became assoclaled by Conservatives with the memory of Benjamm

Disraeli’s death on 19 April 1881; m 1883 lhe anrose l.eague was founded fo support the

Conservative Pdrty principles:

105 This was the 27 Februa:y SDF parade, which went discreetly unaunounced it the 26

February Cw.

106 According to the 5 March Cw, she lectured on ‘Authonty and Revolt’, and the branch

report notices that “The Anarchist’ theory underlying an interesting discourse ‘'was criticised by

‘comrades Beasley, Carruthers, Morris, and Radford, who-were mainly concertied with the diffi-

culty of finding how the everyday affairs of a community could be conducted without the rule of

either majority or minority*
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ones at small churches now; but should change the entertainment, which remark
points to the weak side of their tactics: they must always be getting up some fresh
excitement, or else making the thing stale and at last ridiculous; so that they are rather
in-the position of a hard-pressed manager of a theatre - what are they-to do next?

- Good meeting on this Sunday at Edinburgh-in favour of the miners got.up by the
League and the SDF.'% All went much as in Glasgow.

- "Went to the Council meeting on Monday; '®the meeting ratherinclined to quarrel,
The Charles letter-affair brought up again &s 1 knew it would be, but Charles himself
movedthe dropping of it. A good deal of talk about the open-air-free-speech business:
we are to have it out next Monday, when | shall take some trouble to get them to be
reasonable but-don’t expect to succeed.'™ the matter of the monthly meeting of
members is also to coine up next Moniday: so we shall have a pretty lively time of it. It
really is a pity that the said meeting should drop; but holding it on-the Monday means
knocking off one council meeting a month, and I don’t think we have a right to do
that Lahe’s journey to Paris as our delegate by theway turned out rather a joke:11%the
Feasthe was to goto was a paying business, and though a delegate he was received with
no hospitality; though Lafargue knows hitn and speaks English; the meeting a poor
one. Altogether Lane, and Charles (who went with hiri} came back with a very poor
impression of the:Guesdist ‘or ortliodox collectivist section there; and after making all
deductions for their Anarchist:prejuilices, I suspect their impression is right, and that
Baxt exaggerates their importance. "' That implies that, though the Socialist idea is
widlespread in France, thereis nothing scarcely of an organised party there: 1 forgot to
say'that on Monday Shaw sent in-a letter very clear and precise-statement of the:‘terms
on -which -he: would debate with Bradlaugh:!'? the latter cannot say: that they are
untedsonable, and can scarcely draw out of it without discredit.

Tuesday I spent with Bax deing the next Marx article, which 'went easier: 1 as a
conitrast I had a long speli with Carruthers, to whom T went to take leave of him as he is
géing ‘back to Venezuela and he read me the second (and important) chapter -of his
Political Economy, which is by the standard of Marx quite heretical. "' Tt scemed to me

107 The 27 February Edinburgh demonstration of the SDL and SL to express sympathy with
stnkmg Scottish miners was reported in the 5 March Cw, p.77.

108 On 13 February, see 19 February Cw, p.61. . ]
109 M had expressed his views on the distracting effects of this agitation in a letter to Glasier of
the preceding 16 August.

110 M had encouraged Joseph.Lane to serve as the League’s representative to a Paris cangress
of international socialists (Jletter to Lane, 17 February, 1887, BL Add. MS 46,345). M.paid the
expenses of the trip. Like the British movement, French socialism was factionalised between
anarchists, mutualists (Syndicalists), collectivists, and parliamentarians (Pcssnblhsts) .
111 The Guesdist Parti Ouvrier; founded by Jules Guesde (1845-1922) in 1875-76, upheld
orthodox Marxist collectivism.in eompetition with Blanquist and Proudhonist factions. Guesde
edited Egalité and was a close collaborator of Paul Lafarge, Marx’s son-in-law. Presumably the
Guesdists were especially cool to Lane as an anarcho-communist.

112 See Shaw’s Collected Letters, pp.163-66.

113 This was “Scientific Soclahsm Conversion of Cap:tal into Money’, published in the 19
March Cw, p.104.

114 F'shard to be completely certain what this was, Carruther’s Politice! Ecanomy of Socia-
{ism: Lecture Read Before the Hammersmith Branch of the Socialist Imgue. is an undated
16-page pamphlet, listed in the National Union Catalogue as 18857" If this date is corregt, it
seems strange that M would be learning of its contents for the first timein a conversation with his
friend two yearslater. The  pamphlet was reviewed by Cwon 20 September 1890, and listed there
ag published by the Hammersmith Branch SL, Kelmscott. House, so it seems- morc likely that it
was printed sometime between the dates of the Drary reference and the review. This pamphlet
seems a more likely candidate for Morris' referenice than Chapter 2 of the 1883 Communal and
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clear and reasonable; and at any rate has this advantage, that it sets forth the antag-
onism of classes in.the nakedest manner: the workman is nothing but part of the capi-
talist machinery; and if he is rebellionsis to be treated like a tebellious spade would be,
or:say a troublesome-piece of land. - R ‘

March 9th, The ways-and-means committee meeting ‘'on- Thursday Iast was
swamped by the meeting of delegates about the Commune celebration: the Autonomy
people were represented and inclined to give way: also the SDF had written to Brocher
(who with a Socialist Union man had been told off to'arrange matters with the other
groups including the SDF)!* asking us to join them ina big hall and have-but one
meeting. This was al! very well but I saw from the letter that they simply meafit that we
should attend their meeting and swell their triumph: whieh indeed [ thought we had
better do, if they would come. only a little way to meet us. The other Eroups were
harmonious, . i ‘

- Om this night there was a good row in the House between the Government and the
Parnellites backed by a few radicals: 16 Hicks-Beach the Irish Secretary lost his temper
and threatened the Irish members roundly, and+they gave back as good as theytook —
or better. For it is clear that the Government is in a shaky condition. The Union
Liberals are beginning to see that the cat is going to jump the ather way: Trevelyan
made a speech &t Devonshire house this week as good as renouncing the Tory
alliance: """ so it seems the Liberal party is to be remitted on-the basisof a Compromise
Home Rule Bill; which ‘will last as long as the Irish find convenient. Meantime the
Government are threatening a very harsh coercien bill: ®indeed 1 shouldn’t wonder if

they were not to make it as stiff as possible in ofder to ensure their owtt defeat, and then .

were to appeal to the Country on the ground of law and order. All this is blessed bread
«t0 us even the reunion of the Liberal party; because after all that means the Whigs still
retaining their hold of it, the stripping it more and more of -anything which could
enableit to pose:asa papular party; while on the other hand jt cripples the radieals, and
takes away all chance of their forming a popular party underneath the more advanced
Liberals; so that in politics the break upofthe old parties and the formation of & strong
reactionary party goes on apace, ‘ ) y
The morning after this row, lo Hicks-Beach has resigned on the score.of
‘ill-health’!'® Balfour the new secretary; though it matters little who among the Tories
takes the place. 120 . : : e o i

Commercial Fconomy, the contents of which, were already published. Like Commuital and
Commercial Economy, The Policital Economy of Socialism contained the description of
worker-tis<machitiery which attracted Morris. o ‘

115 Gustave Brocher, according to Quail (pp.16,48) a contributor to Henry Seymour’s The
Andrchist and an organiser of the London Social Revolutionaryand Anarchist Congress of J uly
1881, was to lectare at the Hammersmith Branch SL on' 24 April, on the Belgian ‘rational
socialist’ Jean Collits; se¢ Morris’s findl entry, =~ - S o
116  Argument between the Parnellites and the Government erapted on Thursday 3 March over
the issue of Civil Service estimates of £30,960 supplementary pay for the constabulary of Ireland
(The Times, 4 March, pp.6-8). - = - e : i
117 Devonshire House was the Piccadilly London palace of Lord Hartington hiead of the
Liberat ¥nionist faction, and therefore acentral Unionist meetingplace, ~~ * - - :
118 In the'debate of 3 March, the goverhmerii did threaten = harsher Coercion Bill. Under
Balfour’s guidance, the 1887 Crimes Act was finally passed during the summer. =~ -

119: . Actually, Hicks-Beach ennounced his résignation on- Saturday afternoon, arid it was not
reported iri The JImes until Monday 7 March. He résigned on the groiinds that hé néeded
cataract sirgery; M"s scepticism was probably unjustified, since he returned t6 Parliament After
the operation. - - ' et B S

120 Alexander James Balfour, the Consérvative prime minister 1902-5 , was then Secretary for
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.. Sunday I wentto the new premises of the Hoxton Branch (the Labour Emanci-
pation League) to lecture: ' I rather liked it: a queer little no-shaped slip.cut.off from

some workshop or other neatly whitewashed, with some. innocent decoration

obviously by the decorator members of the branch; all very poor:but showing signs of

- sticking to'it: the room full of 2 new audience of the usual type of attenders at such
: .. places: all working men except a parson in the front row, and perhaps a clerk or two,
. theoppositionrepresenited by a fool of the debating club type; but our men glad of any
""" opposition at all. T heard that oar brasnch lecture wasg a wretched failure. ' The fact is

our branch which was very vigorous a little. time ago, is sick now;the men want some
little. new thing to-be doing or they get-slack in attendance, I must try to.push them

* together a bit. :

<~ T attended the Council meeting on Menday. It was-in the end' quarrelsome:'2
Denald captious and obyiously attacking Lane, who:was very raw and sore; and at last
over some nothing about the Commune meeting thelatter resigned his placeonit, and
everything scemed at a deadlock:' then 1'must needs flyte them, which 1 did with a
good will, pitching into both parties. As to details it is worth noting that we are getting
noisy in our Hyde Park meeting, and-the police are interfering. no-doubt, as Donald
states, the police are getting all thisup there inorder to.rouse public feeling so that they
may put down speaking there altogether: Lnote by the way that there is no doubt that
the police take careful.notes of the Socialist speakers now. We passed a resolution
prattically bidding our speakers not to draw.on ‘quarrels with the police: though I
doubt if they will heed it often: as some of them are ambitious of figuring as heroes in
this “free-speech’ business. ' This is a pity; asif the police stick to it, they canof course

‘beat us in the long run: and we have more out-o-door stations already than we can man

properly already. ‘

" The Conference —Donald moved that it be held on Whit Sunday: Lane moved for
the August holiday, on the ground of the financial statement not being likely or
possible to beready atlhe.ea_tliem‘dat’e: I supported him on the true groundsthat I don’t

Scotland and served as Irish Secrétary from 1887-91. The Times was correct in its editorial of 8

March when it predicted that: =~ . .~ i o § )
If we judge Mr Balfour’s character aright, he will not shrink from the disagreeable duty of

- sternly enforcing the law. (p.9) - ey N N

121 ‘How We Live and How We Might Live’, at Hoxton Branch, Labour Emancipation

League, 2 Cronde] Street, New North Rd, Hoxton, Le Mire Cal,, p.241. R ‘

122 ‘The.5 March Cw had aninounced alecture by A K. Donald on *Political Economy from the

Soctafist Standpoint’, - Both Donald’s personal manner and ‘his parliamentarisih may have

alienated Hammersmith Branch SL members, N e - '

123 " The present issue of contention was whether. the 1887 Conference would reverse its anti-

parliamentarism. Compare a Jetier from Philip Webb to Charles Faulkner, Tuesday 8 March:
Icanfiot say that my intellect is allowed to rust for last night at our Council meeting there was
more cantankerous criticism than enough and mere angry answer (sic) than would serve fora
board meeting of avestry. (WM Gal, J551) g © " R i

124 ‘Disputes over financial reliability and the contents and distribution 6f Cw resuliéd from

and intensified Council debates on ideplogy. The Lane-Donald antagonism became yet more

acumomous later-in the year, Amsterdam IISH letters record that Donald attacked Cw for

dullness (7 July 1887, source R. Goldstein), and Lane accused Donald of pocketing £15 collected

for the miners (Amst, 1295, source R, Goldstein), . . o :

125 . The 19 March Cw reported the following Council resolution: . 2
“That the speakers at Hyde Park invite the audicrice to keep within the railings so as not to
obstruct the foot-paths;-and that all members of the League attending such mestings be

careful not to obstruct the foot-ways-on such occasions’.
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want to hurry the branches over the parliament-non-parliament question.'? We were
beaten: which Lane taok hiardly.

Bradlaugh writes declining to modify his conditions (though no one could under-
stand what they were); howcver we shall give way in order to pin him; whlch by the way
we shall fail to do.

March 21st. Sunday 13th [ went to lecture in a queer little.den for the Hackney
branch, a street out of: Goldsmiths® Row, Hackney road, a very miserable part of the
east end of course:'¥ meeting small almost all members I suspect: one oldish mana
stranger, a railway labourer who-opposed in a friendly way gave me an opportunity of
explaining to the audience various points which I expect; alsoa fresh oppertunity Gf I
needed it} of gauging the depths of ignorance and consequent incapacity of following
an argument which possesses the uneducatéd averagely stupid person. I found we-had
had a bad meetinig at home thenext morning: '»On.the Monday I went to Edinburgh '2°
and lectured: dt. the lower Tron liall; the audience was but stender in numbers: *®there
being counter-attractions again, tw¢ important meetings being on the same night: one
under the same roof, and so near that its applause interfered with my oratory. The
audience however was both attentive-and intelligent and very enthusiastic: the oppo-
sition came only from two persons, one d conservative secularist apparently who
seemed to speak well, but was so indistinct that 1 couldn't really catch the thread of his
argument; the other an old fellow named Bone and nicknamed the ‘Bone of Conten-
tioh’ who goes about opposingeverywhere, a wooden creature, but not quite stupid, 13!
An-SDF man spoke? very well, also one of ours no less well. On the whole a satisfactory
meeting.

;MadT‘he 26 March Cw announced the Cenference for Wh:tsunday, 29 May, at 13 Farrmgdon
0O
127 ‘Monopoly’, at 23 Audrey St, Goldsmith Row, Hackney, Le Mire Cal. , p.261, and check-
list, p.309 no.103. In 1887 this was a new lecture, which M delivered frequenﬂy durmg the next
three vears; it appears in CW, vol.XXIII pp.238-54,
128 Hubert Bland, a Fabian, had spoken on ‘What State Interference Means’,
129 M was soméwhat exasperatéd at the prospect of two d:sconnected trips north within a
month’s time; he wrote Jenny on 9 March:
1 find, much to my dlsgust that I'shall have to make a flying visit to Edmburgh next Monday.
It seemns I made the appointment Iast year, and of course forgot about it, and they stupidly
didn’t remind me of it or I woiild have iade my Glasgow visit which now comes off Iater fit
in with it. However Ldon’t mind except for the expense. A long railway journey with a book
to read and Homer, and the window isa kind of rest to me afterall; for Iwillnot go by night,
which is beastly. (BL Add. MS. 45,339)
At the time the Edinburgh trip took about 10 hours by train; accnrdmg to Bradshaw’s Rallwa)r
Almanack for that year, M could have left fromy Kings Cross on the Great’ Northerr Raitway at
5.15 am and arrived in Edinburgh at 3.40 pm, and there were several alternate possibilities.
130 The Scottish Leader article had commented or the moderate attendance: “The Audience,
though not so large as the reputatlon of the lecturer might haveled the'promipters to expect, was
by no means a small one’ @©.n. The Edinburgh Evemng News noted “There was only a small
attendance’ (p. 2).
131 On the évening of 14 April M wrote .Tenny thata meetmg ons Apnl had passed their reso-
lution despite hostility,
. .after a rather stormy debate, owning to the stupidty of acut and dfied opp0nent one fob
Bone, who always opposes evcrylhlng and is lmown in Edinburgh as the ‘Bone of Conten-
tion’. (Letters, p.270)
A Cwreport of an Edinburgh meeting on 18 March 1888 described a *brisk dlscusmon in which
‘the indefatigable Job Bone, a pillar of capltahsm well known to Socialist lecturers, was séverely
handled* (Cw, 24 March).
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In fact things seem on the rise in Scotland, 132 In Edinburgh our branch is doing
better, though-the SDF are more active, as they have more working-men amongst
them; our people are on-quite good terms with them: best.of all the general feeling of
advanced political people is turning our way there. Glasse proclaimed himself a socia-
list and actjve, at the lecture, and said he was going to join the League: '** this means a
good deal as to the turn of public opinion, as his position* forces him to be cautious.
Glasse-and I went to Roslin the next day; ?*a beautiful glen-ny landscape much spoiled
temporarily by the remains of last week’s snow, and permanently by the misery of
Scotch building and amanufactory or two. The chapel strange indeed ; unquestionably
romantic; but the work coarse and quite lacking the deft skill and crispness.of medieval
work; the romance laid on with .a trowel, asif by an amateur determined to be roman-
tic; and all-this before the end of the fifteenth century!'?s

Back I went to London by night train and waking at Hatfield "¢ found the whole
country under a white blanket of snow, and the trees like a father-Christmas toy: that
day (the Tuesday) everybody told me had been the blackest and nastiest day ever seen
m London. .

Thursday (17)-came off our Commune celebration at last -and turned out very
successful: 137 Kitz Kropotkin Mrs Wilson Donald, all made very good speeches: only

* minister of the old Grey-friars Church (Mortis’s note)

132 This of course resulted from the strike by the Federation of Scottish Miners. On Friday 20
May, within a month of M’s entry, the miners voted for negotiation — essentially an admission.of
dcfeat Here too the SDF’s parliamentarism was popular with workingmen; Thompson cont-
rasts’ Mahon's striking sdccess when campaigning in eastern Scotland .on a parlizmentary
programme, later in 1887, with the SL’s loss of at least four provmcml branches after the 1888
split over election campaigning (pp.462, 474).
133 Thompson considers the Rev John' Glasse (not to be confused with the anarchlst Henry
Glasse) one of the League’s few steady provincial allies (p.555). Several of M’s letters to Glasse
wereteprinted by R, Page Amot, in Unpublished Letters of William Morris, Labour Monthly
Pamphlet, 1951 Series, no.6. According to Arnot (p.3), Glasse had been a member of the SDF,
before joining the SL. When visiting Edinburgh M stayed with Glasse and his-wife at their home
at 16 Tantallon Place, and he'invited Glasse to visit him in London.as the Edinburgh Branch's
CGonference delegate in May, 1887 Glasse declined, and after the Conference M wrote him along
fetter defining his position. He seems to have considered Glasse a moderate ally, who was
anxious- above all to avoid another split within the.League.
134 Cassell’s Old and New Edinburgh (London 1887) describes Roslin, a towndirectly south of
the city, as “a retreat of rural quietness, and the abode of workers in the bleaching-fields and
powder-mills’ (p.352). The latter may be the ‘manufactories’ which M mentions Bartholomcw 5
1912 Survey Atlas of Scotland, plate 62, shows a carpet mill and river nearby.
135 Casstll’s guide notes'that the chapel was- founded in 1445, and quotea a hlstonan who
describes its'baroque ornamentation: - -
Itis lmposstble ‘to designate the archltecture of thls Ullildmg by any given or. familiar-term,
for the variety and eccentricity of iis patts are not to-be defined by any words of common
acceptation. (p.350)
136 Hatfield is-about 30 miles nurlh of London.
137 The International Celebration of the Patis Commune was held al South Place Chapel,
Finsbury, EC, at 8pm, Despite the hostilities recorded by M’s diary, Cw announced. an
impressive number of sponsors:
The Societies taking part are: Fabian Society; Socialist Union; Socialist League; Inter-
national Workingmen’s Clubs of Berners Street,.Cleveland Hall, 49 Tottenham Street, and
23 Princes Square; Autonomie Group; Freedom Group; Scandmavmn Group; and Franco-
Italian Group.
Besides speeches in French, German, and Italian, in addition to those M mentmns English
speeches-were.delivered-by Annie Besant, Peter.Kropotkin, Joseph Lane, and J.R. Macdonald,
The Times, Pall Mall Gazette, and Daily News all carried reports of the meeting.
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Mrs Wilson's was too much of a lecture, and'skie really went too far with lies Utopian
Anarchist superstition: Doriald ratlier dttacked her, and fairly. I spoke last and, to
iy great vexation-and shame, verybadly; foituniately L was hoarse, and so I hope they
took that-for n excuse;'though it wasn't the reasoni; which'was that 1 tried to be
literary and original, and so paid For ny egotism. " However it didin’t matter. 1 ligar
that the SDF rather paid for their egotism by the way; couldn’t get the big hall they
boasted about, and so were out of'it, and had to put up with holding smrall locai
meetings, © - T A U
Sunday the annual nteeting of our Hammersmith Branch caime off: a dead failure,
as all our meetings excépt the open air ones have been lately. " However 1 really thirik
the savage second winter has had something to do'with it we'hiave had a hard frost for
nearly a fortnight now, and offen a-bitter ‘blast of the NE viith it; and dur stable-
meeting room is not very warmable under such conditions, "4 T
I lectured in thg Chiswick Hall Club arid had a scanty audience and a dull. It wasa
new lecture, and good, though 1 say it, '2and I teslly did my best; but they hung on my
hands as heavy as lead, The open-air meeting at Walham Green in the morning was
very creditéble conidering the cold-weather and the underfoot misery, -
‘Thursday-24th = fifty-thires years old today —no use grumblifig at that. The frost
broke on Monday-Tuesday and we have now got reasonable weather, Monday after-
noon Mahoncalled from Newcastle where he has been carrying on a campaign chiefly
amongst the rhiners on strike: he reports well of it:'* only as ke had to work with J.
Wil]iamsand Hunter Watts (of the SDF) hewill hardly be able to form a branch of the
League, and thinks that he had better invite them to form a separate body independent
of League and SDF" this is awkward but perhaps can’t be helped. 14~
Council-mecting short and confused: the two parties rather bitter but not inclined.

138 ‘Bisentially M expresses here
Charlotte Wilson: o - - . . - :
“The'great fault of the Commune was that it tried to form a Governmerit, a regular orderly-
- Administration, with arbiteary powers; the great virtue of the Commune was that jt brought -
~men-and wonien together into simpler social relations and truer- brotherhood;’ This [is a)
literal quotatien:from the speech of a-certain Mis Wilson, who #ppears to be otherwise an
estimable lady, at the meeting at South Place last night to commemorate the Commune. The.
- Commune has certainly had many faults laid at its door, buf this must bethe first time that it
has‘beendenounced as am attempt at law and order. Citizen Donald seems to have been
nearer the:mark, from the Anarchist point of view . What the Commune wanted, he opined,
was not less law and order;. but more —in the shape. of drill. (18 March 1887) 2 d
139" M.had been reluctant to:speak iri the first place, as he wrote Jenny on 17 March: .
Today, this evening rather, is our meeting to celebrate the Commune; and I have:to speak,
which I don’t quite like; because-altheugh itis proper arid right to celebrate the day, one has
. by this time said all one has to say on the subject. (BL Add -MS.45,339) . = .
140 The Branch didn’t send a report of its meeting to Cw, but the issue of 26 March noted,

p.104, ‘Celebrations took place at many of the Branclies of the Socialist League.. * . .

- 141 Once a coach: house, this extension to M’s London home was earlier used by M for
waoz:mving, and now served as the Hammersmith Socialist League meeting place, see picture facing
142 . ‘Monopoly”y LeMire Cal,, p.262. . . . ’ : . ol I
143 In the 26 March Cw Mahon-published an enthusiastic report, *The Minérs Strike in North-

umberland’, signed Newcastle;-22 March. . : . -
144 This was the first sign of what would become, after the 1887 Conference, Mahon’s
organisation of a Nerth of England Socialist Federation, independent of ‘both SL. and SDF. It
was based on the SL constitution except for the advoecacy of participation in parliamentary
campaigns (Thompson, p.464),

a more moderate. form of the Pall MalP's criticism of

e —

R S —

- Londsp 1967, pp.139-40.- -
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to-domuch since the Conference comes off so soon:settled now for Whitsunday. Lane
' gave notice of resolution for next Monday pledging-the Council to leave the whole-
. ‘matter of tactics alone at present: I shall support that.'¥S | am certainly feeling dis-
" -couraged about the League: between them they will break it up I fear, and then the
¢ SDFwill be theonly practical body here: which I don’t like the idea of asits advertising
. tagtics make it somewhat ridiculous. I shall move at theiconference that the question of
parliament or non-parliament be deferred for a year. The Fabians by the way have
ussued their parliamentary League manifesto: 81 don’t mind this if they liketo try it.

- But the Socialist] L[eague] going parliamentary would be 2 misfortune. !4
" -~ Tuesday 22nd. I gavemy ‘Feudal England’ at Hammersmith Radical Club: “®nine
. people for audience! The fact is this is a slack tife.for lectures. :
:+ - March 30th, Wednesday. On Sunday I gave my ‘Monopoly’ at the Borough of

- * Hackney Club, which was one of the first workmen's chubs founded, if not the first;**

" 1t s a big club numberinig 1;600 members: a dirty wretched place.enough giving a sad
. 1dea of the artisans’ standard of comfort thie meeting was a full ene, and'1 siippose T

. muostsay attentive; but the coming and going:all the time, the pig-boy and the pot-boy

" was rather trying to my nerves: the audience was civil and inclined to agree,:but I-
. -wouldn’t flatter myself that they:miostly understood me, simplens the lecture was. This'
. was amorning lecture over about two-o’clock: I went afterwards with poor Vanden-

145 On 5 May, M wrote Lane outlining his proposed motion(s):

- This Conference endorses the past policy of the League in abstaining from parliamentary
“agitation and the advocacy of merely a meliorative measures,* and it believes that that policy

of abstention should be steadily adhered to. ;
*(or. sees no reason for changing that policy) - :

- - The letter continues, ‘Teonclude Fhat you would vote for that if your hotter one were lost”. In a.

-\ postscript he adds, . .
=l If theit were lost 1 should move: - )
" That it wonld be useless and misehievous to put forward a programme advocating an agi-
tation for passing a series of mere ameliorative measures-as we believe that such measures
. would not prove a solution of the struggle between labour and capital and would tend to
- hmder the progtess of the Social Revolution:'(BL Add. MS.46,345) 28 '

146" Urider the leaderships of Aninie Besant, the Fabians imadésn effoit to form a Fabian Parliz-

.- mentary League'in 1887, but they did not begiii serious campaighing for arother couple years.
" See Faul Thompson, Socialists, Liberals, _aiid_ Labour: The Struggle for London- 1885-1914;

147" After the'defeat of Lane’s motion M élaborated on these views in a letter to Lane of 30
L think it may at some tutirre time be necessiary to'send men to parliament as rebéls to it - burit
- *13 not necessary to educate people iowards thiat, because by that time we shall be strong
enough in furbers to send them with no great-preparation: therefore we need say nothing
about it now. Meanwhile [ believe all palliative measures like the 8 hours bill to be delusive,
. and so, damaging to the canse if put forward by socialists as-a part of socialism: though of
course they will be put forward and cirided at same time by some party, and we shall then
have to takc the good and the bad of thern. But-we shoukibeclear that they are not our mea-
- sures. I think the duty of the Leagueis educational entirely'at present; and that duty'is all the
more important since the SDF ias eéntirely given upthatside of things: (BL Add, MS. 46,345)
Underlying M’s insistent dnti-parliamentaianism is his conviction that political campaigns sérve
no such educational purpose, - : LN LA L
148 On King Street, sec Le Mire, Cal., p.262. )
149° 27 Haggerstoné Rd, London, in Stan Shipley, Club Life and Socialism in Mid-Victorian

Britan, History Workshop Parnphlet No.5, Oxford 1971, p.78. -
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hout'*to the Hackney Branch as { had 1o speak at the “‘free-speech demonstration’ in
¥ictoria Park. Dined on the way off three pence worth of shrimps that I bought in a

shop, and ate with bread and butter and ginger beer in a coffee shop, not-as dirtyas it
looked from outside. l

I went afterwards to the Demonstration on Freé speech in Victoria Park:'% 45 a
demonstration it was a failure, I suppose enough fuss hadn’t been made about it: butit
was a good Sunday afternoon gathering the crowd very quiet and attentive 300 or 400 1
should suppose. Faulkner lectured here in the evening, a good lecture to a better
audience than lately.!'®? Good meeting at Walham Green: none because of rain at
Beadon Rfoa]d. Monday's Council meeting was unsatisfactory: Lane brought
forward his motion that all members of Council should drop the question of
parliamentary agitation;. but of course the other side would not agree, and Lane
withdrew. his motion: he had not quite made it clear that he meant it for a
compromise. '™ Donald admitted that some compromise might have to be come to-at
the Conference. By the way, I forgot to mention that on Monday 27th we discussed at
the Branch a motion that [ put forward to be moved by the Branch at the Conference,
shelving tlie question for a year; Bolas objected to some of the wording of it, which
seemed to him to express- opinion as to the matter itself;!* but did not object to the
shelving. Doubtless the Branch will pass it thus amended unanimously. Whatever
happens, [ fear however that as an organisation we'shall come to nothing, though
personal feeling may hold us together.

. At Monday’s meeting Mainwaring bronght up a co-operative scheme, the profits

150 Vandenhout is probably a misspelling for Vanderhout The West Central News for 15
December 1877 reports a *VanderHout® present at an International Labour Union Meeting; a
‘Mr Banderhout’ attended a Mile End Labour Emancipation League (LEL) meeting to protest
Bradlaugh’s exclusion from parliament; and Justice lists F. Vanderhout as a LEL speaker on
‘Freedom in England® and ‘Socialism’ at Mile End Waste and Gibraltar Walk, Bethnal Green
Road n: 1884. At a 21 September 1885 SL meeting 10 protest the Dod St. arrests, a Vanderhout
was ljsted present. The East London Qbserver of 29 August 1885 notes Vanderhout’s statement
at a Whitechapel suffrage meeting, and, on 14 August 1886, his speech in favour of 2 local board
candidate. In 1886 Cw listed Vanderhout as speakirig on 12 June for the Mile End Branch on the
Waste, and the 9 September Cw reported of a Mile End Branch meeting: ‘Van de. Hout, who
acted as chairman, exposed the capitalistic cry of “forcigners,’ which socialist are so often met
with’, Iis the November. 1888 East London Observer 1.8. Variderhout was mentioned as partici-
pating in a fight between tailors and masters who were attempting to break up.a meeting over
sweating. The adjective ‘poor’ may be clarified by aletter of 4 February 1887 from Van der Hout
in the AIISH archives, which states that he is leaving 1o attend the funeral of his mother; aftera
visit to the continent to bury his parent he may have been lonely and depressed.
151 The Free Speech Demonstration was held at 3.30 pm in Victoria Park, under the anspices
of the Hackney Branch SL, to celebrate the release of James Allman, who -was one of their
members. . . . .- ) .
152 Cw announced C.J. Faulkner’s 27 March talk on ‘Inhuman. Arithmetic’, and Faulkner
published an articlc in Cwunder the same title in two installments on 30 July and 6 August 1887.
153 M’s letter of 30 March to Lane comments on the resolution’s purpose. as a-compromise;
Of course ] consider the resolution to shelve the question (i, to shelve the definite conclusion
on it, for whatever happens it will certainly be talked about), as 2 compromise, which wonld
allow latitude of opinion while it lasted. I hate compromises personally; but do:not see how
one is to be avoided at this crisis if the League is to go on and the Commonweal also. (BL
Add. MS. 46,345) L . i
154 - Tom Bolas was a member both of the Hammersmith Branch SL and of the Fabian Society,
for whom he had edited the Practical Socialist in 1886, Since the Fabians had just adopted their
Parliamentary Manifesto, perhaps he wanted to remain at least neutral on the issue.
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made to go to the funds of the League; T rather agree to this so as.to give our-people
something to do; though of course 1 see its disadvantages. 1% ] i
Thursday 31st:; Yesterday 1 got a letter from Lane about his canvassing the
Branches on the anti-parliamentary side;'* I am afraid he won’t do fnu.ch good if he
goes, though his obvious earnestness and good faith make him a convincing sPeaker g Iﬁ
also wrote to Maguire of the Leeds Branch urging him to adopt the comprqn.nse:_Lane
says he'will aceept that, Charles called to.say.goodbye: he is broke here and is going to

America,'¥ 3 Ly

They are at it:in the House about the Coercion Bill; w_rhl_eh.wm however be carried, I
suppase, as.the Tory and Whig majority is overwhelming. If only the radlcal.s would
exert themselves-and come out into the streets and make-a great.show, \thll:h tpey
might do,'*® the Whigs and Liberal Unionists might be frighteried into voting aggnst
it; but I'can’t see that thereisany enthusiasmagainst it outside the mere party .bu_slness.

April 27th. I have been busy about many things and so u{lable to.fill up this book. 1
have had a propaganda tour in the north of which I now give some -acr{aunt. 1 got to
Glasgow in the morning of April 3rd and was:met by Mulrhea_d Glasier, and. other
members of the branch: Ispoke at ameeting, their ordinary Sunday ore, m_i the Green;
the audience something like-our London ones but I should say more initelligent, knew
better what-was being spoken about, { mean '

3 i . i i he SL office, to
5 The23 April 1887:Cw announced the formation of a Co-operative Storeat ffice,
::ll groceries ;dnondays. “Wednesdays, and Saturdays after 8.30 pm; the last advertisement
appeared on 16 July of the same year. Ms objections would probab!y .h_a\r_e been to the !nmted
and palliative nature of co-operative merchandising as a cure for the injustices of capitalism; _of
course his limited agreement on the grounds that it woulq ‘give our people somgthmg to do
iight have applied equally well to limited electoral campaigns. = . S
156 Mwrote Lane the day he received his letter, urging him not to give up h}s :amployme_nt anc
offering £5 to aid with expenses. In a portion of the letter ma:kefl 'pnvatg_ again’, he promised, ‘1
am ‘writing today:to Maguire of the Leeds Branch to urge-bim and his branch to adopt the
ipromise’ (BL Add. MS: 46,345). : " . :
f;!mp;ﬂl::'nbg: of the North 1:ondon branch-and SL council member for its first two years,
Hefiry Charles became the Cw American correspondent ;:sending news of tl.'lq-Haymarket trials
later in the year. M wrote him aletter dated 16 June (presumably 1387) describing the conference
new .council members, and adding: - - . b ;
- #e?vmeanﬁme you can-.be comforted by thinking that 1\:re miss you, as.we do very. much.
is tone of spedking to an ally and fellow-anti-parliamentarian:
& m::h‘: ?fszhot ig that gve are very weak, and our work is incre_ased very rnuch:_ and not t.o
eroak, I fear it will be difficult to hold the League together even if the others don’t capture it,
which of course they will try to do. I ) ;
[nwyél\:kof Quail's—mengzn of Charles’ Jater anarchist activities, it isinteresting that Micomments
ism to Charles as follows: e . o o
% aXsa:f)hAnamhism, 1 am not an Anarchist as I understand th.e word, though I dislike the ped-
antry of the Collectivist leaders. (autograph, Hlfugh:lonflt‘lllbr:w:);de ) :
Charles seems to have returned to Europe before the.end of the decade. . } -
158 Two weeks later the radicals did just that, gathering 100.,090 peoplf in Hyde Park to
protest the Coercion bill; see M's 27 April entry. In every April issue Cw's front page news
atured a discussion of legislation on Ireland. 0 . o
:esagt In.order to arrive in time, M had taken the.night train; he wrote May on.4,April: -
Ihada very comfortable journey down in a coupe: 2/6(0 the guard ensured my :_sole holding
- af it; and.my supper was splendid. The moming was beautiful and dawn broke before we_got
" to 'Sl,mp, so 1 had a good view of the mountains. (Henderson, Lefters, p.268) .

open-air meeting at 1 pm, M wrote Jenny on 14 Aprfl: L . )
o t%;ell 1 began operations by helping the ordinary open-ait meeting.in Jail Squgrc.(ormnqus
name) which is just in front of a doleful openish garden called the Green: a meeting much like

ours in London a good one of its kind . .. (Letters, p.269)
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Inthe evening 1 lectured in'the Waterloo Hall to.a big-audience, say 1,000; '$*which ] |

was good as they had to pay. Cunninghame Graham MP took the chair for me, which 1
was thiought bold on'a Sunday and a Socialist meeting: he declared hirself not a socia-
list- bevause he agreed with the Owenite doctrifie of man being made by his circum- |
stances; which seemed strange, and I rather took himup on'that point. The lecture-was :
well received, and a Socialist resolution carried. The next day I went to Dundee, toa [
certdin parson David Macrea, oncé a Ulnited] P[resbytarian] minister but turried out -
for heresy, and now running a congregation on his own hook, My position was only to |
form part of the fortnightly entertainment which he gives to s flock, music.and a | '
tem'ble recitation being the bulk of it as to time: however I spoke for forty minutes |
¢from notes) amd got a good deal into the space: the audience was large, ‘respectable’,
mostly lowet middle class, and seemed rather startled, but not unfriendly. ' I'wentto
Edinburgh néxt day andlectured in that hall again: "6 audience small,, iny last lecturehad -+
discounted this I doubt: old Bone was tiresome, the chairman, a very good fellow was: 1
not a good chairman; but we carried our resolution, though clearly there were many !
dissentients at one time in the hall: those who agreed seemed very hearty.-Slept at |
Glasse’s. The next day went to Glasgow again,'® and met the Branch and friends at a ;
tea-party, which was rather a slow affair: there 1 got a letter from London urging meto *

g0 to help Mahon in the Newcastle district on Easter Monday; ' so, much against my :'

will I wired him that I would do so. The next day we went to Hamilton which is the {.
centre'of the coal mining district: the miners had gene in-on a sort-of compromise, but ! i
w‘ere beaten=ir'1 point of fact: so it is‘hardly to be wondered at that this wds a depressirig |

o
!

The Glasgow branch repnrt to Cw notes: '
After Glasier had spoken, comrade Williat Moiris dddressed thie mieeting, his concise and “
vigorous statement of the labour guestion being. hstened to with great attention and | '
sympathy by the audience (9 Apnl p-120).

160 - His subject was “Trie and FalseSoelety aléecture whlch he gave several nmes in 1836 and 1|
1887; see Le Mire Cal., p.262and Checklist, no.90p.307. TheApnl Cwbrench reportempham
the lmu[ueriesu oFCunninghnme-Graham s presence: . . - |'
The meeting was a unique one: For the first time in the hmory of Seolland a Soottlsh MP |
took part:in a political meeting heéld on a Simday, and for the first time in the history of
Britain a British MP presided at a Socialist meeting. Although disclaiming the title of a .
Socialist, Cunhinghame-Graham expressed himself deeply in sympathy wlth the- aima of 1
Socialists. (p.120) : ',l
161 - No niewspaper was published in Dlmdee in 1887 in whu:h to searnh for references 1o tlus |
meeting. M noted to Maw, ‘Dunde¢ a good audience- as to number but not the nght thing’
(Letters, p.268). '
162 - The trip from Dundee to Edinburgh liad stirred memories; erote .lenny. ‘You know ot |
has about 20 minutes sea from Fife across the firth to Granton, whence of old time I set 5ail for |
Iceland’ (Eetters, p.270).
163 En route to Glasgow M had - stopped to see &' pa!aceand church at Linlithgow rioting |
distastefully the ‘feeble attempt’ at restorauon ‘(Letters, p. 270) 'The 16 April Cw feported cheer
fully of the tea:
Over fifty persons were preseni. Aﬁ.er ‘tea Morris read the speech of Iohn Bail, after whmh [
the evening was spent in songs, recitations, aiid’speeches. (p.125) - |
To Jenny M noted that the party was ‘rsither:slow: ourSeothh ﬁ-iends not hemg very poﬁd at r.hat
sort-of thing thiey are so shy’ (Letters, P. 270).

164 Thiswastobean 1l April nreetms in support of' lhe strikmg rmners. see note 182helow M = -

had complainedto May, - |
..here's a gol — -8
I have beeri so hullisd to go'to Newcastle and speak at themmers meetmg so-as not to let the
"SDF reap where we have sowed that 1 have given way and shall spedk there on Monday I
don’t like the job but-it all comes in the day's work . (Lettérs, p.268) -
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. '-:a{-‘fe,ur; we met in an inn parlour some members-of the Branch which seems to bemori-
" bund, and they would scarcely say a word and seemed in last depths of depression: the

hall, not a large-one, was nothing like full; it was a matter of course that there was no
dissent, but there was rather a chilly feeling over all.'s* A comic event enlivened ug ofa

drunken man in the gallery who insisted on mistaking me for his representative My

Mason, % and quarrelling with me on some political matter which the liquor told him I
was saying.

© :¢ Paisley was thenext place: nor was thisa very !.wely meeting, chiefly I think because
-our Glasgow friends had not had time or oppertunity to work it up: ence more there

was no dissent. '™ The Proveost (Mayor Anglicfis}é} took the chair a curious old body
onice a chartist I think.!® The next day Saturday we went to Coatbridge the centre of
the iron-district and-held an open air meeting at a sort of open space by a canal at the
end of that miserable cinder heap, lighted up, as night came on cold:and clear, with the
flare of the iron furnaces. % We werelate as we did not get out at the proper station; so
we had to compete with a cheap-jack and the Salvation Army, but had a pretty |oad
meetmg too; only disturbed by a drunked Iiishman. '?

',165 Choral Hull John McMunn presiding. Cw uheerved : ’

~ ‘The mesting was nol so large as was expected, owing pm‘bably to the miners being so mueh
- disparsted with the result of their recent strike. Those present, however, were entirely sympa-
thefic, and a resolution in favour of Socialism, moved and seconided by the Secretary and
- President of the Hamiilton miners, was carried unanimously. (16 April}

g The Hmihon Advertiser gave laconic and obscure coverage at the bottom. of p-600l.2:

“The lecturer received a patient hearlng but after he sat down the limited audience thinned

i somewhat, the invitation given to ask: questlonsnot being sufficient to indiice them Lo stay.

Some amusement was causéd l:ry the stylei ln which 4 gentlemani m the gallery argued ‘with Mr
~ Mortis .

166 Stephen Mlson was:a Ghdstoman Liberal MP t'or Mid Ianarkshn'.e from 188 l-sa
- 167 In Good Templars’ Hali, Paisley, he spoke on “Socialism: the Way and the Means”, see Le
Mire Cal., p.263 and Le Mire Ch,, no.94 p 308, M had first delivered this talk thie precedlng fall,
~and gave it 12 timés between September 1886-and April 1887 The Radical Tirmes of Paisley,

which had just begun with its 19 February 1887 issue, published an enthusiastic article om 2 April
heralding M’s visit:

.. . Unlike many critics he does not confine his ideas to mere theory, but has set about showing

~ by his own handicraft what art in application to decoration should be (p.7 col.3)

The 9 April issue, its last, contains no reference to M’s speech of 8 April: The Radicel Times'
short lifespan seems to have followed the fortunes of the strike The Paisley Gazefte gave no
coverage; Le Mire cites a report which Ihave been unable to locate in the Paisfey Daily Express (9
April, p.3).

. 168 _ Robert Cochrane, Provost.of Paisicy from 1885-88, was-bom in 1808, at the time of the

Diar'y was 79 vears old, and Hved until 1897. A former weaver and chartist, Cochrane helped
crganise the reform-procession of 9 May 1831, and was for many years Honorary President of
the Pasley Liberal Club; he considered himself a lifelong radical, and attempted unsuccessfully

.to become a Liberal parliamentary candidate in 1880. Heheld local governmental positions from

186496, serving as ward representative, magistrate, Justice of the Peace, and :Provost. His
ob:tuary -described him as famiher with Scotfish poetry, a goodeonversauonahst and possessed
of "arare fund of reminiscence and-anecdote’. (Paisiey and Renfrewshire Gazette, 26 Fune 1897;
source; Damel Cameron, Librarian, Local History Dept.)
69 The Cross, Contbridge, see Le Mire Cal , p 263, The. Coatbndge Expmgr declined to
comment on M’s visit, and remarked under 'Loeal Topics'. -
. 'Pug week thewppermost topic in,Coatbridge has of course been the appearance, or. peihiaps
. the reappearance of the Choral Union of the burghina grendchoral andorchestral intetpre-
‘tatton of Handel's ‘Messiah’ . (13 April, p. 2col. 1)

. The same issue reported the death ol‘ a nuner il a pit accideni, ms body mutila.ted almort heycmd

recognition (p.1 col.3).
170 M gave more details in 'his 14 Apnl Iettér to Jemny:
There we . . . had a good meeting only disturbed by a drunkm Irlsh man, who insisted with
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The next day Sunday I spoke to quite a big ineeting on the Green'” before leaving
for Newcastle where a socialist and anticoercion resolution (one of each) was-passed
The audience quite enthusiastic. The Glasgow Branch is in good condition apparently
are working hard, and getting a good deal-of support. There are sore very nice fellows
amongst them; they are a good deal made up of clerks designers and the like, and
rather under the thumbs of their employers or théy would be.abe to do more. Kropot-
kin’s visit has turned them a little in the Anarchist direction, which gives them-an
agreeable air of toleration, and they are at present quite innocent of any parliamentary
designs.’™ The fecling amongst the working men about is certainly in favour of
Socialism; but they are slack in joining any organisation as usual: still the thing is
taking hold. - ' ' . T

Sunday evening I went to Newcastle and wasreceived by Donald and Mahen, and
presently stumnbled oi Hyndman who had been lecturing that evening. 7*1 was pressed
to come down to Neweastle because the SDF after seeming to agree that néithét organi-
sation should press itself on the miners has been playinga-double game dnd trying to
bag them after all. Well, next mornirig we started for the collieries early, and came'tog
place called Sedghill, ' where went into a miner’s cottage and D[onald] and I sat down
and talked while Mahon went to arrange matters, as theré was to be a CONVErging
march on the field at Horton where the meeting was to be. The goodman was a tall

strong man his face wrecked by an aceident which had blown out one eye and damaged 1
the other: he seemed a kindly intelligent man, and gave us all information carefully,
speaking without any bitterness against the'masters: the strike is on this wise; themeén |
were working about four days a week and only earriing after all deductions aboit thir-

teens[hillings], and themasters are forreducing their wages by twelveand ahalfpercent |

on the grounds that the price of coal justifies this reduction, although accordingtothe |

sliding scale 6f wages agreed to by employers and employed this was not called for: 5o

thé miners are striking 4gainst this reduction. The man’s wife and daughter. wére |
about, tidy and good-tempered women, his house was very clean as clean as a cottage

many oaths on our telling him the difference between a Home-Ruler and anon-Home-Ruler, A
and swore by Christ that he would-teach us Secialism ke would: but the crowd soon put him
down. All this we did by-star and furnace light, which was strange and even dreadful. |
(Letters, p.271) . - |
Cw euphemised the ‘Irish drunk’: |
Some objections were offered in 4 very fair spirit by.one of the audience; to which Moiris |
replied. (16 April, p.125). A B )
171 Cwestimated the Glasgow Green crowd at 1,00010 1 ,200 (16 April), and Mdescribed them
to Jenny as ‘a large audience on the Green who were very sympathetic; bit' sadly poor and
pinched they look as they well may’. (Lefters, p.271) S ’
172 Kropotkin'had visited Glasgow in 1886, speaking undér SL. auspices dni 27 November on
the topic, ‘Socialism: Ifs Growing Force and Final Aim’. Woodcock and Avikomevic (The
Anarchist Prince, London 1950, p.213} list another rip in the early spring of 1887, but do not
give a date; neither Cw nor Freedom make mention of it. ) o
173 Surprismgly the 9°and 16 April issues of Justice omit mention of Hyndmian’s tour.
174 The bleakness of the collieries had impressed M: ‘ 1) g
" Basly the next-motning we-started off for the collieries, and alighted from the train in a
- wreiched-looking chuntry enough; not smoky, Tor alack the-colligriés are not working, but
so waste and desolate looking like —well a *back Yyard® on a large scale. The roads of course
were'black . . . (Lefters, p.271) = o 3
Seghill is seven miles north-east of Newcastle-upon-Tyne, and M described it to Jenny-as.a
collection of pitmen’s houses. (Letters; p.272). ~ S ' N

T
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Wiiliam Morris Gaiiery

Kelmscott House, taken facing Rivercourt Road; the Thamesis tothe lett. The house was built in
the 1780s and earlier in the century had been the heme 6f Francis Ronalds, inventor o'f the eleg-
tric telegraph, and George Macdonald the novehst. Morris bought it 1n l-=878,-rel!amed it after his
Oxfordshire retreat, Kelmscott Manor, and lived here with his family until his death. On the
ground floor Morris-used the south-west room as workplace and library, the south-east room s
bedroom; one flight up, the Long Room, Morris’s favourite, extended the w1‘dt}1 of the house-
front, and faced onto-the Thatmes. Tane Morris’s large rdom, half a flight up, faced away from
the river onto a garden; May and Jenny occupied two smalier rooms anotlier hialf-flight up,
directly above the Long Room . The William Morris Somety now owns Kelmscott House, and is
seeking funds to restore 1t

William Morris Gallery

Merton Abbey Works of Morris and Co., established by Morris-in 1881 on the river Wandle in
Surrey . Tapestries, chintzes, wallpapers, and stained-glass windows were made here, Workers
had flexible hours, and received a share of the profit.
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ML H M HYNOMAN,

_Henry Mayers Hyndman, who persuad-ed-.the‘ advanced members of the

Lodon Working Mens' Clubs to form the Demoeratic. Federation in 1881 «

‘Morris yarned in 1883 when it biad become the Social Democratic Federation,
“and more distinctly revolutionary The illustration 1s ftom an undated and

nnused postcard.
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in the epuntfy, and so were apparently most of the others inside,'” though.they are
most woful looking dwellings of man, and the whole district is just a miserable back

_vard to the collieries. Mahon and I leaving Donald] behind went by train to Blyth
(which 15 a seaport)!"and at the station found a considerable crowd waiting for us who
followed us into the market place where I spoke to them from a trolley for about forty

mmutes while Mahon again saw to some business. Then we started without any show

ot banners or band, and consequently without. many with us:'”” about halfway how-

sver wepicked up a band and a banner and a lot of men, and soon swelled into a respec-
tablecompany: the others had got there before us and lots more were streaming up into
the field: the day was bright and sunny, the bright bluesea forming a strange border to
the misery of the land.'™ We spoke from one waggon Fielding of the SDF in the
chair,™then Mahon then me then Hyndman then Donald. It was a very good meeting:
the front ranks sat down to let the others hear and see. The audience listened intently
and were heartily with us: they began by objecting to.the reporters, and c;ied'out to “pit
then out” unless they put all down. They hooted the police Tustily when 1 said some-
thing about those worthies;'® being much excited by thenews of J. Williams’ arrest in
London the day before, as he has been down speaking to them. '* I note that my speech
as given in the Chronicle is verbatim almost, as I fancy is Hyndman’s, but Donald I

- thouight made the speech of the occasion. 182 We three hurried off to catch the train for

175 ~Characteristically M commented on the interlor arrangement of the houses: . .
+ 1+ most of them as we:passed their apen door showed a swell but ugly bedstead in.the place
* -of honour - .(Lettersp. 272} - - - - - . .

176 -Misspelled by M as Blithe, this is-about 13 miles north-east of Newcastle on:the-sea.

177 To Jenny he described the crowd it first as ‘rather a draggle-tailed lot*. (Letters, p:272)

. 178 - The conitrast between sea'and land had impressed him, as he recalled:
.« - Blithe is a'sea-port, and as we came in I'could see the masts of ships there: and as we plodded

*+ onthrough the dreary:(O so dreary) villages, and that terrible waste of endless back-yard, we

= “could sec on our left hand a strip of the bright blue sea, for it was-a beantiful sunny day.
. (Letters, 9.272) r . -, : :

179 - This was John Ficlding, of whom Justice remarked in its report.on the meeting:

s+ Acgreat work has been done here and John Fielding deserves the highest credit for the deter-

. ‘mination and vigour which he has displayed under the most. difficult, circumstances.
* Branches of the Social-Democratic Federation are being formed under hig-auspices not only

" 10 Newcastle itself, but in all the mining viliages round . . . (16 April, p.1 €0l 2)

180 Morris had asserted, . - :

-+ Even'these men that were dressed in:blue with-bright buttonsupon them and white gloves —
(Voices: ‘Out with them’)~and those.other men dressed in red, and also sometimes with
gloves on their fingers, what were they: Simply working men, very hard up, driven'into a
corner and compelled to put on the-livery of a set of masters. (Hear, hear, and prolonged
“hooting.) (Newcastle Chranicle, 12 April, p.4). . i o i

* 181 John Williams of the SDF had spoken to Newcastle miners at aqaihéﬁnz-oﬁ 6 Apn.l, four

days later, on 10 April, he was arrested and charged with ‘rictous conduct® for speaking and

selling Justice'in a Hyde Park Sunday afternoon meeting. . - :

182 M mserted the- Newcastle Chronicle 12 April account into-the -Diary facing pp.44 and 45;
the report-gives almost 18 inches of coverage of M's speech and more than 20 inches to
Hyndman’s, but dismisses‘Donald in two.inches, M's speech described the capitalistic system as
war and warned that.under capitalism one local strike would only lead to another: instead he
advocated a general-workingmen'’s strike: 2o X L .
He-believed that that crisis would take the form, after they had made those claims which they
would have to make, of the entire, complete, and immediate:submission of their masters.
(Newcastle Chronicle, 12 April, p.4) 2 g : . . .
Thie demonstration was sufficiently large to receive modest coverage in the London press;on 12
April btief articles appeared in The Timtes (p.8 col.5); Pall Mall Gazetie (p 10col.2), and Daily
Nerws (p:6 col.4); and the:Dedly Standard (p:3 col,6); all but the Pall Mall Gazette mentioned M.
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Newcastle which we just did, and got hungry buit pleased there in time [to] have a bite
and dropyin the refreshment rooms. There Joseph Cowen stumbled on us and we had a
friendly talk together!® and saw s off by train to a place called Ryton Willows where
we had advertised another meeting: it is a piece of rough healthy ground by the Tyne-
side unidér the bank by which the railway runs: it is a pretty place and the evening was
lovely: a mere recreation ground with swings and merry-go-rounds. '# Byt we had a
very fair meeting there of most attentive persons, though'T guess I tried their patience
as 1 got “léctury’ and being excited went on and on till I had gone on too long: however
it was successful and the audience stayed till it was niearly dark, gave three cheers for
the Socialists and off we went back, 1% ' o T o

" The next day I went up to London and got tothe Courcil in time to come in for one
of the usual silly squabbles about nothing, '™ and to propose a Hyde Patk meeting in
#id of the Northumbrian miners in a fortaight which was agreed to.'®" There is no
doubt of the success (which may be temporary) which we have made in these riorthern
mining districts. ‘

‘I spoke the next Sunday at Beadon Road and couldn’t help contrasting our cock-
neysmuch to their disadvantage with the northerners: the nieeting fair, also a good one
at Walham Green, and at our room in thé evening where I lectured, The Easter
Moniday anticoercion meeting was certainly a success; ¥8 1 have no doubt much bigger

183 Joseph Cowen, the former Radical MP from:Newcastle, had retired from Parliament the
preceding year . Cowen had been briefly associated with Hyndman:and paid the latter’s hail when
several members of the SDF were arrested oni 8 February 1886 M had invited him to contribute
to Cw; and'in Cowen’s answer of 15 November 1886, he declared his clear divergence from the
Socialists: T : e .

- .. the paper youspeak of, the Commonweal, kdon't remember to have seen 1 feel myself in

- asomewhat peculiar position with respect'to your request. [ am not.a-socialist and never was,
All my inclinations and convictions' are the other way. I have been, for many years, on
-friendly teims with most of the leading English and Continental Socialists, and when they
have been claiming the right to be heard, I have been on their side. But [ have never been able
to see my way to-assist in propagating their views, [Thave helped Hyndman] with his Justice
but it was more with the view of encouraging workmen to undertake the printing and
publishing of a paper of their own, than out of sympathy with the doctrine they proclaim.
(BL Add. M5, 45,345) . . .
After the firmness of the letter, Cowen’s cordiality may have been a mild surprise; M’s descrip-
tion of the event to Jenny emphasises his friendliness: . .
. . wha shiould come up but Joseph Cowen very friendly and nice; 1 must say, and-we-had a
talk, all we could ir twenty minutes space- (Eetters, p.273) | -
184 M had at.first questioned the suitability of the location: . .

+..it 15 a recreation ground and being Easter Monday there were lots of. folk tliere with
swings and cricket and dancing and the like: I thought it a queer place for a serious Socialist
meeting . . . (Letfers, p.273) . h :

185 His private description reiterates the sense-of fellowship which-the meeting inspired:

. . .we had a crowd about usin no time and I spoke; rather too long I fancy, till thestars came
out andit grewdusk andthe people stood and listened still, and when we were done they gave
three cheers for the Socialists; and all was mighty friendly and pleasant: and so back we went

- to supper and bed, of which 1 for one wiis glad enough. (Letters; p:273) Lo

186 Compare M's wryly dispassionate-interpretation:later in the summer: "
It is so bewilderingly irritating to see perfectly honest men, very.enthusiastic, and not at all
self-seeking, and less stupid than most people, squabble so: and withal for the most. part they
are personally good friendstogether, (Mackail, vol.II, pp.184-85) . .

187 The meeting was held 24 April; see note 191, T B .

188 For repotts of the enormous 11 April Hyde Park Anti-Coercion meeting, see 12 April, The

Times (p.9 cols 4-6) and Daily News (p.6 cols 3 and 4); the former estimated an attendarice of

40,000-50,000; the latter reported 150,000, and described in.addition-the demonstrations of the
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than the Suffrage-meeting where we got bustled three years ago. ™ The democratic ele-
ment was dominant in it, and the socialists very popular.

The next Monday meeting at Farringdon Rloald was the meeting of L.ondon
members also, and Lane read his manifesto; which indeed turned out to be a long
lecture not at all fit for its purpose, and which would have been damaging to us anti-
parliamentarians if it had gone to the Branches: 190 3 vote was taken as to whether the
Council should be advised to print it and the majority report and it was carried that it
should not be, I voted in the majority. -

The next Sunday 24th our Hyde Park meeting came offon a stormy day, but wasa
fair success under the circumstances, although a hiil storm drove a lot of people out of
the Park just as we were beginning. '*' ) D i

. Note that all this time anticoercion meetings are being held all about: but to-my
thinking there is no great enthusiasm about it except among regular politic'a_l
persons. 92 Still it s something that the political Democracy has taken if up.

- Bythebyon Sunday 24th Hrocher came to lecture here about Colins the Belgian
Utopist Socialist and had no-audience: " he is.not in any case a lively lecturer though
an interesting man and also the Hyde Park meeting damaged usno doubt: still it was
discouraging. Council meeting on Monday 25th. Lane and Mainwaring very much in
opposition and not a little unreasonable: a kind of discussion as to the ‘making of a

SL and SDF. The 16 April Cw was of course pleased: .
We have said that it was the largest ever held there, but this conveys no clear idea of its
gigantic size; the reports of the bourgeois press of course vary and contradict one another in
their nsual stupid fashion, but even from them it is clear that over 150,000, probably near
200,000, persons were present in support of the meeting; while the lookers-on, all of whom

- seemed in sympathy, were quite beyond all hope of computation. (p.124) N

189 M refeis to the attack on socialist speakers by a Radical working men’s crowd which had

gathered on 23 July 1884 to protest the rejection of the Third Reform Act (County Franchise) by

the House of Lords (see Letters, p.209). ) . .

190 In November 1886, the SL Council appointed a committee of Bax, Binhing, Mahon, and

Lane to draft a policy statement for the 1887 conféerence; the other three Tavoured a parlia-

mentary position, but Lane wrote a minority repott. M hiad previously discouraged him from

printing his manifesto for circulation to the branches before the Conference, and had argued

against the use of the term anti-statist (Letters 30 March and 16 May, BL Add. MS. 46,345).

191 TIn its 30 April issue (p.137 col.2), Cw printed an abridged report from the surprisingly

sympathictic London Daily Chronicle: ' : : S
The proceedings throughont were most orderly, and ‘the attendence of about 40 or 45 con-
stables, who stood on the fringe of the gathering, seemed somewhat unnecessary.

M had moved a resolution,.and his speech was well-reported (p.138) . . .

This strike was simply one of the incidents in the great warfare of labour against capital,
which the present system rendered it imperative for the working men to carrybn . .. Asjong
as thére were employets-and employed there would be war between-them . . . Fhie'miners of
the North were beginning to look at the matter from the Socialists’ point of view, and-as soon
as the workers clearly understood that they must have their destiny in their own hands it
would not be difficult to get rid of the present system. }

Donald, Kitz, Wardle, and Mainwaring also made speeches. - .

192 In the 23 April Cw, M expressed similar doubts about the efficacy- of ariti-coercion

agitation: - at .o N
The pepular opposition; respectable as it is, does not seemto-beof that volume and energy
which implies a threat of consequences beyond the ballot-box;. and as to the vote, the.agi-
tation is discounted by the Tories because they knqvi' that a very large proportion of the _ggl

." tators have not got it .. . (p.132) Y : ’ B
193 Seenote 115; as announced in: the 23 April Cw, Brocher’s talk was scheduled for 8:pm on
*Calins and his Philosophical and Social System’. See Colins biographical entry.
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Conférence being made* like the gate of thie-old Medieval King. Donald pracucally sent
to Nerthumberland to help to resist thie intrigues of the SDF.

- The papers fiill during these days of the Snabelé arrest ol my private opinion is—
war.!9% -

194 According to the 23 April Daily News, Monsieur Schnaebell, the 'special French
Commissary at the Railway Station at Pagny-sur-Moselle, had besn arrested by the German

arrested on French or German soil. On 23, 25 and 26 April the Daily News continued to express

worry over the possibility of war. M wasn’t the only one confused ‘about the spélling of the

French Commissary’s name; the Daily News alternatively spelled it Schnaebell, Schhacbele, and

Schmaebel. Excitement abated:after the prisoner.was released on 29 April.

195 - Compare M's final sentiment with the statements-of his first entry; as so often, he

mggerated the 1mmedlacy of a threat of war. But by later in the year he was.more sceptical:
The new Socialist law is no doubt 4 sign of progress, and may be'a sign of approaching
Buropean war, though I declifne tobe -any longer moved by war scates which are probably got
up by statesmen-thieves or- stockjobbmg d[ltt]o . (December 1887, “The Present Gutlook
in Politics’, LeMire, p.214)

Llst of Newspaper Clippings Insérted by Morns mn the Soclahst Dlary

1 Wlthm entry for 25 Ja.num'y .
" *The Dlsturbanoes at’ Norw:ch’ letter from Wlllmm Moms to the edltor Of The
. Daily News.
2, Within entry for 12 February: report .
- “The Socialist Demonstration in Glerkenwell / The Siegeofa Butcher s-Shop’, The
Duaily News 10 February 1887 -
3" Within entry for 23 February:
,‘Agamst (ii.) By Mr W Morris’, article labelled by Morris, ‘a raﬂway proposed
from Windermere to Ambleside mtendmg to goright through the Lake Countryin
-time./ Pail Mall Gazette / 22 Februa.ry 1887
4 Within-entry for 21 March: report -
‘Celebrating the, Commiine’, The "Daily News Fnday, 18 March 1887,
-3 ,Wlthm entry for 21 March: report
" *Speialist. Meetings in Newcastle, /- Speeches by Mr Mahon Nemstle .Datly
LChronicle 7 March 1887. .
6 “Within entry for 21 March: -
‘Manifesto of the Fabian Pariiamentary League
7 Within entry. for -27 April: report .
“The Socialists and the Miners / Thc Great Demonstratlon at Horton/Speeches by
Messrs Motris and Hyndman’, Newcastle Daily- Chi'omcle 12 Apnl 1887
8 ‘WIthm entry for 27 Apnl report
" “Meeting at Ryton’ and. ‘The Arrest of Mr’ John Willmms Newcast!e Daily.
Chronicle 12 April 1887,

Police Commissary of Arts and taken to Metz; z debate ensued over whether he had been .

IS

BIOGRAPHICAL NOTES

ALLMAN, JAMES, b. 18657-A member
of the Mile End branch SL, when arrested for
speakmg at Dod Street in 1885, James Allman
was listed in-court as-a shopman of 5§ New
North Road. When arrested again in 1886 for
speaking, he was listed as a 21-year-old tailor’s
presser. ‘His third arrest in February 1887 is
recorded in the Digry, and on each of the three
occasions riewspaper accounts record his
spirited defence to the judge (Daily News, 22
September 1885; East Londor Observer, 4
March 1886; see also footnotc 92) Allman
was-clected a SL Council member.in 1887, and
Thompson describes him as unemployed later

in the year (Thompson, p.40d), when he

worked to. organize - meetings for ' the
unemployed. Cw of 11 Febtuary lists Allman
ag one of the speakers ata meeung on Tower
Hilk- -

s ‘A'VE[.ING. EDWARD AND EL‘E‘ANOR‘
MARX. A prominent figure in the early
socialist movement 'and amateur dramatist,
Edward Aveling (1849-98) had earned .a dogt-

- oratein zoclogy before beginning a careerasa

secnlarist and later socialist lecturer and jour-
nalist Although Aveling was respected for his
gbilities, his evasive financial and sexual

béhaviour embarrassed and angered fellow.

socialists During his fifteen-year union with
Bleanor Marx (1883-98), the ardently socialist
youngest daughter of Karl Marx, the Avelings
were vigorous defenders of their cause, They

-jouned the secession from the SDF which

formed the SL, but maintained-a strong pro-
parliamentary stamce in the Bloomsbury
branch, and promoted iis separation in 1888
to form an independent group, later affiliated
with the Labour Emancipation . League.
Shortly afier Aveling had contfacted a secret
man'mgeelsewhere and in a period of exhaus-
tion from nursing him after surgery, at the age
of 42 Eleanor Marx committed sulclde, and
Aveling died later the same year. Their lives
are movingly told in Yvonne Kapp’s two-

‘volume Eleanor Marx (London 1972 and

1976). Morris disliked Aveling sufficiently to
speak of him in a lefter to-Glasse as ‘that dis-
reputable dog Aveling’ (27 September 1887, in
Arnot, Unpub. Letters, p.67). Although in
1885 Mortis praised onc of Eleanor Marx’s
speeches highly in a letter t6 May (18 April,
cited in Kapp, vol. 2 p 40), and Kapp claims
that ‘they worked together in harrhony and
with mutual respect, evert admiration at this
period’y (p.43), Morrls maie few references to

'Eleanor- Marx apart- from Aveling, and indi-

cates. in the Diary that by 1887 he found
‘eivility’ from the Avelings worthy of record.
See also footnote 14,

'BARKER, HENRY A. A member ¢f the
Hoxton branch -of ‘the SL and a parliamen-
tarian (Tsuzuka, - A .M. . Hyndman, p.85),
Barker frequently wrote branch reports: for
Cwand on 16 October 1886 recorded that he
had spaken the previous week on *Socialism
and Dynamite’. The 21 January 1388
Commonwealreported an SL performance of
his extravaganza “The Lamp’, in which he,
Joseph Lane, and others acted, and he corntri-
buted an afticle, ‘Prisoners-for Libeity’, to
Commonweal for 25 February 1888. Barker

‘was & member ¢f thie League Council: from.

1886 to 1888 and served -as' secretary in
1887-88; Morns wrote to Glasier in August
1888, ‘The Sec. is (to speak plainly) a failure as.
such, though a very good fellow® (Letters,
p.29%). Barker left behind -scattered notes on
William Morris now in the Witliam Morris
Gallery (J194)-in which he: claimed that
‘Morris-had not whiat is called the gift of
ordtory, but he always spoke with fesling
often with congiderabile heat’. Of his speech at
the funeral of Alfred Linmell, Barker added,
“There was fearful earnestness in his voice
when referring to the victim we had just laid to
rest. Morris cried out *“let us feel he is ocur
brother.”” The ring of brotherly love in it was
mOMaffectmg {pp-2-3); -

- BAX, ERNEST BELFORT, 1854-1926.
One of the first British Marxist theorists, Bax
joined the SDF in 1882. A fierce opponent of
Christianity, women’s suffrage and the hour-
geos family,-advocate of a new socialist con-
sciousness, and author of Religion of Socia-
fism (1885),. The Ethics of Soclalism (1887),
and ‘several other books, Bax. collaborated
with Morris in writing the Cw essays which
were republished in- 1893 as  Socialism- Its
Growth and Qutcome. A patliamentarian of

“the Croydon Branch, Bax had left the SDF

with Morris to found the SL in 1885, but he
returned to the SDF in 1888, where he-edited
Justice for.a brief period in 1892, defended
internationalism against Hyndman’s support
of forcign nationalism, and followed Hynd-
man into the National Sogialist Party during
World War 1 and afterwards back to.the SDF,
where he remained until his death. In his Rem-
iniscences and Reflections of a Mid and Late
Victorian (1918), Bax asserted of Morris: ‘The
foundation of the Socialist League and the
work he put into it reflects the highest credit
on Morris personally . . . Altogether a more
personally disinterested man in his public
work never existed’. {p.83) See also footnotes
19-and 20,
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. BEASLEY, ALFRED. One of the first
members of the Hammersmith Branch. SL;
Beasley had joined the Democratic Federation
in 1884 and listed himself in a July 1884
branch meeting as living at 28 Masborough
Road, Brook Green (now Masbro Road, W10,
north of Brook Green). In September 1884 he
presented a small library of books for a branch
library, and served as one of the branch lib-
rarians. He was an occasicnal open-air
speaker, and on 26 July 1885 he lectured to the
branch on *Private Property’. He was a clear
dissenter from SDF tactics, speaking in favour
of a 18 January 1885 motion by John Carrut-
hers.in favor of decentralization and separ-
ation from the SDF: .

Mr Beasley said that to his knowledge the
tone of ‘Justice’ in advocating the physical
force of mere undisciplined mobs dis-
gusted many thinking men with the expon-
ents of socialism, and he would support
the motion. - (Hammersmith . Socialist
Society Minutes) .

BESANT, ANNIE, 1847-1933. Secularist.
Fabian, labour organizer, theosophist, and
supporter of Indian independence, Annie
Besant was the daughter of a London busi-
nessman, ‘She separated from her-husband, a
cleric, in 1873, wrote the Gospel of Atheism
(1877), championed neo-Malthusianism, and
was deprived by the courts of the custody of
her children on political grounds She joined
Bradlaugh in editing the National Reformer,
and from 1883-88 published the monthly Gur
Corner, moving gradually towards socialism.
In 1885 she joined the Fabians, aided in
forming the Fabian Parliamentary League in
1887, and ceased to .co-edit the National
Reformer.in October of that'year She parti-
cipated in the November 1887 demonstration
(*Bloody Sunday’) at Trafalgar Square, aided
in organizing the strike of femmale match-
workers in 1888; and. served on the London
School Board. In 1889 she bécame a thea-
sophist, and gradually withdrew from British
political activity. In the 1890s she settled in
India, where she became president of the
Theosophic¢al Society from 1907 to 1933, and
devoted herself after 1914 to the cause of
Indian independence. She is still highly
regarded in India. On her-visits to London she
gave speeches in support of theosophy, labour
causes, and women's suffrage. See also foot-
notes 43 and 44.

BOLAS, THOMAS . Born-in 1848 at
Glastonbury, Bolas was a consulting and
analytical chemist, .and -was interested in
railway reform. He printed and edited the
Raiiway Reformer in 1883-84, before editing
18 monthly issues of the Fabian newspaper
The Practical Socialist 1886-87, and 13 issues
of -the Socialist, 1888-89. .He was one of a
group which called a Fabian conference of
‘socialists in. June 886 to sponsor parlia-
mentary activity. He was also a member of the
Hammersmith Branch SL; branch minutes list
his address as-8 Grove Terrace, Chiswick, and
indicate that he was-an dctive member and was

"deputed to attend to printing tasks. According

to SL Conference notes for 1887, -Bolas com-
plained that Cw failed to publish a letter in
which he complained. of authoritarianism in
the executive, and opposed parliamentari-
anism (Conference notes, provided by R.
Goldstein). The latter would seem to contra-
dict his'position.of the previous year. Cw for
11 January 1888 records Bolas's lecture to the
Clerkenwell. Branch on ‘A Real People’s Par-
liament’. He published many leaflets on rail-
way reform, among them: The Chiswick Leve!
Crossing Fatality, T..Bolas, Chiswick 1901,
and Confiscation of All Railway Property, as

a leading step in solving the railway problem (a i

revised reprint. from Liberty, The Leaflet
Press, 1895). The Lebour' Annual of 1895
states that in 1893 Bolas

resumed crusade against railway misman-
agement . , . this time with definitely socia-
listic aims...now...advocates nation-
alization’ by cnnﬁscation_ of all railway
property, so largely used as a means of
extortion and plunder; to this end urges
workers. to secure control of legislature.

p.163)

He was secretary of the Railway Users Assoc-
iation; and by 1895 lived at 60 Grove Park
Térrace, Chiswick. A Thomas Bolas, [isted in
the BL Catalogue as the same person, also
published many books on -photography,
design layout, .and’” metalwork during the
1890s and early 1900s.

BRADLAUGH, CHARLES, 1833-91.
Secularist, champion of frée thought, editor
of the .Nationa! Reformer, and influential
radical politician. Bradlaugh was prosecuted
for sedition. {1868-69), and for his defence of
the publication of a birth control pamphlet
(1876). He was elected to parliament in 1880,
but refused to take a religious cath, and was

excluded until 1886; even then his entry was
opposed by Randolph Churchill. He became
steadily more conservative in the 1880s and
"5, and as the Diary shows, used his con-
siderable influence in working-men’s clubs to
oppose any socialist tendencies.

BROCHER, GUSTAVE, poss. born in
1850. Accerding to Woodcock (Anarchism,
Cleveland 1962, p.252), Gustave. Brocher
chaired 2 committee to organize a London
Anarchiist Congress of 1881, and he later con-
tributed articles to Henry Seymour’s The
Anﬂrr.'hlsl {Quail, p.258). Hammersmith
Secialisi Society Minutes indicate that he
lectured to the Branch twice ih 1885 on conti-
nental topics, “Thé Phalangstere’, and “The
Iearian Communitiés’, and the August 1885
Commonweal reports h:s singing of ‘La Car-
magnole at the first annual League Confer-
eice’ Between 1885 and 1897 a Gustave
Brocher published three French translations
and readers in London, an 1893 issue of
Freedom lists him as a speaker, and he may
have been at Mary Mowbray’s funeral in 1893
(Quail, p. 127) as a representativé of a “French
Anarchist Section’ of the SL. Much later i
France someone of the same name wrote
several hooks in 1915-18 on Russian topics,
and edited selections of a Dictionaire des
Athées, and his pamphlet Absurdités et
airocités de la Bible (Editions de I’ Idee Libre)
appeared n 1926, A story by Gustave Brocher
also appeared in Joseph Ishill’s Free Vistas
(Berkeley Heights, New Jersey 1937, vol. 2,
pp-119-30);.entitled ‘A Brave Panisian Lad’, it
records an old man’s memory of the brulal
shooting of a young anarchist who had given
waler tG two National Guardsmén during the
days of the Paris Commune

‘CARRUTHERS, JOHN, "1836-1914. A
construction engineer, early Socialist theorist,
and Morris’s close associate in the SL Ham-
mersmith Branch, Carruthers had worked on
government construction projects in- Egypt,
India, New Zealand, Venezuela, and Argen-
tma.- He was the author of one of the first
British Communist texts, Communal and
Commercial Economy (1883), The Political
Edonomy of Socialism (18857), Socialism and
Radicalism (1894), and a posthumous Fco-
riomic. Shidies (1915); he also accompatied
Mdorris on -his last visit t6 Iceland in- the

- sumrier.of 1896, and left reminiscences of the,

voyage. His Communal and Commercial Eco-
nomy, which argues against the wasteful.com-
petition ‘of capitalisim, and for a completely
labour-based assessment: of valu¢, deserved a
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wider audience than it received. At times,
Carruthers’s views resemble Morris’s:

The system must be abolished .af
once.. we must not wait until factories
are burning and capitalists.are being shot
.. A very few years will show the men
how mistaken is their trust in strikes, and
they will then, without delay or warning,
. turn to violenee, the only weapon left. to
-them, in order to wring from the State the
rights-to which they are justly entitled. No
one can fortell when this may happen; it
may be in fifty years, it may be next year,
and even to-day a eloquent man could raise
a tumult in England that no. human force
'could quell. In any case, whether or not
there is a danger ot rather hope, that the
working classes are on the eve of asserting
their rights, it is the duty of every honest
statesman to. remove.. a Wrong...the
only hindrance to an almost boundless
increase in human happiness. {pp.355-56)

Morris presumably liked Carmruthers not only
for his intelligence, but for a kindred direct-
fiess, resistarice to reforimism, and hope for
deep social transformation. For.example, in
an 1894 pamphlet, Socialism and Radicalism,
Carruthers argues against agitation for Radi-
cal a.nd laborite demands

Litis me\rllable that every Somahst who
begms to "agitate for Radicalism shall
become a Radical. Therefore, I hold, it is
better for us who are Socialists to continue
to preach our doctrines, but not to take
part in political quarréls unless we can do
so independently of existing pa:tlé's who,
however much they may differ in other
matters, are agreed in deadly hatrcd of
Socialism. (p.8)

Like Morris, Carnithers hoped. that greater
working-class boldness and consequert col-
lapse of class struclure would' satlsfy lesser

_godls:

It is not, however, a question of half a loaf
or no-bread, for it is just as.easy to get the

- whole of the loaf as the half of it, if only we
could make up our minds that we really
wantéd the whole. (pp.4-5}

See also footnote 114,

.CHAMPION, HENRY HYDE, .1859-
1928. A strange mixture of manipulator,
agitator, and reformist politician, Champion
came of an upper-class background, left the
army-at the age of 23, bought a press from
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which he issaed Socialist writings, and becarhe
the first secretary of the SDF. Associated with
Maltman Barry in the use of Conservative
patty funds to support SDF candidates in the
‘“Tory Gold" scandal .of 1885, Champion was
active in orgamslng demonstrations of the
unemployed in 1886 and 1887, and in May
1887 started Common Smfe(andm 1888, the

. Labour Elector), whichi advocated immediate

reforms, including the eight-hour day, adult
suffrage, .and .free secondary education.
Morris does not seem to have made many
comments about him; in a 25 December 1884
letier to-Joynes, he remarked:

“Champion indeed thinks he can turn

- .[Hyndman] his way, but to speak plainly I
think it is:just the other way (BL Add.
MS. 45,345)

By'late 1887 Champion ﬁras ﬁﬁtisiﬁng- Hynd—

man for some of the tactics which had' alien-

ated Morris —unrealistic appeal to physical
force and rule by faction, In late 1887 Cham-
pion joined the Labour.Electoral Association;
in 1888 he was expelled from the SDF, and in
1889 he oo-operated. with. Tom-.Mann and
others in organising the strike of - London
dockers. He combined reformist Marxism
with curiousimpulses of militarism (in an 1888
Pall Mall' Gazeite interview he spoke of the
destre to shoot looters himself), scorn for most
working-class leaders with wham he assoc-
iated, and determination te maintain Conser-
vativé Party allies. Afteran abomve attempt
at strike negotiation in Australia in 1890:91, a
failed parlidmentary candidacy in Aberdeen in
1892, and his subsequent repudiation by the
ILP, tie left again for Auigtialia m 1894, where
fie continued to work as a journahst issuéd a
journal, ThHe Champion, wrote The Root of
‘the Matter (1895), ran unsuccessfully for the
Victorian Legislative Askembly, and served on
the executive .of thé sociallst party. Like
Hyndman, Champion mixed aulhontanan—
ism and repellent elements of class-snobbery
mth devotion to Ius cause

CHARL‘ES HENRY .l' Charles was a
German ‘anti-parliamentarian -of the North
London SL, who served as League financial
secretary from December 1884 to July 1885
and on the League Council 1885-87.In 1886 he
was responsible for bri'nging the Council
information on Reuss, and in. 1888 he and
Lane circulated an account of a Bloomsbury
Branch pro-parliaimentarian meeting which
intensified the conflict between the League’s
anarchists and parliamentarians. While unem-
ployed he went briefly to America in March,

1887, and sent Lane news of the Haymarket
affair. On' his retian, he sérved briefly as
League secretary in 1888, then apparently
travetled again to the United States, from

- which He-sent reports to Commonweal from

January 1889 to April 1890, He remained-in’
the League after Morris’s departure, See also
footnoj.ﬁ 94and 157,

COLE ALANSUMMERLY 1846-1934,
He 'worked as private secretary to his father
(Henry Cole, Director of the Departrient of
Science and Art,'and founder of the South
Kensington Musewmn) and as lecturer on att
and- promoter of Irish instrection -in lace-
making, design, and drawing. During the
period of the Dlm he .was the SKM’s
specialist for embroldenes. tapestries, and
textiles, and compiled severat catalagues of
these works acquired by the Museum. dlinng
his advuorshlp

COI.INS JEAN HIPPOLYTE, 1783-
1859. A Belgian advocate of ‘‘ratignal’
socialism and author of several works, amohg
them QOu’ est-ce que la “sclence: sociale
(1854-55) and a muln-volume La sciencé
sociale (1857-96), Colins advocated universal
state-controlled guaranteed educauon. .with
an equal. allowance, or dot, to be given to all
upon maturity, state ownership of land and
most rvesources, with rental’ 10 private
individuals with 30-yearleascs and sttict riles
limiting the right of mheritance. As a middie
group between the Proudhonian individualists
and fhe communists, Coliris’s followers were
called “collectivists®. Cohlins’s  stress on
education and <ollective ownership had sonje
effect on subsequent soclallst thought; and his

‘principles were revived in the 1880s unde: the

leadership of Frederick Borde, editor of the
journal Ph:!osaphn de 'avenir.

- COWEN, JOSEPH, 1829-1900. The ;on

of an industrialist MP, Cowen was a-radical
Newcastle reformer, editor, and member of
parliamént, In.the 1850s and *60s he supported
European revolutionary movements, and was
probablyinvolved in an attempt to assassinate
Napoleon HI. He founded the Notthern: Ref-
orm Union, which-advocated manhood suff-
rage and-vote by ballot, was proprictor of the
reformist - Newcastle Daily - Chronicle,
standard mdmg of the Northumberland wor-
king classes; he alse established a co-operative
store with an educational fund and hbrnry.
and supported . the. nine-hour-day miner’s
sirike .of 1871, In 1873 he-was elected. to
parliament as a Liberal; he was distrusted by
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Gladstone and other parliamentary liberals,

-and defected in 1881 to oppose Irish- Coercion:

At one time he served as chairrhan for Hynd-
man’s nascent Democratic Federation,
though he soon resigned, and he kept up
personal contacts with Hyndman and other
feftists. Cowen became an increasingly bitter
opponent of the Liberals, and in 1886 when he
was returned to parllament at the top of the
poll, on the basis of Tory and Irish votes, he
decided to retife: He continued to manage the’

Newcastle  Duily - Ckromcle. and became

inercasingly Imperialist in his last years, See
also footnote 183, .

CUNNINGHAME-GRAHAM,
ROBERT BONTINE, 1852-1936. In some
ways Cunninghame-Graham’s career parallels
Morris’s. He too came of a wealthy back-
ground, and was a wriler, traveller, and leftist
politician, though not in the same sequence as
Morris. Educated at Harrow and Brussels, lie
travelled in South and Central America and
enitered Parliament in 1886 as a Liberal MP
where he served until 1892, A kind of fore-
runner of parliamentary socialism, he was
completely uriique in that body at the time; in
particular, he advocated free secular edu-
cation, the eight-hour working day, and the
nationalisation of industry. He and Morris
seem to have respected each other with reser-
vations. In February 1887, Morns wrote to
Jenny with irvitation:

By the way I have just got a letter from that
MP again: it is headed private and most
confidential, but as it is so badly written
that it takes 3 strong men to read it I sust
gt some one to help me. (BL 45,339)

(The handwn‘tipg of a Cunhinghame-Graham
letter to Morris in BL 45,345 corifirms the
source of Morris’s frustration), Later, on 18
March 1887 he wrote Glasier:

- Cunminghame-Graham -is a, very queer
creature, and 1 can’t easily make him out;
he seems ambitious; and has some decent
. information. (Letters, p.266)

.leewmc Cunninghame-Graham’s remarks

on Morris’ speakmg manner reflect reser-

_vations:

. .when he spoke in public, his relatively
weak voice and halting speech astonished
me, and you felt, perhaps, his place would
‘have been, then as now, beside the harpers

. in the hall ... His speech was not convin-
cing, but most enthusiastic in its quality.
(Intro. to Arthur Compton-Rickett,
William Morris: A Study in Persbnahry,
-London 1913, p.x).

On Bloody Sunday in November . 1887,
Cunminghame-Graham * was arrested and
jailed for six weeks. After this he was ostra-
cised by his parliamentary associates, and
turned to.-an” active career as explorer and
writer, publishing more than 14 books. In’
later life he espoused Scottish nationalism,
and became president of the National Party of
Seotland and the Scottish Mational Party. See
also footnote 47.

DAYF, VICTOR, 1847-1922. An
articulate and multilingual Belgian journalist,
Dave worked for the German Socialist
movement in 1865-73, but was converted to a
Bakunist-Proudhonist  anearchism, and
became a close associate of Johann . Most.
After imprisonment in Germany for his acti-
vities in 1880-84, Dave moved to London,
where his more authoritarian anarchism was
opposed by the ‘anarcho-communist Josef
Peukert. Dave and Peukert led rival factions,
which fought bitterly over Peukert’s trust of
Theodor Reuss, Though Reuss was later un-
masked as a police spy, both Dave and Peu-
kert were discredited by the dispute. Dave
often offered French lessons in Commonweaf,
and he collaborated in 1886 with Bax and
Morris on a pamphlet about the Paris
Commune; he also published an obituary on
Felix Pyat in the August 1839 Commionweal,
and from time to time contributed to
CommonwegPs section of ‘Interpational
News'. By 1900 the Lahour Annual listed his
address as 19, rue de Boulainvilliers, Paris. In
the same year he published in Paris a pamphlet
on Bakunin and Marx, and in 1903 with an
associate he published two, translations from:
Lassalle. In Living My Life (New York 1931),
Emma Goldman records her favourable
impression of Dave dm'mg a visit to Pans
aronnd 1900: L

He was kindly and jovial. Though sixty, he

.was as alert in mind and spirit as in his

student days. Eking out a meagre existence

. as contributor to anarchist and other
publications, he yet retained the buoyancy
and humour of youth. I spent much time
with him and his lifelong companion,

Marie, an invalid for many years, but still

-interested in public affairs...The most

-fascinating thing about Victor Dave was

his innate feeling for life and ready enjoy-

ment of fun. He was the freest and gayest

among the many comrades I met in Paris, a

companion after my own heart. (vol. I,

Pp.266-67)

See also footnotes 56-58,
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DONALD, ALEXANDER KARLEY,
MA. A barrister, originally from Edinburgh,
Donald joined the Socialist League in 1885
and became a leader of its parliamentary fac-
tion. He wrote for Commonweal and spoke
frequently; the Digry indicates that Morris
considered him a good speaker. He also
thought him ‘a regular intriguer and no good
in any organization either . . . * (fetter to Henry
Charles, Houghton Library, 16 June,
probably 1887). In 1888 Donald left the
League in the secession of parliamentarians to
join the Labour Emancipation League; in an
1890 letter to Bruce Glasier in which he com-
mented on Donald’s post-secession activities,
Morris noted:

A great deal of our {rouble comes from
Messrs Donald and Mahon who have been
rather clever at pulling us to pieces, but
could do nothing towards building up even
their own humbugging self-seeking party.
(Glasier, p.202),

and in another 1890 letter he used language as
sharp as any of which he was capable to
comment on the Bloomsbury Branch expul-
sion:

They deserved it, for it was that pig of a
Donald who began it all. (Glasier, p.204)

In 1890, along with John L., Mahon and Tom
Binning, Donald led a failed postal strike for
the Labour Union of Hoxton; later, he
became a founding member of the ILP, but
was expelled along with Aveling and Mahon
(Paul Thompson, Secialists, Liberals, and
Labour, London 1967, p.161). No one seems
to have recorded any praiseful Tecollections
which counterbalance Morris’s opinion,
Yvonne Kapp speaks of him as retired from
political activity by 1898 (Elearnor Marx, vol.
2, p.717), and in 1895 and 1902 he edited texts
for the Early English Text Society.

FAULKNER, CHARLES JOSEPH,
1834- 92. A gifted mathematician and one of
Morris's closest lifelong friends, Faulkner
came from Birmingham and met Morris at
Oxford, where Faulkner earned two firsis in
mathematics and a first in natural science. He
became a Fellow of University College in
1836, a lecturer in mathematics 1864-71, Dean
from /1870-75, and a Senior Fellow from
1877-92, He left Oxford for a period to keep
books for Morris, Marshall, Faulkner, and
Co., accompanied Morris to Teeland in 1871,
joined him in a Workman’s Neutrality
Demonstration in 1878, founded the Oxford
branch of the Socialist League, and in 1885

coniributed £100 to the inavguration of
Commonweal. In the summer of 1887 he
published an article in Commonweal,
‘Inhuman Aritbmetic’, attacking political
economy for reducing men to ciphers. Like
Morris"s other prosperous socialist friend
Philip Webb, Faulkner was anti-parlia-
mentarian and tended towards vague decla-
rations of anti-capitalism. In ‘Law and War’,
which appeared in the Commonweal issue for
7 January 1888 and the two succeeding weeks,
he asserted {as did Morris) that “we shall not be
flurried by the thought of the great struggle
which shall put an end to it all’. A letter from
Faulkner to Joseph Lane of 18 May 1887 com-
menting on Lane’s Anti-Statist Communist
Manrifesto argues against its direct attacks on
religion and expounds a kind of libertarian
anarchism:

...what we wish to do is destroy
authority, and among other authorities
that will disappear will be those who pre-
tend to know more than others about ‘the
next world” and about ‘god’...we may
safely leave all men to speculate freely. ..
the socialist should be free to think and to
speculate on any subject whatever . ., . what
he is forbidden to do, which is the very aim
of socialism to prevent, is the interfering
with other people...(BL Add. MS.
46,345)

Faulkner’s closeness to Morris was described
by their mutual friend Webbin aletterto J.W.
Mackail, 4 June 1898:

.. .Ican answer in a dependable way as to

the friendship to the last between the two
men: assuredly it was that of the greatest
confidence and affection, The unbreak-
able courage and clear honesty of Faulkner
held Morris as closely as friendship, pure
‘and simple, could bind two men together
~regardless of difference in quality of
mind. They each did for the other what
they could not have done for anyone else;
and T had the good luck to be alive to this
perfect love. C.I.F. had the capacity of
seeing the value of that towards which he
had no natural attraction; and this, to me,
seems to be one of the rarest fine qualities.
(WM Gal, 1170)

Faulkner’s sister Kate was a designer for
Morris and Co., and the Faulkners were fre-
quent guests of the Morris’s. Faulkner was
paralysed in October 1888, although he did
not die until 1892; his loss was a severe blow to
Morris in an already discouraging period of
his life.
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FIELDING, JOHN. Fielding was an
active SDF propagandist; H. Lee remembered
him as an able speaker (Social Democracy in
Britain, 1935, p.100) and the 4 July 1885
Justice ‘Lecture Diary® lists him as one of 12
available speakers, with lectures on ‘The
Malthusian Nightmare’, ‘Internationalism’,
*Christianity and Socialism’, and severai other
topics. In the first election conlested by the
SDF, in.November 1885, Fielding was a def-
eated candidate for Kennington against
O’Connor Power, polling only 32 votes. Fear-
fol of losing his London employment, Fiel-
ding devoted much of his energy to provincial
recruitment. See‘also footnote 179,

FOOTE, GEORGE WILLIAM, 1850~
1915. A radical reformer, Foote had been a
religious youth, converted to freethinking
through the writings of Ruskin, Darwin,
Carlyle, and Mill. He founded the Young
Men’s Secular Association in London,
contributed to the National Reformer, joined
G.J. Holyoake in 1876 in founding The
Secularist, which he edited alone after 1873,
and served as editor of the Freethinker and the
Raodicel  Leader. A radical and land-
nationaliser, Foote remained opposed to
socialism, He was imprisoned for a year in the
mid-'80s on a charge of blasphemy, and on his
release was greeted with much enthusiasm.
When Bradlaugh resigned as president of the
National Secular Society in 1890, Foote was
his successor. See also footnotes 43 and 45.

GLASIER, I. BRUCE, 1859-1920. Afier
the death of his father at age 13, Glasier grew
up in near-poverty in Glasgow, where as an
adolescent he served an apprenticeship as an
architectural draughtsman. As an agitator he
was unable to work at his trade and became a
decorative iron designer. He began to write
verses, sending unacknowledged copies to
Morris and other contemporary poets. In 1881
Glasier joined the Irish Land League and in
1884 he helped found the Glasgow branch of
the SDF, following Morris into the SL in 1885,
and serving as SL Glasgow branch secretary.
in the latter capacity he arranged for Morris’s
speaking visits in Glasgow, and his William
Morris and the Early Days of the Socialist
Movement is a pleasant if rather lightwejght
evocation of these visits. Its effort to present
Morris as uninterested in Marxism have drawn
upon it highly charged and heavily documen-
ted attacks by E.P. Thompson and Paul
Meier, but Glasier’s book seems to me insuf-
ficiently pointed to merit such artillery. Its
Morris is a rather vaguely hearty well-wisher
to Glasier, not a serious theoretician of any

kind, More than anything else, Glasier’s book
testifies convineingly to Morris’s ability to
enjoy the. company of almost all his co-
workers, and to hearten, even inspire the inse-
cure and lonely young author. Glasier cen-
sored the letters from Morris which he
printed; the originals in the William Morris
Gallery indicate that Morris was often dis-
tressed at the Glasgow branch’s unwillingness
to sell Commonweal, pay back debts, or keep
current with dues. Glasier also omits the occa-
sion of much of Morris’s interest, his concern
that the Glasgow branch should maintain its
anti-parliamentary stance. Later he became a
supporter of the ILP and propagandist for the
oppesite point of view. Glasier, wrote several
pamphlets and a book of socialist songs. In
1893 he married a Cambridge graduate and
Fabian lecturer, Katharine Conway, with
whom he visited Morris and the Hammer-
smith Socialist Society; he co-authored The
Religion aof Socialism (1894), and spent a
lifetime of preaching an ethical version of

-socialism and campaigning for the ILP.

Glasier served on the ILP Council, edited the
Labour Leader, opposed labour support of
World War 1, and fought against union with
the SDF. His memoirs of Morris, written
before his death, were edited by Katharine
Conway Glasier.

GLASSE, JOHN, MA, DD, 1848-1918. A
minister of Old Greyfriars Church, Edin-
burgh, Glasse was educated at New College,
Edinburgh, and ordained a minister in 1877.
He became a prominent advocate of Christian
Socialism, active Freemason, president of the
Edinburgh Burns Club, early member of the
SDF and Socialist League, and the author of
several books on poverty and Christian
Socialism. See also footnote 133,

HENDERSON, JAMES FREDERICK
(FRED), 1868-1957. Born the son of a Nor-
wich clothier, and educated at the Belfast
Mercantile Academy and Owen's College,
Manchester; Henderson returned to Norwich
and founded a branch of the Socialist League
in 1886. At the time of his arrest and imprison-
ment in Norwich Castle for speaking to the
unemployed, he was 19 years old; at 16, he had
published the first of three volumes of poems,
and in 1887 he issued Echoes of the Conting
Day: Socialist Songs and Riymes. When in
the late 1880s he went to London and worked
as a reporter for the Star, he stayed for a time
at Morris’s Kelmscott House, Joining Mahon
in an attempt to form an independent labour
party, he founded the Clapham Labour
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League with its journal the Labour Leader,
and in 1892 he was elected in Clapham as one
of six successful socialist candidates for the
London County Council. Later in the *90s he
returned to Norwich, where he worked as a
journalist, and in 1902 was elected the first
socialist member of the City Council. When
women became eligible for civic office, he and
his wife beeame the first married couple in
England to serve together on the same local
governing body. Henderson became an aider-
man in 1923, Later, during the war; he served
as chairman of the Norwich Food Control
Committee, and eventually as Lord Mayor in
1939-40 of the city where as 2 youth he had
been imprisoned. He was described as an elo-
quent and effective speaker, and wrote several
books on socialism, including the widely
circulated The Case for Soclatism (1911), The
New Faith: A Study of Party Politics and the
War (1915),; and Money Power and Human
Life (1932). A three-page bibliography of his
writings and their foreign translations

.appeared in the Norwich Public Libraries

Readers’ Guide, vol. XII, no.9, accompanied
by a picture of Henderson as mayor in 1939,
See also footnote 3.

HOGG, GORDON. The West London
Observer for 1887 indicates that Dr Gordon
Hogg was a trustee of the expanding Chiswick

‘Liberal Club, which moved to larger premises

in. November 1887. During the year Tom
Mann, Hyndman, Annie Besant, and Morris
spoke to the club, and Dr Hogg frequently
chaired meetings. He did try unsuccessfully
for parliament; on 30 April the WLOQrecordsa
speech regretting the “defeat of their worthy
candidate, Dr Hogg'. The 12 March WLO
gives a précis of Dr Hogg’s views at a club
debate:

‘The true causes, he said, of the present dis-
cussion had not been.fully stated by the
recent Royal Commission; it was not over-
production, but lack of purchasing power
on the part of the people. But corious to
say that while there was this poverty
among the people, the wealth of the world
was increasing, showing that some people
were obtaining more than their share, (p.5)

His non-socialist remedies included restriction
of continental loans and return of labourers to
the countryside, :

HOWART), GEORGE, 1843-1911, and
wife ROSALIND STANLEY HOWARD.
George Howard was a landscape water colour-

ist, Liberal MP for Bast Cumberland 1879-80
and 1881-85, and after 1885, eighth Earl of
Carlisle and Liberal Unionist member of the
House of Lords; later, he also became a trus-
tee of the National Gallery. Rosalind Howard,
described by the D.N.B. as ‘an ardent public
worker on the radical side’, administered their
vast cstates while he devoted himself to pain-
ting and an interest in Italian art and culture.
As close friends of the Burne-Joneses, their
social life overlapped the Morrises’; the firm
did decorating “work for the Howards’
London home in Holland Park, Naworth
Castle in Cumberland, and Castle Howard in
Yorkshire; and he and Morris worked toge-
ther for the Society for the Protection of Anci-
ent Buildings. George Howard’s health was
one reason for the Howards' frequent trips to
Italy, Egypt, and other warm climates. Jane
Morris became their friend, accompanying
them on extended trips and visiting them at
Howard Castle, As wealthy patrons of the arts
and mediterranean travellers sympathetic to
genteel invalidism, they would have been con-
genial companions for Jane and Jenny. Iti an
1881 letter during an earlier trip Morris wrote
jokingly to his wife; “Good bye, my dear, take
care of yourself: and please pay your way duly
to Mrs Howard: I can’t go owing money to
Earl-kin’ (27 February, Letters; p.145). Jane
Morris's letters in the Castle Howard Archives
reveal some embarrassment at her husband's
tendency o argwe politics with Rosalind
Howard, and a deep affection for and grati-
tude to the latter for many kindnesses to her-
self and Jenny. See also footnotes 39 and 50.

HYNDMAN, HENRY MAYERS, 1842-
1921, Founder and leader of the Social Demo-
cratic Federation, his paradoxical combi-
nation of authoritarian arrogance and socia-
list conviction left its impress on early British
sogialism. Hyndman was born to.a prosperous
family of colonial connecticns, .attended
Trinity College, Cambridge, studied for the
bar, and travelled in Italy, Australia, and the
US. He early developed a belief that the need
for a strong British empire required greater
opportunities for native autonomy. Afier a
failed attempt to run for Parliament as a
Liberal, Hyndman read Das Kapitalin French
translation, and made use of some of its ideas
without acknowledgment in Textbook for
Democracy: England for Ail (1881), and, with
acknowledgment, in The Historical Basis for
Socialism (1883). Marx was sceptical of his
disciple, describing him as ‘self-satisfied and
querulous’ (leiter to Sorge, Marx and Engels,
Correspondence, 1846-1895, 1934, p.397). In
1881 Hyndman helped found the Democratic
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Federation, which Morris joined in 1883 and
which became the Social Democratic Feder-
ation in 1884. The SDF soon divided. over
Hyndman’s jingoism, his desire for absolute
control, and his emphasis on parliament-
arism, parades, and threats to the civil
anthorities. In 1885 Morris led a disaffected
wing out of the organization to form .the
Socialist League, and stated his objection-to
Hyndman’s tactics as follows:

...his aim has been to make the move-
ment seem big; to frighten the powers that
be with a turnip bogie which perhaps he
almost believes in himself: hence all that
insame talk of immediate forcible revo-
lution, when we know that the workers in
England are not even touched by the move-
ment; hence the founding of branches
which melt away into mere names, the neg-
lect of organisation for fruitiess agitation;
.and worst of all, hence -discreditable
intrigue and sowing of suspicion among
those who are working for the party.
Amidst such elements as this [ cannot and
will.mdbt work, and they are the only ele-
ments amongst which H. will work...
(letter Joynes, Christmas Day 1884, BL
Add. MS 45,345) '

Later Hyndman moved from these stances to
parliamentartanism and mild trade union agi-
tation. He led the SDF until 1912, its offshoot,
the British Socialist Party (BSP), from 1912to
1917, and & group of pro-war dissidents from
the BSP, the National Socialist Party (NSP),
from 1917 to 1919. When the BSP merged into
the Communist Party after Werld War 1, the
2,000 member NSP/SDF affiliated with the
Labour Party. He died in 1921. Hyndman
wrote a brief memoir of Morris for Justice in
1896, later reprinted as a pamphlet. His
memories praise Morris’s character, but blur
his political views. .

KITZ, FRANK, 1849-1923, anarchist acti-
vist, promoter of relief for the uncmployed,
and radical populist. Frank Kitz was the name
assumed- by Francis Platt, the illegitimate
child of Mary Platt and John Lewis, a watch-
maker. Born in London and raised in dire
poverty, he wasbriefly apprenticed as a dyer.
During the 18785 he was an active member of
several London left-radical clubs and helped
shift others towards the left; in 1874 he served
as secretary of the Democratic and Trades
Alliance, and in 1875 of its successor, the
Manhood Suffrage League; in 1877 he aided
in forming an English section of the Rose St
Social Demacratic Club. He was & delegate to

the anarchist International Revolutionary
Congress in 1881, secretary of the Freikeit
Defence Committee, and editor of the English
version of Freikeit, In 1882 Kitz; Lane, and
others formed the Labour Emancipation
League, and in 1885 Kitz joined the SL and
served on its Council several times. He worked
for Morris at Merton Abbey and accompanied
him to Paris as SL delegate to the Socialist
Congress of 1889, After the parliamentarians
left the League, he became its secretary 1883-
91, and when Morris left he served with
Nicholl as joint editor of Commonweal.
Things ended disastrously when in March,
1891 the Hammersmith. Socialist Society
expelled him on a charge of absconding with
SL menies and account books, Frtedom lists
him as delivering a lecture in 1895, so he
probably continued some anarchist activity.
He resumed propaganda as a syndicalist in
1909-1912, and published a series of *Recol-
lections and Reflections’ in the 1912 Freedom
(January-July). He devotes an entire issue’s
‘Recollections’ to Morris, but his remarks are
impersonal and  include few - specific
memories. Appeals for his financial relief
appeared in Freedom in 1920 and 1922, and
Freedom recorded ‘Now, over seventy years
of age, he is no longer able to earn a living at
his trade of dyer, and has only the miserable
old-age pension of ten shillings weekly as a
means of subsistence’. (March 1922) He died
in the next year in-great poverty at the age of
73, See also footnote 4. ' = b

KROPOTKIN, PETER, 1842-192],
Russian revolutionist, scientist, and anarchist.
During service as an' army officer in Siberia
from 1862 to 1867, Kropotkin studied the
region’s geography and plant life, but also
became convinced of the need for cooperative
sociallsm and the abolition of government. In
1871 he refused the Secretaryship of the
Russian Geographical Society to devote his
life to social justice. A visit to Swiss watch-
makers in the Jura mountains convinced him
of the efficacy of voluntary mutual aid as a
form of social organisation. imprisoned in
1876 by the Tsarist government for promul-
gating his views, he escaped to Switzerland in
1876 and after expulsion by the Swiss govern-
ment suffered imprisonment in France from
1883-86. He settled in England in March 1886
and began the work of publicising anarchism
which was to engage him until his return to
Russiain 1917; in 1885 he published Paroles 4*
un révolté and ini- 1887 In Russian and French
Prisons, but he was already working at the
ideas that would appear in Felds, Factories,
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and Workshops (1899). As the Diary indi-
cates, Morris and Kropotkin shared platforms
during this period; Kropotkin excused himself
from writing for Commonweal on the grounds
of overwork in co-editing Le Revoliéd, and
Freedom, which he published with Charloite
Wilson from 1886. John Hulse's Revolution-
ists in London gives a good account of the
parallels between Morris’ and Kropotkin’s

. thought; see also my introduction. Long an

opponent of the Prussian state, Kropotkin
disappointed his fellow anarchists by suppor-
ting the Allied Powers in World War 1. In
1917 at the age of 75 he returned to Russia,
where he opposed the Bolshevik government,
and worked on a history of cthics. See also
footnotes 61, 62 and 172.

LAFARGUE, PAUL, 1842-1911. Marxist
organiser and author of several books on the
relation of economics to literary, ethical, and
philosophic beliefs, Lafargue studied medi-
cine, participated in the Paris Commune, and
later worked in Madrid to establish a socialist
party in opposition to the Bakuninists, before
emigrating to London in 1872, where he mar-
ried Marx’s daughter Eaura. In 1880 he and
Jules Guesde drew up the Marxist programme
of the French Workers’ Party; he was later
amnestied in France, and returned in 1882 to
lead the party along with Guesde. He was im-
prisoned in 1891 for speaking at a May Day
demonstration, served as deputy in the French
Parliament from 1891-93, and in 1905, joined
the newly-founded United Socialist Party.

LANE, JOSPEH, 1851-1920. An impor-
tant early working-class organiser and anar-
chist activist, Lane was the son of a cord-
wainer, and came to London in 1865 or 1866,
While working as a carter he joined several
working class organisations, including the
English Section of the Rose Street.Social
Democratic Ciub and the Local Rights Associ-
ation. In March 1881 he joined the Freifteit
Defence Committee to defend.the anarchist
Johann Most, and helped produce several
issues of an English Freikeit. In 1881 Lane
moved to Hackney and formed a new club
which became the Homerton Social Demo-
cratic Club, and which sent delegates to the
anarchist  International ~ Revolutionary
Congress of 1881, He joined Frank Kitz in
organising open-air meetings at Mile End
Waste, and with Kitz and others, he formed
the Labour Emancipation League in 1882,
When this merged into the SDF in 1884, Lane
became a member of the SDF Council. He
joined the SL in its split with the SDF and with

Morris became the co-publisher of Common-
weal; along with Kitz, Mowbray, and Main-
waring he formed an anarchist wing of the
League. Diary entries and” Morris’s letters to
Lane indicate that Lane frequently took
offence over political disputes at meetings of

the Council and Conference; at one point’

Morris urged him not to reopen an issue on
which the Council had already expressed its
confidence in him (13 May 1889, BL 45,345).
Although Morris urged Lane to circulate his
League policy minority report before the 1887
conference (see footnote 190), he found it
rather wordy and abstract. Lane’s manifesto

attacked trade unions and elections as refor- -

mist, and advocated complete abolition of the
state, and revolutionary violence:

The study of history has taught us that the
noblest conquests of man are written on a
blood-stained book. (An Anti-Statist
Communist Manifesto, vepr. Cienfuegos
Press 1978, p.36}

When the May 1887 Conference rejected this
document, Lane published it in June as An
Anti-Statist Communist Manifesto. Even
Lane had some difficulty working with the
other SL anatchists who remained after the
departure of the Parliamentarians from the
League, and in 1889 he resigned from the SL,
writing Morris an explanatory letter, Morris’s
response indicates his usual tact, and a sincere
sense of loss:

... 1always looked upon you as one of the

seriots members of the League, and that it
is quite true, as far as I can see that our
views as to Anarchism are very close
together; and in consequence that 1 look
upon your loss as serious in all ways. ..
(21 May 1889, BL 45,345)

Lane continued to publish occasional political
pamphlets, and died in 1920 (for a biographi-
cal sketch, see the introduction by Nicolas
Walter to An Anti-Statist Communist Mani-
festo). See also footnotes, 15, 110, 137, 145,
147 and 153.

MACDONALD, JAMES. A West-End
tailor born in Edinburgh in 1857, Macdonald
came to London in 1881, joined the Central
Marylebone Democratic Association, met
Frank Kitz, Jack Williams, 2nd other left-
radicals, and became one of the first members
of Hyndman’s SDF and a member of its first
executive. After a brief period in the Socialist
Union from 1885 to 1887, he returned to the
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SDF. In his July 1896 articlc in Justice for the
series, ‘How 1 Became a Socialist’, Macdonald
would only comment briefly on this episode:

In 1885 I, with others, left because we dis-
agreed with the policy pursued in regard to
elections. 1 rejoined in 1887 because I
gathered from a speech of Hyndman’s that
that policy was practically repudiated.

In 1888 Macdonald and Lewis Lyons had jed
the agitation of a united body of East-End and

‘West-End tailors which became the Amalga-

mated Tailors’ Union. Macdonald later
founded and edited the Journeyman, joined
the Independent Labour Party (ILP), ran
twice as its parliamentary candidate in Dun-
dee, was a member of the London Trades
Council Executive from 1891, and became its
Secretary from- 1896-1913. The 1896 Justice
article describes Macdonald as ‘young’, and as
*a rather fair, dapper little fellow, of pleasing

appearance’. He described himself as still lec- -

turing for the SDF and other labour organ-
isations. In- 1898 he initiated talks to consider
an SDF-ILP merger, but these failed when the
ILP withdrew from negotiations. In 1995 he
led a secession of London tailors and tailor-
esses from the national union to form the
London Society of Tailors and Tailoresses,
and in 1914 contributed reminiscences of
Hyndman to a retrospective-issue of Justice.
See also footnote 59.

MAGUIRE, TOM, 1B64-1895. A semi-
employed photographer and newspaper
vendor from a poverty-stricken Irish Catholic
background, Maguire was an active socialist
before he was 20 and the first promoter of
gocialism in Leeds. In 1884, Maguire formed a
branch of the SDF in Leeds, which in 1885
affiliated with the Socialist League and
became one of its most active branches; he was
a member of the first provisional Council of
the SL, contributed poems to Commonweal,
later collected in Machine-Room Chants
(1895), and continued a steady supporter of
the League until Morris’s departure in 1890. A
skilled open-air speaker, he aided in orga-
nising an 1889 building labourers’ strike in
Leeds, in 1890 helped establish a Labour
Electoral League, and in 1892-93, was one of
the founders of the ILP. Factionalism in the
Leeds movement contributed to a personal
depression, which helped precipitate his death
from pneumonia in March 1395 at the age of
30. In his introductory remarks on Machine-
Room. Chants, I. Bruce Glasier speaks of
Maguire as ‘one of those men of whom we sel-
dom meet more than one in a lifetime, who

possess that indefinable charm of . friendship
that suffers not by passing through the fur-
nace heat or killing cold of life’s vicissitudes’.

MAINWARING, SAM, 1841-1907.
Called by his biographer, Ken John, the first
‘post-Marx® Welsh syndicalist, and inventor
of the label anarcho-syndicalist, the Welsh
engineer and anarchist-trade unionist Main-
waring was born in Heath, Wales, married a
Cardiff customs officer’s daughter in 1868,
and worked briefly in the US before returning
to London. As the engineer of a Marylebone
shop and member of the Amalgamated
Engineers Union, he influenced his younger
co-worker, Tom Mann; later he helped found
the Labour Emancipation League, joined the
SDF, and left in the 1885 split to join the SL.
He became an.active speaker in the London
parks, was arrested with Jack Williams in
1886, and fined £20; the Hammersmith Socia-
list Society notes record Morris’s attempt to
raise money for his defence. A Commonweal
Hackney branch report of a talk Mainwaring
gave in January 1887 outlines some of his
views:

He said that the revolutionary Socialist
never asks for palliative measures, either
from local boards, or even Parliament it-
self. He showed that all movements of the
people against abuse or monopoly, never
succeeded except through the efforts of
men who rebelled against the then existing
. ‘law and order’.

Mainwaring helped organise the League’s
platform at the 11 April 1887 anti-Coercion
demonstration, and later in the year he and
Kitz visited South Wales coalfields on a propa-
ganda tour. In 1891 he returned to South
Wales to help raise two children deserted by
his brother Tom, Ellen and Sam, Jr, who later
became & union organiser and member of the
International Workers of the World. Main-
waring returned to London in the late 1890s
and continued to advocate anarcho-syndi-
calism; he died suddenly while addressing a
meeting at Parliament Hill Felds in 1907. In
1896 and -1897 he published memoirs of
Morris in Freedom (source: Ken John). An 11
November 1911 issue of Freedom commemo-
rating its-25th anniversary records a speech in
which Tarrida del Marmol praises the work of
‘good old Sam Mainwaring, to whose energy
we owed the few numbers of the paper the
General Strike, and who . . .lived and died in
the movement’



MAHON, JOHN LINCOLN, 1865-1933.
Mahon was a former engineer from Edin-
burgh and member of the Scottish Land and
Labour League, who joined the SDF, served
on its executive, and was the first secretary of
the SL. Boycotted by employers, he began
full-time campaigning for socialism in the
Midlands, became & highly successful orga-
niser of the miners, and later moved from an
anti-parliamentarian to a parliamentarian
position. Inietters to Mahon, Morris criticised
what he believed to be his tendeney to stir up
arguments, and throughout 1887 and 1888 his
comments to Mahon are rather sharpin‘tone.
He felt Mahon should not work as a paid
political organiser, that he should recruit for
the League rather then a non-League group,
was irritated that he had given away rather
than sold Commonweals, and sugpested that
Mahon and other SL. parliamentarians should
join the SDF. Mahon must have written some
angry responses, because Morris was roused
to reply: -

As to brags about the relative amount of
work we do; let’s remember the old pro-
verb and wait till we are dead before we
raise that question —and meantime do all
we can. Yes, please consider my advice not
because it’s mine, but because it’s good
... am net in the least in an ill-temper,
but I am vexed that the road to organi-
sation should lie through the breaking up
of the League, and the snuffing out of
Commonweal, if that must be so. ..
Fraternally and good-temperedly
yours, William Morris (Arnot, pp.71-72)

and Morris’s letters of the period refer in jest
to Mahon's ‘cheek’ and ‘chin’, and more
seriously to Morris’s belief that although
Mahon stirs up ill-will, he is basically well-
intended. As eatly as 1887 Engels referred to
Mahon as involved in forming & labour party,
and by 1888 Mahon had left the-SL with the
Labour Emancipation League to form a new
Labour Union; he published a long pamphiet,
A Labour Prograrme, with a preface by R.
Cunninghame-Graham, and as a member of
the newly formed Scottish Labour Party sup-
ported the pariamentary candidacy of Keir
Hardie. In 1890 Mahon, Donald, and Binning
led the Labour Unijon in a disastrous Post-
man’s Union strike. By the time of the forma-
tion of the ILP'he was sufficiently reformist to
oppose an ILP goal of collective ownership, a
position with which the majority of delegates
disagreed, and later, in another failed mea-
sure, he opposed the ILP"s rejection of design-
ated campaign funds, Ultimately he was expel-
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led from the Leeds branch ILP. I have found
little record of his later political activity; he
became a member of May Morris™s Kelmscoti
Fellowship in 1919, wrote Frank Kitz's obitu-
ary for Justiceln 1923, arid his son and name-
sake (19011975} later became a trade unionist
and Londoen District Secretary of the Comm-
unist Perty. Sec also footnotes 77, 95 and 143,

MORDHURST, C{loud)? HENRY.
When Mordhurst was proposed. for membet-
ship at the fourth meeting of the Hammer-
smith Branch of the Democratic Federation,
he listed his address as 8 Furber Street, Dalling
Road, Hammersmith. He was a steady atten-
der, active outdoor speaker, and contributor
of many practical services to the Branch —he

. helped make a partition for the newsroom,

made a box for contributions, and often
served on arrangements subcommittees. He
strongly supported_ the split with the SDF,
adducing Lassalle as a precedent for local
autonomy.

Mr Mordhurst spoke of the starting of
Socialism by Lasalle [sic] in'Germany and
of his aim to make the branches as self-
supporting as possible. He compared the
present split with the disruption of .the
Socialist party in Germany . . . he believed
that- disruption under such circumstances
was necessary to education.

(18 Jannary 1885, Hammersmith Socialist
Society Minutes)

MORRIS, JANE ALICE ('Jenny’), 1861-
1935, William and Jane Morris’s eldest
danghter was a bright, serious child
considered: more intellectual than May, and
keenly ‘interested in her -father’s political
activities. In 1878 she began. to suffer from a
mysterious disease which resulted in violent
seizures, and eventually in progressive
physical and mental degeneration. Morris
belicved her condition was hereditary and
blamed himself. Amidst his endless activities,
he wrote her many long, affectionate, and
politically detailed letters, among the best he
wrote. After William’s death, Jane Morris
cared for her daughter for several years with
the help of a nurse, then placed her under pri-
vate care, A few of Jenny’s letters are pre-
served in the Victoria and Albert Museum,
Surviving documents are reticent about her
condition; it was sometimes diagnosed as “epi-
lepsy’, but it is difficult to be certain what-it
was, See also footnotes 39 and 50.
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MORRIS, JANE BURDEN, 1840-1914.
Little is known of the family or education of
Tane Burden, who martied Morris in 1859 at
the age'of 19, and with whom he raised their
two children Jane Alice (‘Jenny’), born 1861,

.and May, born 1862. Early in their marriage

they shared an interest in embroidery and
weaving, but after the birth of her children
Jane suffered from somewhat obscure prob-
lems of the back and spine, which she
attempted to cure with extended, expensive
European trips. Her lengthy friendship and
briefer affair with the painter and poet Dante
Gabriel Rossetti grieved Morris, but he
showed a tolerance remarkable for the period
i quietly accepting his wife’s freedom of
choice. Her letters reveal her as a somewhat
melancholic but kindly and fairly intelligent
woman; observers described her as unusually
quiet,” She maintathed a mild interest in
Morris’s artistic activities, but disapproved of
his political work. Morris®s [etters indicate
that despite disappointments, he continued to
feel a genuine if detached affection for her.

" After his death she lived quietly at Kelmscott

Manor, and for a time helped care for.the
invalid Jenny. In the introduction to her
tather’s Collected Works, May Morris seldom
mentions her mother, and it was after her
more vigorous father that she patterned her
life of political, commercial, and artistic
interests.

MOWBRAY, CHARLES WILFRED,
1857-1910, An East-End tailor who had served
in the army when young, Mowbray was an
activist anti-parliamentarian, and printer of
left-wing literature. He was a co-worker with
Frank Kitz in the Labour Emancipation
League before joining the SL upon its for-
mation in 1885. A memiber of the League’s
anarchist wing and an active worker in-the
effort to establish the right to open-air speech,
Mowbray was arrested in 1885 along with
several others after a socialist meeting at Dod
Street, Stepney, in East London, and again in
1886 in Stratford, and as the Diary records, at
Norwich in 1887. Morris’s reservations about
Mowbray’s conduct are indicated in a letter to
Joseph Lane: '

.. .I see clearly that the Norwich Branch
cannot keep Mowbray; so to London he
had better come . . . As to anyharm he may
do, we must make the best of it. I believe

him to be sincere; and we all know the

‘faults of his character, and so I hope can
guard against them. (BL Add. MS 45,345,
4 February poss. 1889)

Later Mowbray worked in the dockers’ and
tailors’ strikes.of 1889-90, and during the early
1890s was an active propagandist for, anar-
chism. After Morris relinquished control of
Commonweal in 1890, Mowbray continued as
its publisher apd wrote its first article in open
advocacy of the use of dynamite. When in
April. 1892, in the Walsall anarchist .case, a
judge seriteneed three anarchists framed by
police agents to prison terms of 10 years, anda
fourth to five years, Commonweal editor
David Nicoll wrote an article advocating poli-
tical murder, for which he and Mowbray were
arrested. Mowbray’s wife had .died a day or
two before of consumption at the age of 18,
and his arrest meant the abandonment of five
children. Morris péid Mowbray’s bond of

£500, and the case was later dismissed.

According to Paul Avrich’s An American
Anarchist (Princeton 1978, p.102 ff.), Mow-
bray emigrated to the US in 1894, where he
lectured in several cities.: Emma Goldman:
noted her opinion that his speeches lacked
content (Harry. Kelly, Rofl Back the Years,
p.102, in Avrich, p.104), With associates, he
founded The Rebel in Boston in 1894, and was
deported to Britain in 1901. He continued
speaking for anarchism for a time, but later
became a tariff reform. lecturer; and. died in
Yorkshire in 1910, See also footnote 3.

REUSS, KARL THEODOR. Later
revealed as a spy in the pay of the Berlin politi-
cal police, Reuss was a journalist and London
correspondent for several foreign newspapers,
who joined the SL in February 1885 and was
elected to the Executive Committee. As a
result of accusations by Victor Dave, who
believed the police had acted on the basis of
information only Reuss could have given
them, Reéuss was expelled from the SL on 10
May 1886, and Dave published an article
exposing him in the 3 July 1886 Freiheit.
Joséph Peukert, the leader of the Gruppe
Autonomie, distrusted Dave, and so took
Reuss with him to Belgium over New Year
1887, where Reuss was able to identify to the
police the important anarchist John Neve.
Neve was arrested on 21 February 1887, and
on 13 May 1887 the Secialdemokrat printed an
article on Neve’s arrest which could only have
been written by someone involved in the
affair, and a meeting of anarchists and socia-
lists later in May appointed a commission to
investigate charges of Peukert’s complicity
with-.the police. Although .the commission
cleared Peukert, Peukert and Dave continued
to-attack each other in print and accuse each
other of aiding the police; until Reuss himself
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wrote a long article for the 5 October London
Evening News exposing the activities of
Londom anarchist clubs, and Peukert wrotean
article in Die Auwtonomie which attacked
Reuss as a traitor. In this sordid and tragic
episode, Peukert’s political life was destroyed,
Dave was discredited, and Neve's imptison-
ment and subsequent death in prison deprived
European anarchism of one of its most impor-
tant members. Reuss returned to Germany.
(Andrew - Carlson, Anarchism in Germary,
Chap. 10.) See also footnotes 56-58.

SCHEU, ANDREAS, 1844-1927. Scheu
was a Viennese furniture designer who had
been a confederate of Johann Most and an
active figure in German anarchist politics
before his trial by the Austrian government in
1870. Upon coming to London in 1874 he
joined the German leftist Rose Street Club,
but became disaffected with German emigré
factionalism, and joined the DF and SDF.
One of the events which precipitated the 1885
SDF/SL split was Hyndman’s denunciation
of Scheu, and Scheu left to form the SL with
Morris; in Thompson’s view his dislike of
Hyndman’s chauvinism caused him to urge
Morris to assume leadership (p.343). Scheu
worked closely with Morris until his move to
Edinburgh in 1885, where he became a
salesman for Jaeger. Morris trusted him,
wrote him some of his fullest and most
reflective letters, and in an 1885 letter to May
speaks of his ‘tremendous energy and his
knowledge of organisation’. (BL Add. MS
45,341). Articles by Scheu entitled *‘Sincerity
and Devotion’ and a three-part “What’s to be
Done?” appeared in the April, May, June and
‘September 1885 Commonweals. That Scheu
was considered an effective speaker is indi-
cated by the Council’s choice of him to debate
with Bradlaugh; he was also a good singer
and, like Morris, wrote Socialist songs (see his
*Song of Labour’ with two settings, in Chants
of Labour, ed. Edward Carpenter, London
1888, pp.60-63). Although he was less activein
the *90s, the Labour Arnugl! of 1900 lists him
in their ‘Directory of Social Reformers’,
giving his address as 78, St-John’s-park,
Blackheath, London, SE. After receiving a
pension in 1911, he returned to Germany, and
in 1923 published his reminiscences, Umsturz-
‘keime: Erfebnisse Eines Kdmpfers (Vienna),
which emphasise his early revolutionary acti-
vities, but include a strongly lavdatory chapter
on Morris, Morris’s letters to Scheu in
German translation, and several of his songs.
He seems someone who would have been more
influential had he not had to divide his efforts
between two countries and languages; his
relationship with Morris merits further study.

'SHAW, GEORGE BERNARD, 1856-
1950. The prominent playwright, critic, and
Fabian was born in Dublin, to an Irish father
of genteel pretensions and uncerfain occu-
pation, and a mother who left his father for
London when G.B. Shaw was 16, in an
attempt to support herself and Shaw's two
sisters by teaching music, After a few years as
an estate agent’s clerk, Shaw moved to
London in 1876, and under financial con-
straints produced five novels between 1878
and 1883, served as art critic for the World,
1886-89, and music critic for the Star, 1888-
90, and in 1892 began a career as a playwright
with mild anti-establishmentarian tendencies.
After an initial study of Henry George and
Marx in French translation, in 1884 Shaw
became a Fabian, but continued friendly
associations with the SDF and SL. Morris had
admired Shaw’s early novels, often invited
him to speak at the Hammersmith Branch SL,
and enjoyed his company, but by 1887 they
were drifting apart. The Digry indicates
Morris"s exasperation at Shaw’s tolerance of
Bradlaugh’s individualism; in June 1887 he
described Shaw to Glasse as tending ‘towards
individualist anarchism® (Arnot, p.69), and
the two differed strongly over the desirability
of parliamentary gradualism; Shaw's two
articles in Fabian Essays on Socialism which
he (Shaw) edited in 1889, “The Transition to
Social Democracy’ and ‘The Impossibility of
Anarchism’, are in part attempted rebuttals of
positions Morris had taken; Morris in turn
reviewed them for Commonwea! on 25
January 1890. Yet in 1893 he co-operated with
Morris in an attempt to formulate a platform
for socialist union, and in 1895 published a
defence of Mortis and other Victorian artists
against Max Nordau’s charges of immorality
in Degeneration. Most important, Shaw’s
1936 William Morris As I Knew Him is per-
haps the best known memoir of Morris, and
influenced interpretations of the latter’s work
for at least two decades. In many respects it is
a moving tribute to Morris's character and
expertly captures nuances of his temperament,
but its method of contrasting Morris’s
character with Shaw's own becomes inevitably
double-edged, a defence of Shaw’s Fabianism
and more 'rationally’ sceptical modes of
analysis. The claim that Morris is ‘our one
acknowledged great man’ is less convincing in
the absence of respect for Morris’s actual
personal, literary, and political choices; eg,
Morris's poetry is praised as lighthearted and
facile, if sometimes sentimental, and though
Shaw admires Sigurd and the socialist essays,
he gives no clear idea of their impressive
features. Most pointedly, though, he finds
Morris’s political associates repellent:
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Unfortunately they had no experience of
the government of anything more compli-
cated than a coster’s barrow; and they
-were romantic anarchists to a man, strong
on the negative. side, but regarding the
State as an enemy, very much as the child
regards the policeman...A very ama-
teurish plan, called- Anti-State Commu-
nism, was evolved; and its authors, after

- spending a good deal of Merris’s money,
suddenly perceived that the logic of their
plan involved the repudiation of Morris's
directorship, which was keeping the whole
affair together. So Morris; who had been
holding the League up by the scruff of its
neck, opened his hand, wherewpon it
dropped like a stone into the-sea, leaving
only a little wreckage to come to the
surface occasionally and demand bail at
the police court or a small loan. (AWS,
Xvi})

If there is enough truth to these charges so that
they sting, enough contempt resides in the
metaphor of the anarchist SL as a composite
stray dog to be drowned er its more belea-
gured members as ‘a little wreckage’ to est-
ablish Shaw's real antipathy to Morris’s basic
‘egalitarian ideals. Morris was capable of rage
and contempt for the strong but not the weak,
and not only children are properly wary of
police and the massed power of a state in
which they have no means of representation.
Had Morris’s comrades been totally bereft of
ideology, ‘orpanisation’, and character, the
status of ‘prophet and saint’ Shaw is so willing
to accord Morris would have been strangely
hollow, and Morris's ‘prophetic’ gift one of
inconsistency and bad judgement. Shaw’s

essay concludes with a climactic assertion

which has often been quoted:

And with such wisdom as my years have
left me I note that as he lias drawn further
and further away from the hurly burly of
our personal contacts into the impersonal
perspective of history he towers greater
and greater above the horizon beneath
which his best advertised contemporaries
have disappeared. (xI)

Would Morris have wanted such a subtly

. apolitical canonisation? The tribute is in good

part a comment on Shaw, perhaps, and an act
of nostalgic love for a long-dead spiritual
pareni. ‘But a more measured and concrete
respect for the intelligence and consistency of
Morris's ideas and acts would serve his
memory at least as well as such an apotheosis
of him as a heroically misguided eccentric, A

good treatment of the Shavian-Morris rela-
tionship appears in chap. V of John Hulse,
Revolutionisis in London (London 1970}, to
which I am indebted. See also footnotes 52
and &60.

SPARLING, HENRY HALLIDAY, 1860
-1924.- May Morris left behind few records of
the man from whom she separated several
years after their marriage, and Morris’s con-
temporary biographer, Mackail, discretely
avoids mentioning him; someone has
seratched *Mrs Sparling’ out of the Kelmscott
Manor Guest Book and replaced it with ‘May
Morris’. The Labour Annual for 1895 lists
Sparling as educated at Clifden, Connemara,
‘py historical studies drawn towards Socia-
lism’, and an advocate of total abstinence.
Sparling was a steady worker at Socialist
Leaguc propaganda from 1885 to 1891,
serving as League Council member 1885-88,
secretary July 1885-December 1886, and sub-
editor undet Morris of Commonweal,
December 1886-May 1891. He was one of the
SL speakers arrested on 8 February 1886 for
alleged incendiery remarks (‘bread or lead') at
a Hyde Park demonstration. Commonweal
indicates that he was a frequent speaker at
meetings; as sub-editor he wrote numerous if
rather wooden notes on current events, and his
letters and comments indicate sympathy with
Morris’s role in League affairs. Although
Thompson describes him as ‘an unreliable
ally’ (Thompson, p.523), he seems to have
voted. as an anti-parliamentarian. Despite
Jane Morris’s disapproval of May's marriage
to. a man of uncertain prospects, and the
absence of any enthusiastic comments in his
letters of the period, Mortis didn’t oppose
May’s marriage to Sparling in the summer of
1887, and Sparling worked as Morris’s assis-~
tant at the Kelmscott Press 1890-94. As late as
April 1892 he was listed in Freedom as lectur-
ing for the Hammersmith Socialist Society,
but he became a Fabian in the same year, and
as Fabian delegate to a socialist Unemployed
Organisation Committee argued against ‘irre-
sponsible’ relief to the unemployed. In the
1897 Labour Annual he was still listed in the
directory of ‘Social Reform- Lecturers’,
although the 1895 Annual describes him as
‘now chiefly occupied with historical develop-
ment of the Socialist movement’ (p.187). G.B.
Shaw claimed that after a period in which he
lived with the Sparlings for several months at
Hammersmith Terrace, May lost interest in
her husband, Sparling left for France to seek
work as a journalist, and May obtained a
divorce; Shaw believed Sparling had
remarried (Morris As I Knew Him, p.33). In
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1887 Sparling edited an edition of Defoe's
Captain Singleton and a collection of Irish
poems and songs, and in 1388 he wrote a
pamphlet on unemployment, Men - Versus
Machinery. In the 1890s he wrote introduc-
tions or edited several volumes for the Kelm-
scott Press and in 1912 he published a lecture
on ‘Needs and Ideals: being a lecture on the
Science of Organisation delivered to the
Organisation Society’. In 1914 he contributed
an essay to the 30th year commemorative issue
of Justice, in which he used the phrase ‘we
socialists’, and advocated more study of appli-
cations of science at SDF branch meetings, s0
despite interest in Fabianism he seems to have
joined the SDF. In 1924 Sparling wrote an
adulatory memoir, The Kelmscott Press and
William Morris, Master Craftsman, descri-
bing himself as Morris’s “adoring and eager
disciple’; the intensity of his praise suggests
that the years with Morris may have been the
best of his life, and if much of its commentary
is derlvative, Sparling’s own personal memo-
ries are lively and interesting. A postscript by
Robert Steele remarked that Sparling had died
directly after the book was finished, and
comments on ‘the considerable importance
and bulk of his [Sparling’s] writings’ and ‘the
personal qualities which endeared him to a
wide circle of friends’. H, Lee (Social Demo-
cracy in Britain, 1935, p.82) states that Spar-
ling emigrated to the US and died in Pasadena,
California,

TARLETON, H.B. An anti-parliamen-
tarian SL member, Tarleton joined the
‘Hammersmith branch in March 1888, listing
his address as 101 The Grove, Hammersmith
(nowin W5, Ealing Green). He was a frequent
outdoor speaker, was remembered by Shaw as
present at ‘Bloody Sunday” in November
1887, served as a member of the League Coun-
cil in' 1887-88 and as the League’s financial
secretaiy in 1888, and as delegate to the 1889
French International Working-Men’s Confer-
ence. Tarleton later became a Fabian.

TOCHATTI, JAMES. Born-in. 1852 in
Ballater, New Brunswick, Tochattj was a mer-
chant tailor, lecturer on reformist and quasi-
scientific topics, and a lifelong campaigner for
communist anarchism, He was elected a
member of the Hammersmith SI. in January
1886, was a frequent outdoor speaker for the
branch, served as branch delegate to the 1886
League Conferemce, and contributed nmews-
notes and articles to Commonweal. In. 1889 he
helped organise a strike at Thorneycroft's
engineering factory and in 1891 was arrested
for causing ‘disturbance’ at a United- Shop

Assistants’ -strike. As one of its anarchist
members he continved in the League after
Morris’s departure, Freedom of the early
1890s indicates that he spoke frequently, and
his enthugiastic defence of the imprisoned
David Nicollis recorded in the December 1892
Freedom, p.1. Despite his strong support of
Nicolls, he must have had reservations about
some of the public statements of his. fellow
anarchists, for in January 1894, disturbed by
the incendiary tone of Commonweal, he
began . Liberty, considered by Quail an
vnusually -open-minded. anarchist journal
(p.204). When in 1892 Tochatti asked Morris
for a contribution, Morris replied suggesting
that -Tochatti repudiate propaganda by -vio-
lence, and added:

However, I don’t for a moment suppose
that you agree with such ‘propaganda by
deed’. But since I don’t think so, that isthe
very reason why I think you should openly
say that you don’t. (WM Gal, J357, 12
December 1893) )

Tochatti: did provide this repudiation, and
Morris contributed two essays to Liberty,
“Why I Am a Communist’ and *As to Bribing
Excellence’, Liberty lists Tochatti’s address as
Carmagnole House, Beadon Road, Hammer-
smith, W. Liberty ceased publication in 1896,
but Quail {pp.273-74} states that in the early
1900s Tochatti was again a frequent speaker,
and his Hammersmith baokshop a meeting-
place for anarchist discussion. The December
1912 Freedom announced his ‘Lantern
Lecture’ at the Morris Studio, Adie Road,
Hammersmith, on ‘Agriculture’, and on 12

. October 1914, he was reported as lecturing in

Bristol on ‘The Attitude of Revolutionists
towards the War® (Freedom, November 1914).
John Mahon's Harry Pollitt, London 1976,
Pp.65-66, describes Pollitt’s visits to the book-
shop in 1918 and after, where Pollitt -

defended conscientious objectors on socia-
list grounds, disputing with Tochatti, who
alternatively favoured folded arms.and
shooting the officers. Sometimes they had
first-hand news from Russia by someone
returning from there.

VAN DER HOUT, 1.8, Van der Hout was
a Dutch tailor, speaker on socialism, and
member of the Hackney branch SL; news-
paper references to names very similar to his
(VanderHout, Banderhout, ete.} would seem
to indicate that he was active in East-End left-
radical politics -from the late *70s, and prob-
ably a'member of the Labour Emancipation
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League. A letter from him in the AIISH
archives gives a working-class Amsterdam
address, 97 Waterlooplein. He may also be the
same person as [.S. Vanderhout, who played
an important part in the First International in
Amsterdam; the Dutch were first represented
at the Hague Conference in 1872. See also
footnote 150.

WALKER, EMERY, 1851-1933. An
engraver and pioneer in typography and book
design, Walker founded a company of
engravers and art photographers in 1886, after
many years of work in an etching firm. Three
years earlier he had met his Hammersmith
neighbour William Morris, and together they
undertook typographical experiments, on the
basis of which Morris founded the Kelmscott
Press in 1891, Walker also joined Morris in
working for the SPAB, the inauguration of
the influential Arts and Crafts Exhibition
Society in 1838, and in the- Hammersmith
Branch of the Socialist Democratic Federation
and Socialist League, for which he served as
secretary for several years, and organised the
Sunday evening lectures, After Morris’s death
Walker founded the Doves Press in 1900 with
T. Cobden-Sanderson, and co-managed it
until- 1909. His ideas for improved book
design for ordinary as well as limited editions
had a substantial effect on later British book
production.

WARDLE, GEORGE Y, A member ofthe
Wardle family of dyers in Leek, he joined
Morris and, Co. as draughtsman and book-
keeper in 1866, and on Warrington Taylor's
death in 1870 became manager. In 1861
George Wardle married Madeleine Smith,
who had been acquitted in Scotland after-a
trial for the murder of a former lover, and they
had two sons. George Wardle was also brother
-in-law to Thomas Wardle, founder of the
Wardle and Co. silkworks, with whom Morris
co-operated from 1875 in the development of
vegetable dyes, Both George and Thomas
Wardle were members of the SPAB, and
Qeorge Wardle had been designated as their
emissary to investigate restorations at St
Mark’s in Venice. Morris instituted a form of
profit-sharing into the firm’s structure, and in
1886 he estimated that in the preceding year he
had made £1,800, and as the Queen Square
store ‘manager George Wardle had made
£1,200. Morris biographers frequently con-
fuse George and Thomas Wardle, and to com-
pound the difficulty confuse each of these in
turn with Thomas E. Wardle, a cabinetmaker
and active member of the Socialist League,
and George J, Wardle, alabour poet, editor of

the Rallway Reviewer, and member of the
ILP. By contrast, May Morris describes this

‘George Wardle as ‘a man who stood aloof

from politics and watched all enthusiasms
with -equanimity’ (introduction, CW, vol..
XVI1 p.xi}, and a long 1898 letter from Wardle
to Sidney Cockerell giving his memories of
Morris’s political activities (reprinted in
AWS, vol. Il pp.602-606) confirms this.
Wardle states that he was -unsympathetic to
politics and “was obliged to discourage Morris
from talking politics all day, which he gladly
would have doné, at that time’. Altheugh
Wardle worked daily with Morris for many
years, he notes dourly that he ‘never had the
disposition for the part of Boswell’, and that
‘a man’s published work is the only part of
him that the public ought to know’. May
Morris comments on Wardle’s ‘beautiful
drawings of the screens.in Norfolk churchesin
the Victoria and Albert Museum’, and states
that after severel years of living abroad for
reasons of health, he died in-1910 (4 WS, xvii).
His widow moved to the United States,
remarried, and died in poverty in 1928 (Mary
Hartman, Victorian Murderesses, New York
1977, p.83).

WARREN, CHARLES, 1840-1927.
Warren was an archaeologist, police commis-
sioner noted for severity; and British military
commander. After publishing three books on
his excavations in Jerusalem, and serving in
several British imperialist campaigns (the
Kaffir War, 1878, the Egyptian campaign of
1882, Arabia and Bechuanaland, 1884-85,and
Suakim, 1886), Warren was elected Commis-
sivner of the London Metropelitan Police in
1886. He was resporsible for the police sup-
pression -at Trafalgar Square in November
1887, which cansed more.than 100 casualties
and two deaths among members of the crowd.
Methods assumed abroad apparently seemed
harsh at home, and complaints of his severity
may have contributed to his resignation from
office in 1888 in a dispute with the Home Sec-
retary over police autonomy. In News from
Nowhere, Morris's portrayal of a reactionary
general is based on Warren. From 1889-1900
he served as a British military commander in
China and South Africa, and after returning
to England in 1900, he devoted his time to
working with the Boy Scouts and writing on
archaeological and religious subjects,

WATTS, JOHN HUNTER, d. 1823, An
early and lifelong member of the SDF, J.
Hunter Watts became SDF treasurer when
Morris’s group seceded to form the SL in
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1885, and he participated in the 8 February
1886 procession of the unemployed to Hyde
Park. His friend H. Lee described him as an
ardent campaigner for the SDF, but person-
lly fond of Motris:

Though a great admirer of William
Morris, Watts remained with the SDF at
the split of 1884, but his friendship for
William Morris made him a little more
kindly disposed towards the Socialist
League than some of us liked! ... No one
could have been animated with greater
missionary zeal for the socialist cause...1
have known him to go out alone into some
poverty stricken East End district. of
London, and with a flag and a box break
new ground and hold a meeting in the open

_air if he could keep-a dozen or so people
around him. (Social Democracy in Britain,
Londen 1935, pp.85-86)

On a tour in the fall of 1888 Morris stayed with
Watts in -Manchester, describing Watts in a
letter to his daughter as “a very good fellow’
(Letrers, p.303). His article, ‘Growing Respec-
table’, appeared in the Commonweal of 30
March 1889, In 1895 Watis became a member
of the newly organised executive council of the
SDF, in 1906 he strongly opposed a movement
to affiliate with the ILP (Tsuzuki, Hyndrman
and British Socialism, p.163); he remained
with- the party when in 1912 it became the
British Socialist Party, and in 1916 he fol-
lowed Flyndman into its pro-war offshoot, the
National Socialist Party, Watts was an early
advocate of Socialist Sunday Schools, and in
1904 wrote State Maintenance for School
Children; in later life he spoke against toler-
ation of syndicalists within the BSP (Tsuzuki,
pp 132-33). His account was one of several
included in Why I Became a Socialist, a
collection of reminiscences by early Socialist
pioneers published by the Twentieth Century
Press, n.d.

WATTS (later WATTS-DUNTON),
(WALTER) THEODORE, 1832-1914. A sol-
icitor, literary critic, minor author and friend
of authors, Theodore Watts was the son of a
solicitor who attended Cambridge and prac-
tised law for a period in-London. There he
became the legal counsellor and friend of the
poet and painter D.G. Rossetti, and later of
the poet A.C. Swinburne, whom he cared for
from 1879 until Swinburne’s death in 1909. As
literary critic for the Examiner after 1874, and
of the Athengeumn from 1876 to the end of the
century, he encouraged many younger
authors. In 1897 and 1898 he published a book

of poems and a nove! based in part on his pre-
Raphaelite associates, Ayfwin, and a second
novel appeared posthumously. He added his
mother’s sumame ‘Dunton’® in 1896, Watts-
Dunton effusively but shallowly praised
Morris in the two chapters devoted to him in
his posthumous memoirs, Old Familiar Faces
(1916).

WEBB, PHILIP (SPEAKMAN), 1831-
1915. A lifelong friend and co-worker -of
Morris, versatile and. active designer for
Morrtis and Co., and prominent Victorian
architect, Webb was born and reared in
Oxford, and met Morris while both worked in
the office of the Oxford architect G.B. Street,
A founding member of the Firm in 1861, he
drew animals, birds, and traceries and
designed stained glass, embroidery, tiles,
metal work, candlesticks, jewellery, furniture,
wall decorations and tapestries. Webb's
memories of the Firm’s early days stress its
communal features:

The best of those times was that there was
no covetousness; all went into common
stock —and then, we were such boys.
{(W.R. Lethaby, Philip Webb and His
Work, Oxford 1935, p.62)

In the 1870s Webb designed a cover for
Morris’s Sigurd the Volsung. His first archi-
tectural commission was the building of Red
House for Morris in 1859, and during his life
he built 50 or 60 homes and one church, super-
vising all the details of construction. Webb
joined Morris in founding and working for the
Society for the Protection of Ancient Buil-
dings, developing a method for cleaning out
loose core materials to strengthen decaying
walls. Webb and Morris shared an early inter-
est in Ruskin and the Gothic revival, and both
respected decorative art of other countries as
well as traditional British architecture; they
also loved arduous and detailed work, in
almost any media, as well as the natural
qualities of building materials and the Oxford
and English countryside, and they shared a
vigorous hatred of the commercial greed of
the Industrial Revolution. Webb never
married; his letters in the Victoria and Albert
Museum to William and Jane Morris reveal
deep affection for both. His biographer, W.R.
Lethaby, barely mentions his socialism, but
some of his comments on industrialism in 1901
suggest some of the views he shared with
Morris:

By the herding of labouring men like her-

rings in 4 barrel it had been found out that

a class of rich people could be produced
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whose greed could grasp more than ‘the
dreams of avarice” had forecast. Well, is
there any sign in this new-born century
that the greed-god is about to be knocked
off its pedestal? {Lethaby, p.11}

Webb designed Morris"s coped gravestone,
saying, 'It. will be a roof for the old man’
(Lethaby, p.130), and remarked of his death,
‘My coat feels thinner . . . He is not dead after
all...But one would think I had lost a but-
tress’ (Lethaby, p.195). In 1900 Webb retired
to a cottage in Sussex, but designed two cot-
tages at Kelmscott Manor for his old friend
Jane Morris, with whomi he corresponded
until her death. See also footnote 87.

WILLIAMS, JOHN EDWARD (‘Jack’).
An unskilled labourer who had been raised in
a succession of workhouses, Williams joined
the Rose Street Club and Irish Land League,
helped Hyndman in establishing the DF and
later the SDF, became a membet of its first
Executive Committee, and for almost 30 years
was a constant organiser of meetings of the
unemployed. In 1885 he was arrested at Dod
Street and imprisoned for one month, and as
an unsuccessful SDF candidate at Hampstead
he polled only 27 votes. He was arrested in a
demonstration of the unemployed in February
1886, and at Bell Street in April 1887; he
founded the National Federation of Labour
along with John Ward, in 1889 helped orga-
nise a strike at a torpedo factory in Chiswick,
and in the early 1890s conducted mass protest
meetings against unemployment on Tower
Hill. In 1895 he was still a member of the re-
organised SDF executive, and in 1906 as an
SDF candidate for patliament in North-
ampton he polled 2,544 votes. In 1912 he
retired on a small pension. His recollections
are reprinted in How I Became a Socialist
(Twentieth Century Press, n.d.)

WILSON, CHARLOTTE MARTIN,
1854-1944. A surgeon’s daughter, she

attended Merton Hall, Cambridge briefly in -

1873-74, married a London stockbroker
Arthur Wilson in 1876, settled in Hampstead,
and later bought a farmhouse near the Heath.

In 1884 she joined the Fabians and founded a

study society to read the works of continental
socialists. She published a series of articles on
anarchism, in Justice (1884), The Anarchist
(1885), the Practicel Socialist, and Fabian
Tracts (1886); three of these have been
recently reprinted by Cienfuegos Press {1979,
biographical introduction by Nicolas Walter).

Charlotte Wilson’s ‘anarchism’ seems a rather
abstract mixture of moral idealism,
individualism, and collectivism:

Anarchists believe that the solution of the
social problem can only be wrought out
from equal consideration of the whole of
the experience-at our command, individual
as well as social, internal as well as
external. (Walter, p.1)

In several features her essays resemble those of
Morris during the period: their holism about
social revolution, attack on vaguely defined
‘Monopoly’, and emphasis on the ‘satisfac-
tions appropriate to work and art:

When each person directs his own life,
then; and then only, he throws his whole
soul into the work he has chosen, and
makes it the expression of his intensest
purpose and desire, then, and then only,
labour becomes a pleasure, and its produce
a work of art, (Walter, p.23)

What seems her one concrete suggestion for
action, ‘the direct seizure by the workers of the
means of production’ (Walter, p.22) also
resembles Morris’s most frequently reiterated
suggestion during this period, that of a general
strike. Since they frequently spoke at the same
meetings during this period, influence or cross
-influence is conceivable, though Morris
seems to have recorded no favorable
responses. At a socialist conference in 1886
Wilson seconded an anti-parliathentary amen-
ment by Morris and in the same year she
joined with the recently-arrived Kropotkin to
found Freedom. She left the Fabians in 1888
and, with some pauses for ill-health, conti-
nued to work with Freedom until 1901
{(source: N. Walter). She returned to the
Fabians to work for women’s suffrage, form-
ing a Fabian Woman's Group in 1908, after
World War One was honorary secretary of a

. prisoner-of-war fund for a British regiment,

and after her husband’s death emigrated to the
US. No one seems to have recorded further
memories of her personal sayings or actions,
or perhaps even to have understood her. A
stockholder’s wife devoted to the abolition of
arbitrary law and property distinctions, the
only upper-middle class woman o propagate
revolutionary anarchism in Britain during the
1880s, yet neither herself a labourer nor com-
fortable with working people, Charlotte
Wilson seems to have reynained at the margin
of movements she ardently supported. Sec -
also footnotes 61 and 106.





